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from the pupil wbo was trying with ail his might to
earn that recognition.

Here is a letter. tbat a lad just. twe'lve years of

age had written in his exercise bé"o. He was a

Polish Jew and had been in Canada and at sdhool

less than ten weeks. I asked for a copy of the letter

and it was produced in a plain vertical hand:

Strathcona School May i8th
Dear Mother.

1 goan to school two montch 1 can spek little English.
I cati read a book -and write. I corne from Possia two

montch an a haf. May teachern good learn me, dat tetcbern
is nice teachern. The teachern spek I. learn quick Eng-
lish. I living an Winipeg. I like dat country very rnuch.
1 writi-ng leatr esterday an Possia. Your living son

Moses.

Every young reader of the REVIEW can niake out

the somewhat broken English of this letter. Is it

not-a pretty good attempt after two months of

school? The factors at work in this class were,-

each pupil was very much in earnest to get a work-

irig knowledge of English; each was interested, and

each one regarded his teacher as a superior being. I

asked the superintendelit of scliools on w'hat prin-

ciple the teachers were chosen for 4the dhuldren of

the foreign classer%. "Not f roui their experience as

teachers," fie said. "We rather Prefer to have thern

without experience if they have the qualities tha.t

win the affection of their pupils." A very good

principle in the choice of teachers everywbere.

"What I say is this-the democracy lias to learn

nianners, and -the sehool does not teach. manners," is

' the opinion of a noted English educationist given,

after a year's travel throug4i the United Sta>tes, to a

representative of -the Montreal Witness. It mnay

lie true of a great majority of schools in the United

States. UnfortunatelY it may be true of many

sohools in Canada. But I have visited many sclioois

recently in the Dominion and I was imipressed with

the good manners of the pupils. In nearly every

instance the stranger, as is natural, was gazed at

attentively on bis entrance. But there was no rude

staring hini out of countenance, and the pupils soon

becaine absoilbed in their work if 1the teacher attend-

ed to it; and this is what a visitor wi-sbes to see

when lie enters a schoolroomi. Occasionally -the

pupils betrayed a look of too kreat conscieusness,

but this might bave Ïbeen a refleétion of the teacher's

mood. I qhouid jud-ge so, for this was what 1 saw

in another sdhool: In conlpaiiy with the superintend-

e nt I visîted -the principals roosn of a large school

in the leading city of the west. Forty pairs of eyes

of boys and girls glanced in our direction as.we.
entered, -but without. the slightest consciousless,

seetiiingly, of our presence, and were then bent on

the teacher as hie conducted the recitation. As we

took our seats, two lads who had noiselessly glided

to the platforni relieved lus of our hats and umbrel-

las and were back instantly in tlieir seats, reciprocat-

ing with a smile our nod of rec4gnition of the court-

esy. There were man~y glances turned our 'way dur-

ing the recitation,.but- the eyes showed, flot con-

sc;otisness of theniselves or their visitors, -but an

earnest self-centering on their wçrk. At recess the

superintendent beckoned a girl to the front and

engaged ber in (conversation. A boy quietly brougbt

a chair for hèr. Teacher, visitors and scbiolars

ningled'togetipr during -the recess, as well bred

people do in a drawing room ; but when any

advances were made thie teache.r or visitors initited

theni. Wbat an agrecable i npession sucb a school

makes, and how one wishee, tlne were taken every-.

where to get such resuits, even if we have to draft

anew our courses of study.

Suggestions for Seat Wlork.

i. Pupils write lists of naines of objects in the

schoolroom beginningiwith a certain let-ter. Take,

for example, the lettir c. The list will be chair,

curtain, chalk, ceiling, etc.
2. Write ail words possible derived froni the

sa-me root words, as: hope,, hopeless, hopeful,

hoped, hopefully, -etc.
3. Write a, list of geographical naines each

beginning wi*th the last letter of the preceding word,

as British Colunribia, Alberta, Anidover, Regina, etc.

4. Take a short word, as reader, and nieke as

niany words as possible f rom the letters in it as:

ear, red, rear, dear, are, etc.__ý

5. Let the sm tildren mark famfiliar words

in newspapers and'magazines.
"Busy wor-k or "seat work" ghoul have-a par-

poseibeyond merely keeping the chiki busy.-Sél.

Until a good library is attachèd as a miatter of

course to every one of our eleinentary schools, a

great opportunity of refining the taste and enlarg-
ing the knowledge of the young will continue to, le

wasted,' and the full usefulness of those institutions
will remain udattained. After aIl, it is the main

business of a primary school, a chief part of the'

business of every school, to awaken a love of read-

ing, and to ive chuldren pleasant associations with
thoughts of Woks.-Sir JoshtÙa Fitch.


