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beenl recOgîlized by Etiropean and Aincricaîi tnîliver-silies. ht was the refusaiOf Oxford to admit to the curriculum soine fe\v cars ago iliat st) disappointedt'le hloPes of Sir H-enry Irving, anti brotuglt abotut thc hiead of the venerable in-Stittution rather vuluble criticismn from M ir. Hcnry Arthur jolics. Aniotiier cri-tic of Old wvor1d repuite xvent so far as to attempt a little by-play oni the suibjeci,the suibstance of \vbich, "'extenso, was sonmethiîîg as follows:Oxford was personified b3 a gatekee1 îer, and the (rama by a fulI-bIown3 Outh seeking admittance.

"Who art thon, (said the porter) so youing and fair that knock witlî suc],assurance at our (rates ? 13egone, andi leave mie in peace."1arn tbe Draina (ansxvered the youth) and wouid fain enter, for 1 brin-gti(iings front the outside world.''
"Begone (said the porter, peering throughi the bars), thon art ain intruder~-thy 1)resence is a contamination. Thy bones are filled with the inarrow ofYOulth. Thine eyes sparkle, thon art radiant, breathing, thon art a/jvc."'l'lie wortis miay be a littie awry when collipareci with the original,' but thePoinit is, at any rate, fairiy well preservcd, exag-gerating, as it probably does,Ilie Oxford attitutde iii suicli matters. It ias then, indeed, lield to be oiy aniatter of tiîne when the great Engii Iiniversit ' w'oid folloîx' in the wakc ofOItiers, and corne to realize tiîat the national draina of Egadis flot too 11ii-(lignifie a stuidy to gain the recognlition and the approvai of ils auiguis as-senibly.

The impor tance of an optional stuc! ofth rmai easy to define and it
tosoften inci(iental to the protracted analysis of one ting. 'lie dIraina ap-Proaclieci as anl listorical evoluition is no l)ropcr diversion froiin the dilettante.,but a live and1 maîiy-sideti field of investigation.B i means of it there is de-riveti anl interpretation of history whicii is a guitiing corrolary to the narrative'Or chronolog.ical Inetiiois. It is a liistory of jîoiitics, of art, anti of socialstandards. Tt is a tracery of that graduai fusionî of foreign currents of artand opinion with Saxon i(ieals which recordis the developmient of tlie EngiishIllinici an([ ail tiiat lias nmade for the stability of B3ritish intelligence and taste.It gives tue inost direct presentation of conduct, action, cauise and effeet in bu-

Illan. life. Approaclied fron tlic standpoint of fornm, it is the nost virile of alIlterary expressions. Evcrv cicînent is fouind unificd and( vivified tinder the(iraînatie rnetiîod-thc epic,' the lyric, even the eliiotional ode, every species ofProse, every formn of wit, huminor, sarcasin, or pathos, ail enter inito the field anti'iltist be approached, îîot as expository or didactjc renditions, but as purely ob-Jective, drainatic-ftil1 of suggestive force and harmiony whlîi mleet the studenit11a1f wa3y, and( whicli further give a live bearing to iuciî of tiîat ordinlary an-nl35iS atiit acadenmic deadness , njecessarilyý incidentai to a protracteci et 'dy ofany hteratîre The tludy of tue draina opens uip a field of intelligent litrrand< tlîeatric appreciation' wiiich miglît, for îîîany a stuldent, be kept foreverciosed. The draina at its best is a pleasing teaclîr-a liersuasive inteliectual,force iîn society. Tt frequentiy is, and shotuld more often be, a purifier of Ilu-


