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James Pliny Whitney, K.C., is a mian, who, if bis
rise inta notoriety lias flot been meteorie, yet bas been
very remnarkable. ][ike the leader of the Government he
is a native of the Province, liaving been born at Williams-
burg, near Cornwall, on October 2nd, 1843. He received
his early education at the Cornwall Grammar School, and
following the tendencies of bis natural gifts, lie studied
law, and was called to the bar in 1876. For the next
few years lie practised this profession most assiduously
an3d successfully in his native county. He soon became
one of the recognized "legal.liglits," entering upon cases
and sucli duties witli
a vîgor, a persever-
ance and a determin-
ation tliat reminds us
of his doughty political
confrere, S ir C ha s.
Tupper. A failure.was
but an incentive, and
had lie confined him-Y. .

self exclu sively to ýhis
chosen calling lie
would witliout doubt
become one of the
great jurists of Can-
ada. But like a few
other public person-are he resolved ta

ofe is time and ser-
vicçes to his country,
and so entered public
life by contesting suc-
cessfully the local elec-
tion in Dundas in 18$88.
lt is from this date tbat

as the standard bearer of bis party in On~tario. During
the campaign which followed bard after, lie followed some-
what flie plan of the recently defeated presidential candi-
date in the United States, i.e. lie made a systematic tour of
the province, spoke practically everywliere, making the
province aware of the fact that lie was gaing to make the
very best of the opportunities ofièred. It was a politic
move ta bring bimself, hitherto known but- as a inember,
witbin direct and organic toucli witb tbe masses of
Ontario. How far Le succeeded may be noted in theý last
election. His keen -perceptive faculties, bis pawers o!
oratory and bis sll in debate, eminently fit liim for bis
position, and- Lis abilities as a leader and arganizer were

we]l illustrated in this
campaign against the
strong administration
whici lias. neyer
clianged witliin thbe
lifetime s'f most of aur
undergrad nates.

As a .legislator bis
most important meas-
lias been ta punisli
bribery by imprison-

whicli he introduced
repeatcdiy and advo-
cated with .great per-
sistency until it was
fi nally adopted by the
Government.

Durfing the last
session he hld a con-
sultation with the At-
torxiey General, witb
wbat effect is generally
known, resulting in an
Ontario election Iaw
becoming largely bis
h a n djw ork. M r.
Whitney is a canser-
vative of conserva-
tives, as lie belongs ta
the aid scbool, and it
will be interesting ta
watch his attitude to-
wards inatters sitcb as
public ownership and
municipalizatian. He
Was created a Q. C.
)y the Earl of Derby,

in 890 go' e lias taken
a deero interest in the
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