
and federal govemments.

The Court's opportunity came in 1992 with its decision in Friends of the OldmanJL=

SorieU y. £anada. Environinentalists challenged the government of Alberta's decision to

construct a dam for irrigation purposes on the Oldman River. The Supreme Court ruled that large

development projects that might have an adverse envirorimental impact are subject to a mandatory

fêderal Environmental Assessment Review Process (EARP). The Court thereby gave to Ottawa a

significant boost to its influence over developments previously thought to fall wholly within

provincial jurisdiction. Understandably, the judgtnent produced an outery from the provinces,

especially Alberta and Québec. More surprisingly, the Court's activism led to a rebuff from.

Prime Minister Brian Mulroney and the House of Commons.

d-F=r=cdom. Judicial activism in Canada is usually associated


