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in Winnipeg that I had a telegram from Sir John A. Mac.
donald saying that he would do away with the policy of dis-
allowance, and that is what I denied. I came here pledged
to do everything I could against disallowance ; I voted
against it, as the House knows——

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh!

Mr. SCARTH. I am not at all afraid of the langhter of
hon. gentlemen. I know what I pledged myself to do; I
came here pledged to do all I could against disallowance ; I
voted against it, as hon. gentlemen know; I saw every
member of the Ministry privately, and endeavored to get
them to do away with it ——

Some hon. MEMBERS. Order, order.

Mr, SCARTH. And every hon. gentleman on this side
knows that,

Mr. PURCELL. I want to make one remark, On Fri-
day morning 1 voted for disallowance, but the gentleman
there did not record my name right.

Mr, WATSON. I would just say, with reference to the
explanation made by the hon. member for Winnipeg (Mr.
Searth), that I am not responsible for any statements made

by the press. The remark I made on that subject, as re-
ported gy the Hansard reporters and recorded in Hansard,
is absolutely correct. It is exactly what Isaid, and I think
the hon gentleman will find it correct.

JOHN R. DUNN.
On the Order :

John R. Dunn, returning officer at the last election for the electoral
district of the eounty of Queen’s, N.B., to attend at the Bar of the House,
to be examined touching his conduct as such returning officer in retaurn-
ing a candidate who had not a majority of votes at the said election.

Mr. SPEAKER. The Sergeant-at-Arms will please see
that Mr. Dunn is in attendance.

The SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. Mr. Speaker, John R. Dunn is
in attendance.

Mr. SPEAKER. Admit the gentleman.
Mr. LANDERKIN. Hoe is anice gentleman,
JorN R. DUNN came before the Bar.

Mr. WELDON. I move that Mr.John R, Dunn be asked
this question : ¢ Were you returning officer for the Electoral
District of the Coun]tay of Queen’s, N.B., at the late election ;
and who was your Election Clerk ? "

Motion agreed to.

Mr. Dusn.  Mr. Speaker, being a layman I would like to
have the assistance of counsel, to protest against these pro-
ceedings being taken against me by the House of Commons,
+ and also to advise and assist me in whatever things may be
necessary.

Mr. THOMPSON, I move:

That John R. Dunn, who is about to be heard at the Bar, be allowed
assistance of counsel to advise him and to argue any question of law
that may arise.

believe it is the general practice to allow persons so
pearing to be advised by counsel, and I therefo re make

1
a
tl‘:is motion,

Mr. WELDON. The question is one of privilege and of
examination le‘ore the Bar of the House, and, as I under-
stand, the person at the Bar, who is to be heard, asks for
ocounsol to protest against the proceedings of this House,

- and also to advise him as to what he may say. I think
that is an extraordinary position for him to put forward, I
Mr. Scarra.

do not think he is here to argue questions of law, but to
answer questions of fact.

Mr. THOMPSON, The request made by the person
about to be examined was that he desired counsel to protest
against the House proceeding further with the case, or
something to that effect. Of course I do not make a motion
directed to that particular objection, but inasmuch as ques.
tions of law may arise, and he has applied for leave to have
counsel to assist him, I think it would be more convenient.
to put the motion generally—that he be allowed to have
eounsel to advise him nupon any legal questions which may
arise—than to put a geparate motion to have counsel to
argue any particular question. Of course, if no legal ques-
tions arise, counsel will not be required to advise him, but
I think it is better 1o make the motion general in this way,

Mr, MITCHELL. Itappearsto me that it is not ques-
tions of law that we are here to discuss, but questions of
fact. We have brought Mr. Dunn here for the purpose of
giving us information as to the facts—as to who had the
majority of votes, a8 to whether he was returning officer,
and as to whom he returned. If the emergency arises that
questions of law are raised, it will then be time enough for
Mr. Dunn to make application for legal assistance. In the
meantime all we have to discuss are questions of fact,

Mr. THOMPSON. I would suggest that it is necessary,
if counsel is to be of any assistance when questions of law

14do arise, that counsel should be present at the whole exami.-

nation. And I submit to the hon. gentleman’s own
jadgment this proposition, that if counsel is to be of any
benefit at all to the person to be examined, it must be in
the dircretion of that counsel himself to raise any legal ques-
tion on behalf of his client that may occar to him in the

rogress of the examination. It is true, the examination, so
ar as the House is concerned, will be confined to questions

| of fact entirely ; but if there is a legal question in respect of

which the person inculpated can claim exoneration, surely
it can only be right that the question should be raised. It
cannot be raised by a layman ; it can only be raised by a
person learned in the law, and if he is to have that assist-
ance, it should be when the question is first raised.

Mr. DAVIES. I do not understand that the gentleman at.
the Bar has not asked for the assistance of coursel to do for
him what the hon. Minister of Justice proposes. I understand
that the gentleman at the Bar is here in answer to the
Order of this House, and instead of answering the question
that the House has carried should be put to him, he asks
the liberty of having counsel to protest against the decision
which this House has already come to, that he as an officer
of this House should attend at the Bar to answer for his
condunct. That has aiready been decided by the House, and
this gentleman comes haye and asks the assistance of coun-
sel to argue the point as to whether he shall obey that
Order.: The hon. Minister of Justice proposes that he shall
have counsel allowed him, not for that purpose, but for the
purpose for which the gentleman does not ask counsel,
namely : to advise him in case any legal points are raised.

Mr. THOMPSON. If my hon: friend will allow me to
interrupt him for a moment, I understand that the gentle-
man at the Bar believes thal the question raised is a legal
question on which counsel shonld be allowed him. Inas-
much as he thinks it is a legal point on which counsel
should be heard, I offer the motion that counsel should be-
heard on any legal question.

Mr. DAVIRBS., The hon, Minister of Justice has not a;
prehended the argument I was urging. It was this: Itdid
not seem to me consistent with the dignity of this House
that it should now procesd to receive arguments as to the
propriety of a decision which it has arrived at and placed
on its Journals. The hon. gentleman’s resolution does not



