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Paragraph 247  

The situation of violence and destabilization that exists in Central America 
constitutes the most serious obstacle to the achievement of peace in the region and 
thus hinders the fulfilment of the Porward-looking Strategies vital to the 
advancement of women. In this regard and to promote conditions favourable to the 
objectives of the Strategies, it is important to reiterate the principles of 
non-intervention and self-determination, as well as the non-uae of force or 
rejection of the threat of use of force in the solution of conflicts in the 
region. Therefore, the validity of the United Nations resolutions that establish 
the right of all sovereign States in the area to live in peace, free from all 
interference in their internal affairs, should be reaffirmed. It is necessary to 
support the negotiated political solutions and the peace proposals that the Central 
American States adopt under the auspices of the Contadora Group, as the most viable 
alternative for the solution of the crisis in Central America for the benefit of 
their people. In this sense it is important that the five Central American 
Governments speed up their consultations with the Contadora Group with the aim of 
bringing to a conclusion the negotiation process with the early signing of the 
Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America (see A/39/562-S/16775, 
annex). 

Paragraph 248 

Women have played and continue to play an important role in the 
self-determination of peoples, including through national liberation, in accordance 
with the United Nations Charter. Their efforts should be recognized and ccamended 
and used as one basis for their full participation in the construction of their 
countries, and in the creation of humane and just  social and political systems. 
Women's contribution in this area should be ensured by their equal access to 
political power and their full participation in the decision-making process. 

Paragraph 249  

Strategies at the national, regional and the global levels should be based on 
a clear recognition that peace and security, self-determination and national 
independence are fundamental for the attainment of thé three objectives of the . 
Decade: equality, development and peace. 

Paragraph 250  

. Safeguarding world peace and averting a nuclear catastrophe is one.of the most 
important tasks today in which women have an essential role to play, especially by 
supporting actively the halting of the arma race followed by  aras  reduction and the 
attainment of a general and complete disarmament under effective international 
control, and thus contributing b3 the improvement of their economic position. 
Irrespective of their socio-economic system, the States should strive to avoid 
confrontation and to build friendly relations instead, which should be altio 
supported by women. 

Paragraph 251  

Peace requires the participation of all members of society, women and men 
alike, in rejecting any type of intervention in the domestic affairs of States, 
whether it is openly or covertly carried,out by other States or by transnational 
corporations. Peace also requires that women and men alike should promote respect 
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