
A& Commitment to Global Human Dignity

C anadians believe that
their duty to promote human
rights, and to speak up when
those rights are denied,
extends beyond their own
cou ntry. In a world where
"outside"' events are
instantly ani graphically com-
municated around the globe,
no one can stand sulent when
rights are flagrantly violated
- whether such violations
occur next door, or thousands
of miles away.

Opportunities to take effective
action may be limited. But
whenever and wherever those
in power deny human dignity,
Canadians react with outrage.
They are determined to take
whatever positive action is
possible. And this determina-
tion is shared by the Govern-
ment of Canada.

Canada's credibility when
speaking out on human rights
has been earned through
many years of consistent,
forceful human rîghts acti-
vism. In the 1920s, Canada
was a leader in the League of
Nations' efforts 10 protect the
rights of minorities. In the
1940s, Prime Minister Mac-
kenzie King argued strongly
and effectively for including
human rights as a priority in

Canada and the United
Nations

The United Nations is one of
the most important forums for
the international promotion of
human rights. Over the years
Canadian officiais have
worked tirelessly In the UN
to establish sound, enduring
human rights principles and
to codify these prînciples in
international law. Canada
played an important role in
developing the UN's Inter-
national Covenants on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural
Rights and on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights, as well as a wide
range of supplementary con-
ventions and declarations on
specific rights and freedoms.


