Draft report to WHO on Regional Workshop on Firearm Regulation for the Purposes of Crime Prevention and
Public Safety, Americas region in Sao Paulo, Brazil

The delegate from WHO/OMS, representing an intergovernmental organisation like INTERPOL, was not excluded
from the Monday afternoon and Tuesday working sessions that were closed to NGOs to allow delegates from law
enforcement agencies, to discuss “sensitive law enforcement issues.” As the role of the WHO/OMS representative is
to collate and disseminate information that is relevant to public health / safety and prevention, no statement was given
on behalf of WHO in Sao Paulo, nor any interviews given to the media even if a few opportunities to address
Paulistas on firearm injury prevention in Portuguese were offered - despite the OMS delegate’s Carioca accent.
WHO/OMS resolution WHA49.25 and background documents on the Prevention of Violence as a public health
problem and priority, were deposited for the record. An update of the results of the « United Nations international
study on firearm regulation » was requested and will be made available upon request.
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* The author of this note was supported to go to Sao Paulo, Brazil by the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy
Development along with the Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada and wishes to express his thanks on
behalf of WHO.
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