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ARTICLE III

1. In order to promote the objectives of and ensure compliance with theprovisions of this Treaty, each State Party to the Treaty shall have the right toverify through observation the activities of other States Parties to the Treaty
on the sea-bed and the ocean floor and in the subsoil thereof beyond the zonereferred to in Article I, provided that observation does not interfere with such
activities.

2. If after such observation reasonable doubts remain concerning thefulfilment of the obligations assumed under the Treaty, the State Party
having such doubts and the State Party that is7 responsible for the activities
giving rise to the doubts shall consult with a view to removing the doubts. If
the doubts persist, the State Party.having such doubts shall notify the other
States Parties, and the Parties concerned shall co-operate on such further
procedures for verification as may be agreed, including appropriate inspec-
tion of objects, structures, installations or other facilities that reasonably may
be expected to be of a kind described in Article I. The Parties in the region of
the activities, including any coastal State, and any other Party so requesting,
shall be entitled to participate in such consultation and co-operation. After
completion of the further procedures for verification, an appropriate report
shall be circulated to other Parties by the Party that initiated such
procedures.

3. If the State responsible for the activities giving rise to the reasonable
doubts is not identifiable by observation of the object, structure, installation
or other facility, the State Party having such doubts shall notify and make
appropriate inquiries of State Parties in the region of the activities and of any
other State Party. If it is ascertained through these inquiries that a particular
State Party is responsible for the activities, that State Party shall consult and
co-operate with other Parties as provided in paragraph 2 of this Article. If the
identity of the State responsible for the activities cannot be ascertained
through these inquiries, then further verification procedures, including
inspection, may be undertaken by the inquiring State Party, which shall invite
the participation of the Parties in the region of the activities, including anycoastal State, and of any other Party desiring to co-operate.

4. If consultation and co-operation pursuant to paragraphs 2 and 3 of thisArticle have not removed the doubts concerning the activities and there
remains a serious question concerning fulfilment of the obligations. assumed
under this Treaty, a State Party may, in accordance with the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations, refer the matter to the Security Council, which
may take action in accordance with the Charter.

5. Verification pursuant to this Article nay be undertaken by any State
Party using its own means, or with the full or partial assistance of any other
State Party, or through appropriate international procedures within the
framework of the United Nations and in accordance with its Charter.

6. Verification activities pursuant to this Treaty shall not interfere withactivities of other States Parties and shall be conducted with due regard for
rights recognized under international law, including the freedoms of the highseas and the rights of coastal States with respect to the exploration andexploitation of their continental shelves.

ARTICLE IV

Nothing in this Treaty shall be interpreted as supporting or prejudicing
the position of any State Party with respect to existing international conven-


