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History of the Pacific Coast Salmon Indtistry
>&Per Read by Mr. Henry Doyle Before the Canaddan Fiah- àustry over 2,400,000 cases, of 4S pounds to the case, were

eries Convention Recently Held in Vancouver. packed. This represented 30 per cent of the entire world's
production of canned salmon that year. At today's sellin.o,

It la not generally known that the first canning or values the pack of Fraser River sockeye salmon for that one
ftific eoast salmon was on the Fraser River in 1863, when season would represent seven times the entire purchase price

r. Annandale put up a few cases at New Westminster. for which the United States secured Alaska froni the Rus-
efforts were on a very limited scee, but were extensive sians.

ý'Qn0ugh to convince him there was a, profitable field in this How the Fraser has deelined has been often told, but
',Ibdustry for someone with a mûre intimate knowledge of that it eau be restored I fully believe. Let us hope it will
,ýaliuon fishing than lie possessed. That winter, when on a
î not be long delayed. Now that an international treaty to
isit to his old home in Scotland, lie persuaded Mr. Alex- deal with this problem has finally been eoncluded steps

'tnder Ewen to come to British Columbia and engage in the should be taken at once, and the best and most experienced
bnterprise. Mr. Ewen arrived in 1864, and froin then until men engaged to re-establish by artificial. propagation this
bis death in 1907 was the recognized leader in the salmon king amongst kings of salmon rivers.
illdustry in this Pro-ýince. It is largely to his energy, foýe- 1877 saw the commencement of canning operations on
,'%ight and the assistance lie extended others to engage in

the Skeena River, on Puget Sound, and on several of thetoirnon conning that eventuaJIy made the FYaser River the coastal streams of Oregon and Washington. The industry
eeinier salmon river of the world.

The first salmon canning on what we might terni the on Skeena River grew and prospered until today, with the

Q4mmercial scale occurred, however, on the Sacramento Fraser temporally eliminated, it is the principal salmon

ver in California in 1864; the enterprise being found-ed river of British Columbia. Puget Sound developed froin
5,500 cases in 1877 to 2,500,000 cases in 1913, and whilei the

34r. William Hume. Like Mr. Ewen lie had been born Frasej r failure has affected Puget Sound materially it is
,,fAud'brought up in the salmon fisheries and like him also still one of the most important sections of eanning -opera-

Paf; a man of sterling qualities of mind and heart. The,
ack consisted 0 of 2,000 cases, the cans being all tions today.

d by hand, and the tools and methods of packing em, In 1878 Alaska entered the salmon canning field, two

ed being of the erudest sort. The produet sold for eompanies, one of which, the North Pacifie Trading & Pack-

per case, but the high coats involved, and the subsequent ing Co., is stiR operating, beginning that year. Their coin-

1'ýktj8etions for defective tins precluded any profit being bined pack was 8,159 cases. Their bamner year wa8 1918,
ý14ftde. The results of the season's operation, however, con- when 134 canneries packed 6,678,000 cases. Fishing in

ced Mr. Hume that money was to Alaska, however, has been too strenuous and so, alarmingbe made in the busi- has the situation become that drastie changes in regulations
and learning that salmon were more plentiful and the

n longer, on the Columbia, he transferred his activities are necessary and it is proposed to vest the control of their

the latter river in 1866. Mr, Hume was the pioneer on !isheries in an administrative board whose knowledge of
. Columbia as lie had been on the Sacramento, and lie local conditions will enable thein to deal intelligently with

ved to see the pack in that district increase from 4,000 the matter.

'ýe&Més the first seasou to 656,000 cases in 1884, which was By 1891 the combined salmon pack of the Pacifie Coast
banner year.. canneries totalled 1ý592,975 cases, which was a greater
-After Mr. Hume withdrew froin the Sacramento there quantity than the markets of the world çould then absorb-

re no canneries on that river -àntil 1874, when one plant As a result packing operations had to be eurtailed, and this
established. Others shortly followed until in,1882 there was aecomplished by a pooling, arrangement between pack-

'e aixteen canneries operating, and over 200,000 cases ers. Out of this pool was ereated the Alaska Packers Asso-
packe'd. Placer mining, however, covered the spawn- ciation, the largest company engaged in the business today.

beds with a man of d 1 hrough inteffligent, marketing and advertising efforts a
ébris whieh destroyed their use-

ess and practicaRyanDihilated the salmon, so that by demand for canned Salmon Was created; others followed the
the number of cannerîes had droPped back to one, and lead of the Alaska Paokers Association, and today the world

total pack for tbat season was but 2,281 cases. Through absorba an anniial pack apProximately 8 to 10 million casm
cial pýop&gation the Sacramento today enjoys a run of In the.beginning ouly the quinnat, or spring sÈmon,

on equal to its old' time records, but the demanda of was saleable, but as the markets* extended, and the fisheries
curers and the fresh fish market have been so great of the Saeramento and Columbia declined, the fiookeye

the'eanning industry has never been re-established to speeies secured the premier position, which. it holds un-.
extent. questioned tûday. Its pre-eminenee is due to its rich oil

y 1 18 .83 the number of canneries operating on the and red colored flesh. From soekeye the market grades
do'wn through spriÈgs, Alaska red, eohoe and pinks tombia had increased to 99> but vant as the eupply had the order named, being a step farther awayit.was unequal to the demande, made ùpon it. After rhums, eaeh in
from the sockeye iii color and richness. It does not mean,a geâdy dèdine set in. By 1.902 the pack of the qum'-

e .cles had declined .to about. one-third of the blanner however, that this iMpIflu iuferior food value, for as a mat-
ter of faet the chUmSpetieg: contains more nutritîon thanAnd the number of plante ùý'QPeration had deelined to the mûre spectacUlar: OOQkeYe possesses.

ýSince then artificial prûpàgation liai restared the aggre-
quantity of quinnat salmon Ï11 tht:Coluinbia, but Many Today the Plaeffie 00ast Salmon canning indu8try obm-

tributary streame are withoat -steek today, since -the prises over 300 canning.Ostablishments> with a capital invest-
ete fislied ont, and Do eff orts are being eade ruent of Weil over *50,000,000. The vaine of the'annual ont-
by m0anýs ôt al4ýificial propagàùdW.ý put exeeeds $100,M,000, laid it directly and indireetly
cannin# on the Pruer River in 187ia waà gives employment to'aýVùJat army of workers. In buildings,

by. thr-ee plants and"the combined pack iffl _'plant and maebinetY' ý auà mgthods of paching, Mamon ean,
S. È M1 thé îd increastd neries are mociels oi cleanl

es and up to date metlwcl&
to which mu#,be added 2e oPeratÎng on the Americaa In no industry ar-à'greatfr Pains taken to ensure the: pre-

PeXet Soulid -«ateM %ô'tt&tý 78 caimeý1es were de- duatiQn o£ eý weil ýp&*ed and whol e' tict. New
this, Qýzi LÉÏir ýfigh- suely-t . 'ý% eau

stýeaM 10rý i 
ear. ideu a>ýe 'quîakly #eÏZed -aPon and ýàppiféâ té.ý.i'ùmon

pA4,ýý fhë »U ëauents, '&bd ý the p&ekers
*ere ot aeje juody proud (à

the pÏMS9 a yat, both tbleil, tu

Î.


