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Whilc these measures are aimed at crime prevention clearly they also have implications for

preventing the flow of fircarms to arcas of conflict.

Embargoes

The domestic [ircarms controls have international parallels and implications. In the context of
pcacckeeping, there arc embargoces which prohibit the sale of arms o particular countrics. The
international code of conduct on arms transfers, proposed by the Nobel Peace Laurcates, states
that countries will not scll or transfer arms if there is risk of them being used in grave violations of
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human rights in the coutnry of final destination. 22

Regardless of any legal injunctions stemming from international arms cmbargocs,
states have a moral responsibility not to provide arms or other forms of military
assistance directly or indircctly to governments or insurgent forces that engage ina
pattern of gross abuses of international human rights and humanitarian law. The
international community has an obligation to enact strict controls on the flow of
arms, ammunition using am array of policy options including the creation of
voluntary arms registers and international arms embargoes under Chapter VII of the
UN Charter. In addition, individual governments should take unilateral action to
prevent their territories from being used as a conduit for arms shipments and to stop
their nationals from sclling weapons or their military services in a conflict marked

by scrious abuscs.

EU countrics already commonly implement arms embargoes to countrics with human rights
violations such as Burma, China, Nigcria, and Sudan but a recognized code of conduct is
nceded. >4 ;

Controls on Manufact.ure, Sales, and Transfers

Most countries control the manufacture of f: irearms, componcnts and ammunition and most have
some controls on their import and export. The effectiveness of controls on import and export
varics significantly however and more is required. Stronger controls are also required over export

licensing, monitoring, information exchange, review and enforcement. Marking all weapons at
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