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(‘irs. Theorin, Sweden)
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ABM systens arz nc .ty problems. This reality is
reflected in the 1972 A reaty, which prohibits the developuent, testing or
daploynent of systems, or coaponents of syscems, whether s2a-based, air-based,
space-based or mobile land-based,which are intended to counter stratesgic ballistic
missilas. Tae Treaty itself recosnized that “effective measuras to 1limit
anti-ballistic missile svstems would be a substantial factor in curbing the race in
stratezic offensive armz and would lead to a decrease in the risk of outbreak of war
involving nuclear wearons”. HNo prohibition, however, exists tnday as to other space
weanons, asuch as AS/T-weanons.
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Tasra i3 2 clo link hatwesn develonment of ASAT-weapons and ABM systems.
The coastruction of dual capacity wzapons, which can be used both against satellites
and ballistic missi , is indeed feasible. Davalopment and testing of
ASAT-weapons could be usad to circumvent the ABM Treaty.

It is encourarin~ that the Sovizst Union and the United States have included
prevention of an arus race in outer space in their forthcoming nenotiations.

Development, testinz and daployment of all space weapons must be banned and
such a ‘ban must totally orohibit ASAT weapons -- existing or plannad -- and include
the destruction of existinz ones. Awaiting a treaty banning such weapons all States
should refrain from testinam, davelorins and deploying ASAT weapons. The use of
ASAT weanons acains% another country's space craft is already forbidden in
interrnational law.

All countriss, not only the super -Powsrs, have a stake in the prevention of an
arms race in outer space.

The Conf=rancz on Disarmament should respond to the request by the
General Assaembly, and basin its work towards an intarnational treaty or treaties
bannint all space weanons, includinz weapons dlrected against targets in space and
from space to earth by secting un an =d hoc committes on the prevention of an arms
race in 'outer space. iiy Government hopzs and expects that both super-Powers will
co-operate in this endeavour.



