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SSteniatic drillinii synonins and autonynis. 1
knew a very duil class, unusual11) linited in vocahu-
lary, wbo improved surprisinglv in a' few nionths
Under such a drfl. They were reading certain
bookcs-of Pope's Iliad,. and after each lesson they
were given a list of words froni tbe-passaim, read.
For each they found two syuIonyms a 1nd these they
had to use in sentences of their own. besides fifling
in blanks in sentences on the board.

.Froni that they went on to giving equivalents
for certain phrases, tbree or four being set f rom
each lesson, r. g.

«To avert the impending woe."
lviii pleaaang burden."
<'Witb kmind compassion."
«Tydide's %wasteul ire!'

Another- exercise was to collect epithets applied
to certain people or tbings; thus Andromache is
called,

'His mons far duarer part,-
«His blaméless wife."
"Hia beauteouupfincess."
«Her whom bis oul desired."

Pass from words tosentences. Mfy experience
is that girls of fourteen or flfteen oftien do not
know what is a sentence aid what is not. -Theýy
wlU write down strings, of words, containing
Participles, Mid relative clauses-but no principal
verb, perbaps no principal subject. This is very
b.d. I believe it would neyer occur if 'they were
Practised from the time they could write at ail,
ini coming short, compîcte sentences. But since
we bave themn thus, wbat are we to do? Some
imusful exercises are ;--analysing the imperfcct
sentences; building lup, first, long simple sentences,
then complex sentences, .f rom a simple subject and
predicate. Underlining the principal subject and
principal verb in every sentence in their composi-
tions- To avoid ambiguity a good deal of drill is
generallyr needed on the correct positions of modify'ing words and phrases, especially the word "only ;'
and on the clear use of pronouns. A very good
practice ý exercise is to turn ambiguous indirect
discourse into direct quotations, e. g.

lu ac od Frank that bis horse bad rua away. Jack saidtoFrank "Your (or my) hors. bas r=a away.,,
If the-class are inclined to -write-long, -Involved

s"ets causing obscurity, they Must have practice
in spltting them up into, short ones. If -they write

Short. jerky rIt.wci ive theni groUps of sM&
to co'nl)tIle ::1tt~1i tlound stor complex sentences.

Stinir tif tw <*Nwý\rci,,ri railbc donc orally. and
suc s- arc %'%rittei 11.1ybe correctcd in dtaISa

thuls saving thxw tcaclhr's corrrctinsis for the cou.

The ii,; of lxiraigralili cý titi h taught qulte early.
The defihititi'',îof a paragrapli in many rhetorîc
bo)ks. "a parigrapli i-; an expanded sentence,» is
flot a gt-xxl nc for schooxl children. lt is too bard.
They catub analyse a paragraph as tbey cma
sentence. Butt thcv can rc'adîly see why, as a mule,
a new paragrapb is nmade.. A new parraphis
made when we beginti talk about somne new sub-
ject--or tie :ew part of ouir Mîbject. Let thme
tearn this hy atialysng a wdll-lparagrapbedchptr
tir story in aanv reading bnok or history that they
are tising. At first they should- simply answer the
question. -\%* i%.i a new paralirapb begun m te"
"Because, (e. gqY)> it bas left off telling about the
Englishi soldier,; and begins to tell about tht
Freticb," and enoitn. Later one thry may takea
narrative, andl write a short ýSîtence gîving the
gist of each paragrapli.

1 said "as a rule" each paragrapb takes up a
ncw division of the-subject, but tbaît is not alway s
so). There is vn bard and fast rule about para-
graphs. Students wilI soon ind out that even8Sd
writcrs hiave paragraph divisio)ns that cannot be
accounted for, except as being madle to -break uap
a long passage. Also, thcy wiltl carn that division
into paragraphs is not a -matter of absolute COrTrect-
ness'or incorrectucss. Differrut divisions may be
accepted as equally gondi.

For clearness, the things to bc remnembered in
writing a single paragrapb are unity Mud cou-

tinuity. But the children can learn to observe
these long before theyý even know the tecirnical
ternis. A Paragraph must be about &xt subject,
or one part of thc subjeet; that is unily. Tht sen-
tences in the paragraphl must bc arranged in- an
orderly way, so that one leads naturaily on to tht
next; that is contitu il v. When two or moer paMa
graphs are writtcn in a connected comaposition, iý
third part, essential to clearness, conies i, îiaintly,
exPlicit ref crevîce. Th-at is, some Word, phrase or
sentence in cadi paragraph,__ lmspany-ee-t,
the paragraph before it, and show the cenneto
between the two. For example ;ithe compsition
referred to in an carlier paper on -the Jacoblte
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