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you talk with on the street will tell you
at once, after the former debate we had
here, that the clear intention of the change
was to drive a wedge between this conin-
try and the empire. Whether that is true
or not I will not say, but I do say that in
the public opinion of this country there has
been created a doubt as to the fealty and
loyalty of Canada to the empire. That is
an unfortunate thing at this tinie but what
did we see in London the other day ? In
the unfortunate speceli made by the Soi
citor General, witli whon I am friendly aid
in reference to whom I do not wish to say
a word lu his absence. lie emphasized the
fact that there was in Canada a separatist
party. I do not myself endorse that pro-
position. blut I au arguing as to the effeet
of this uponî the world and I am pointing
out wliat public opinion is in Canada since
the Solicitor General made that speech. I
am not frigltened at separation. No power
on eartlh eau separate any portion of Can-
ada from this empire. Any mani wlio Las
any wish in his leart or anly dream that
Canada will ever be tori from the empire
must renieniber that the streets will flow
w jli British blood before lie gets lis wish.
.an1d any mai who entertains that idea will
nost surely be disillusioned. No power un-
der Ileaven eau separate this country from
the British empire. But, there are worse
things than that and that is to create the
public oininîi that Canada las really not
any interest in the empire and is not pre-
pared to go to the defence of the empire
in tinie of need. If tliose gentilmien wlio
re-enty eharged ithat there is a separatist
party ilu flis eountry wouild act lecently
there vonld be io need of such a public
opinion existing in the worht Ail tlose
men who are so alarmed when the charge
is made that there is a separatist party in
this country meed do is to turn around anud
nmake th speech I amn making to-day, to
stand by the empire and to stand ip for
anything that will strenagthen Canada and
destroy the notion that there is the least
vestige of public opinion in this country in
favour of separation from the empire. I
vant to deal for the moment w-ith Ile
speech of the lon. Minister of Militia and
Defence (Sir Frederick Borden). Comiiig,
froni Nova Scotia he should have conimon
sense. he should have the power of mental
discrimination, and lie should have the
power wlien lie reads a section of the Bill to
know what it means. When le tells me
that there is no change in the two sections
it is impossible for me to believe that the
lion. gentleman lias read the section whicli
is before us. It would be impossible for me
to believe that any man could have made
the statement that there is no clear and
wide difference between these two sections
if lie had read them. But the lion. Minister
of Justice (Mr. Fitzpatrick) has made a
more extraordinary and misleading state-
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ment still. I do not know lie intended it
because it strikes me that he does not thor-
oughly understand this Bill. When in an-
swer to the hon. member for East Grey
(Mr. Sproule) lie stated that the volunteers
in England could not be sent abroad lie
must have intended in giving ihat answer
and iu drawing that parallel to mislead the
ilouse. There is no similarity whatever be-
tween the two cases. In England the stand-
ing army defends the shores of the mother
country and defends the empire ail over
the w'orld and in case of an emergency the
Englisli governîment can send every one of
these soldiers of the empire away from
England for service l any part of the
world and in doing so leave the country
absolutely defenceless. Ail the navy may
at any day be sent abrolad. Therefore Eng-
land has made provision that sle can call
out lier militia to defend her shores while
the army is abroad fighting the battles of
the empire. You agree to send our militia
abroad to figlit our batties and I will aygree
that the volunteers required for the defence
of the country after tliat salil not be sent
out of the country. That will be a parallel.
The militia is our standing army and we
want it to be placed on the saine footing
as the standing army in England so that
the Governor in Council can send it to any
part of the world to defend this empire.
Thien in reference to the naval mintia which
is being establisled, I want power given to
tfhe Governor in Council to send it to an v
part of the world. It would be extraordi-
nary if tiat were not providedi. I say tliat
wiien the \Iiniste-r of Militia undertook to
prsuade tlils Ilouse that there was no coim-
parison and io argument in citing the case
of the volunteers of England not being sent
abroad lie w-as utterly and absolutely mis-
leading and the Minister of Militia will
never be able to make any ane beli(ie tha t
that is an argument for this change. l'lie
Minister of Justice said tlat lei hîad great
doubt about the construction of this old
section. I do not w islh to say anythiing u'-
kind of any one, but I think that his attitude
with reference to the constructioi of this
section arose nlot out of his mind, but out of
the circuilstance that he represents a city

,in the province of Quebee. At the fime of
the South Africai war it vas well known
tliat the province of Quebec iifortunately-
and t7ilat is the only thing I do not like about
the province-unfortunately at the time it
was believed that every man in the pro-
vince of Quebec was opposed to sending a
soldier to lîelp the empire in that part of
the empire, and that gentleman represent-
ing a constituency down lithere may well
have imbibed that opinion, and the opinion
lie gave on that occasion was more or less
influenced, as all our opinions are, by our
local surroundings. I eau only accept his
opinion as being the res-ult of lis surround-
ings because it is impossible to believe that

8075


