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targeting of container traffic, and integrated border enforcement teams. This coopera-
tion increases our capacity to control border flows, facilitating beneficial traffic while

inhibiting the movement of threats to our security.

On the international level, Canada is working with the United Nations and the G8 on
a range of counterterrorism measures, such as aviation security standards, the disrup-
tion of drug-trafficking networks, information sharing, police and judicial cooperation,
and keeping new technologies out of terrorists’ hands. The UN has recognized the
importance of fighting corruption and money laundering, which also funnel resources

to terrorists.

The rise of militant non-state organizations has heightened concerns about nudlear,
chemical, biological and radiological weapons of mass destruction. Existing multi-
lateral agreements deal with arms control, non-proliferation and disarmament; and
many nations are taking measures to control the sale and export of items that might be
used to construct such weapons. More global cooperation is needed both to promote
compliance with non-proliferation, arms contro] and disarmament agreements, and to
ensure that non-state agents are denied access to banned weapons. The international
crisis over Iragi weapons of mass destruction underscores the importance of an

effective UN Security Council prepared to address this very real threat.

Canada’s military security

Central to Canada’s security agenda are military forces capable of defending our
country and supporting our foreign policy abroad. For many years, Canada’s national
defence policy has identified three core objectives: to defend Canada; to work with
the United States in defending North America; and to contribute to international
peace and security. Recently, Canadian troops have participated in international opera-
tions including the coalition in Afghanistan; peacekeeping missions in the Balkans, East
Timor and Ethiopia-Eritrea; and the NATO-led intervention in Kosovo. Eatlier, the
valour of Canada’s armed forces during combat in two world wars and in Korea

united our nation in admiration and gratitude.

Canada now faces difficult choices about its military commitments. Since a nation’s
ability to influence international security decisions depends in part on its capacity to
shoulder responsibilities, the kinds and level of military capacity that Canada has will
affect our future role in the world. Increasingly, international forces are being called

upon for a wide range of commitments: engaging in combat, restoring order, enforcing




