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Although employmeTlt--related rights are found ini thle UN tr'eaties metoc,"IC ita
vehicle for prornoing workers' riglits is t-he International labour Orgaization (ILO) and ils
Conventions. ILO monit-oring bodies include represent-ati-ves of 1aa2enlbour and
government.
,Tx *Td -.. 1..ê& u on on the basi S of "race,

colour, seX, languagc, religion, pol't-ical or other. opinion, nationýal or social origin, propcrty,
birrh or other stas". Aitonlgrcup-relaied righits pertain to minority and indigenous
groups. 1Tle on, r4ic on e Rights qjf&ù'e Chid also prohibits discrimination oi tie basis
cf clisabi 1ty,. Al mo UIN anu eioa humnan rights îinstruments guarantcc cqua' wih- -
wornen. iand men, inaddto 10nndiciniai

Stat-es Parties t-o t-he Covenant on Economic, Socil and CaLieural M1--2 hsmuta nnaie progress
over timne on ESC rights, to "t-le maximum of available resources". Theli UMN Con 1 itcon
Econoii, Social and Cultural Rights has d.-veloped standar.-ds for assesIIng 4hctiier SUML%.*
arc carrying out sorlous and appropriato planning, logisiative andLLU oîtherý meLasUres-o WMeeItl 141141

trcaty obligations. Experts now conunonly refer to thc obligations o-f Stats t-o epc-
P--+ C', proot -4-C -A ii/esr the =nomztad avne ntof ES CR- Ait-bougli
progicssa is t-o bc achievcd gradually by a count-ry, its failure t-o carr-Y out thc Iistcd
obligations, for exaxnple t-hrough discrimination, or through Stat-e actions that destry
enjoymnent of rights (such as arrned e-%iction of farmners or migrants), constitues an iueit
violation of an ESC right.

Rcadcrs may judgc that ini sirivmng to encapsulate a complcx disciplineic a fcw pazra-phs,
the author has rounded off a fcw intcllcctual corncrs; fortunat-ely, t-bore will bc ample
o"uason for roparativo discourse du-tin-g tbe RoundIiil.

2. uE HANI N& YINTRNTA TIONAL CLIMAT E FOR lui-'. OCA
AND CUJLTURAL RIGFITS

2.1 Background
Athugh Canad la one of at least 140 count-ries t-o bave ratified t-be Internaional Covenant~
on E-onoemic, Social and Cultural Righas, neigleect of cconomnie, social and Cultural rights
(ESCR), rolative to civil and political riglits, was once tthe- nrm~. A lack Off anention and
rcsources devotcd t-o ESCR w thi h Unfutcd Nations and roinlsystomns conv ibut%-d lo
thcir annarent ~ndc~~2u. cntca Ion rctiia commUit"-ontu t -o -4 CLuAh Can


