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Know, governor, 'tis I that slew tby son;I framed the challenge, that did maàke them meet,Know, Coiymath, I airned thy over-throw;And, had 1 but escaped this stratagem,I would have brought confusion on you ail.Danin'd Christian dogs and Turkish infidels,Blut now begins the extremîty of heatTro pinch me with intolerable pangs,Die, life; fly, soul; tongue, curse thy fill and die."'To show the esteem in which he was held by lhisfellow-poets, let me quote these Unes from Drayton, aconteniporary dramatist:
"Next, Marlowe, bathed in the Thespian springs,Radi ii hlm those brave translunary things,That the first poets had :-his raptures wereAil air and fire, which made bis verses clear;For that fine niadness stili he did retaînWhich rightly should possess a poet's brain.'IU~aving "Marlowe's mighty uine," as his noble blankverse was tertned by Jonson, we have "rare Ben" hitnseif,whose writings are probably better known than any other ofShakespeare's contemporaries. Re was a mnan of ponderousand clumsy, yet lofty genîns. Rie is the founder of thereguiar or ciassie school of ýEnglish Comedy. 0f bisnunlerous plays, the best are Epcene, or The Silent Wornanand the Akkhemïsg. Ezery Mlan in lus Humour is one ofbis best known works, and contains the celebrated CaptainBobadili, whose magnîficent boastimg we used to tead in theschool..books of may chidhood. Jonson was a pedanticscholar. In ail his writings bis miud seems oppressed bythe burden of his knowledge, yet powerless to, shake off theincubus. Ris learning was too heavy and cumbrous forhim. Rie staggered under ils weight.

Next we have Beaumont and Fletcher, famous for theirliterary partnership, most of their piays being joint produc-tions. They are distinguisheg by their luxuriant imagina-tion--ever running to waste, and by the g-raceful beauty of


