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PPENDED to the University curriculum for
¥ 1890-91 is a paragraph announcing the various
medals offered for competition at the approach-
ing examination. Herein it is stated that the
medal will be awarded in Modern L.anguages
the in the Third Year,'and not as hergtofc‘)re in
the f0urth, This change is entirely reasonable.m view of
DtioaCt that there exists under the new curriculum an
w()ul:l‘ of subjects in the \york of the Fourth Year. It
Mep ¢ o'f course be impossible to a.wa.rd‘a medal among
Sug aking different work. Yet while it is necessary tha'xt
t en'a change should ultimately be madfa in order to suit
thig €W curriculum, it is hardly just that it shoulc.l be made
\at»year, The new curriculum has not .yet come into effect
upOHPresent all Fourth Year students in th.IS course work
Worl the same conditions and do subst.antlally.the same
a ec'a'S hitherto. There would be no dlfﬁculty. in making
Ynentlsmn among them. Yet according to this arrange-
Woy} nt? one in the class will receive a medal. The case
? e e ffntirely different and there would be no groupd
the . PPlaint if the awarding of medals were to cease with
SpreSent year. But such is not the case. The future
®S will receive medals as have the previous ones.
chanr::eone class alone will fall the injustice of not having a
of 9 to compete for a medal, and that cla§s~—the Class
Sena'e .We are not going to question the Wlsdom of the
of the ﬁ:n making a change in the rules covering the award
necessa edal, before such a change was rendered gbsplutely
Qlth()u 'Y Dy the requirements of the new cirriculum,
hQSty 81 We must confess that we see no reason for.the
have :Ctl?ﬂ they have taken in this matter; they might
in t eontlnued to award the medal to the Fourifh Year as
t%, a Pas.,t until the revised curriculum comes in force in
thay :d injustice would have been done to no one. Be
Sompg t may, however, it is a matter of slight importance
the rred with the injustice that is being perpetrated on
Clagg t';Sent Fourth Year students in Moderns. Hereisa
"}los,3 r"flt had no chance for.a medal in its third yezflr, and
Ten, ere(light to compete for one in its fourth year is now
of ¢ hull and void by an arbitrary measure on the part
tigg o ohate, Only special legislation can prevent injus-
Warg Some kind or other being done. Let the Senate
F°111'th W0 medals this year : a special one for the out-going
the e €ar class in Moderns, the old one (according to
such ::1 ru1§5)’ to the present Class in the Third Year.
Moig a action would be commended by all, and. would
tMOern Lshadow of injustice. We would advise the
llhe S énat a“guages students of the Fourth Year to petition
fedg, . to this effect, for we feel that the matter only
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lem o ¢ brOUght before their notice to receive the special
‘bsoh“ U that it most certainly deserves and in all justice

Cly demands,

)

In another column there is quite a lively discussion on
the subject of Second Year Pass German. This has been
partially aroused by an editorial note appended to a letteron
the subject by “ Sophomore " in last week’s issue—rather
by a misapprehension of the meaning of the note than by the
note itself. We thought we had made our meaning clearly,
but apparently some have misinterpreted what was said.
The note did not * raise any objection to the reduction of
the German ” as is stated in the letter of “ Political Science
Soph.” ; on the other hand it very clearly disavowed
the intention of ¢ giving a decision as to the merits of the
case.” We wished then and we wish now to protest
against what is implied in the following statement of
“Sophomore " : ¢ Now the study of these languages (e.g.
Greek, German, French or Hebrew) by minds philosophi-
cally inclined may, perhaps, be best described by saying
that it consists of the learning of facts without even the
relief of theory. Thus to the writer’s humble under-
standing the variety of mental training afforded here is
exceedingly slight.” That was a direct expression of the
opinion, not that there is too much German on the course,
but that German or any other language is superfluous to
students of philosophy. Experience and common sense
have so clearly shown that such a position is untenable
that we could not refrain from urging the Second Year
students of philosophy not to agree with « Sophomore " in
his judgment as to the value of the study of German to
them. Had “ Sophomore " kept to his text, namely, that
there is too much Second Year pass German ahbd left
general principles alone no objection to his position would
have been taken. But © Sophomore ” himself agrees with
us as will be seen by reading his second letter; he
acknowledges the value of the study of German, which it
is plain, from his words at least, he perhaps unthink-
ingly denied in his first letter. Now as to the question of
the amount of German we are free to confess that the
Second Year pass German is probably more difficult than
it ever was before; there is no doubt but that the
philosophy men, if they have not studied German before
matriculation and in their first year, will find it rather
hard to translate all of it and at the same time get up the
grammar. But the remedy for this seems to lie in prepar-
ation before entering the University and not in lowering
the amount of work to be done during the course. Space
prevents us from enlarging on this idea, but in a future
issue we hope to return to the subject and discuss the

question more thoroughly.

Thirty-one of the 289 members of the senior class at
Harvard have already obtained degrees from other colleges.

An association has been formed of Brown alumni for
the purpose of assisting Brown graduates wishing to take
work in the German universities. This is the first organi-
zation of its kinrd in America.



