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Whîlc these mcasures arc aîrncd at crimec prevention clcarly thcy also havec implications for
prc%'cinig thc flow of rirearrns Io arcas or conflict.

Einb argocs

Thc domcstic ircarmls con trols havc i nter-national parallels and i mpl icationis. In the contcxt or
peacceccpîig. tilcrc arc cmnbargocs whîch prohi bit thc sale of armis t0 particular countries. The
interniational code of conduct on arms trzansfcr.s, proposed by the Nobel Pcacc Laurcates, stes
tliat cotuntrncs %vilI not self or transfcr arrns if theric is risk of thern bcing uscd in grave violations of
hiunan rights lni the coutniîy of finîal destination.5 2)

RcgardIess of any legal injunictions stcmming frorn international arms crnbargocs,
states havc a moral rcsponsibility not to provide: arrns or othcr forms of military
assistance di rectlv or indirectly to governiments or insurgent forces that cngage in a
pattern or gross abuscs or international human righlts and hurnlanitarian law. The
interniational community- has an obligation to enact strict controls on the flow of
arms, ammuni tion using arn array of policy optio)ns includi ng thc creation of
voluntary arms registers and international arms embargoes under Chapter VII of the
UN Charter. In addition, individual governments should take unilateral action to
prevent their territories from being used as a conduit for arms shipments and to stop
their nationals frorn selling weapons or their mîlfitary services in a confliet marked
by scrious abuses. 53

EU countrics already conimonIy implement arms emnbargoos to countries %vith human rights
violations such as Burma, China, Nigeria, and Sudan but a recogni7.ed code of conduet is
needcd.-5


