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J HE new professor of History at Cornellis a
Cambridge man. In conversation with the
ubiquitous reporter he has been making some inter-
esting comparisons between the American student
and his English brother. The American student
he finds shows a better power of generalization, he
is better able to grasp the meaning of a certain
period or movement in history, but as compared
with his brother in the old land he betrays a lamen-
fable ignorance of details. In an examination deal-
Ing with some twenty-five important events very few
of his class made forty per cent, and he was con-
fronted by the most egregious blunders in spelling
and composition. i
We venture to say his experience would be much
the same if he were at any of the other universities
south of us or even in our own Dominion. To put
the matter in a word, there is alack of thoroughness
lr.l the preparation that most men make for a univer-
Sity training. «There is a better power of general-
ization but a lamentable ignorance of details.”
Fairly enough equipped as tools go, but no material
tO_work on. A system of this kind may turn out its
8Tist of graduates, but it cannot make for scholar-
ship in the highest sense. The university is not the
Place for preparatory work, and yet it becomes neces-
$ary to do much work of that kind just to save a
8reat many pass-matriculants from ‘missing the
Whole point of the class lectures. Men should come
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to the university prepared to do advanced work, but
instead of this many find it necessary to supplement
the work of the high school by attendance on tuator-
ial classes in almost every bf‘an(fh of study covered
by the departmental exa'mlnat'lons. The student
who enters on honor matriculation has an immens'e
advantage over his other classmates, but even he is
none too well equipped and there are -few indeed
who know their Greek grammar or Latl.n pr'ose as
they might or should. Pfarhaps sg)met.hmg is due
to the mistaken notion which preva11§ with p.arents,
that university work is THE education, while the
work of the high school is merely prep.aratory and
ought to be shortened as m.uch as Poss1b1e. A no-
tion of that kind isin the air and is hard to resist.
But in the opinion of univer.slty grad.uates, the pre-
aration of the high school is most important, and
. ht to be made as thorongh as possible. In fact
oo rash enough t0 assert that a thorough-
SO{ﬂe il‘jeh school course would furnish 'a better
B - than a hard-scrabble course in the
ed"lcaflf)tn begun by the favour of the senate and
?}I)l;verl:cey ’of a supplementary examination. Such a
gq will be carried on by a process of squeezing
e’ and will end in the mean triumph of
i -1.deserved sheepskin.
e ')Ff}?: iims at something better. If he
Supposethe work of an honour course without the
e reliminary training in the classics he is
n.ecessaryrg aring endless vexation for himself by
s1mP1y-b?n pnarrow limits to his own study, limits®
Igeicg;nn()gt help but fret him, and that will certainly
e t his achieving anything like genuine
preven hi The material should be on the ground
50}:1013;;5;&(1 jnto some sort of shape before the
o k of construction begins. Many a .student hafs
e d to this fact when his term in college is
awakene leted, whereas he should have been met
nearly comr:)utset by an imperative demand for bet-
at the Ver}::1tion. While the way into the university
?er prepal;s and others are crowding her gates it
- ma}de 2on)1,e other aid than the “wise foresight (?) of
req outh” to enable him to make haste slowly.
1 cant(:wgniversity save men from such disappoint-
Let | be raising the standard for matriculants, and
mer;]t };ave her own fair name by refusing to place
1:; ierflprimatur upon men who have not proved

their worth by honest preparation.



