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THE HIGHER EDUCATION 0F WOMEN.

W E take from The Week the following interesting
paper, read at the Dominion W. C. Tf. LJ , by

Agnes Manie Mlachar:
Tbe differences of opinion that bave compiicated the

question of the Higher Education of Woînen recali
the remark ni a tboughtfal' writer, that ln the actual
conditin of humanity, errors and misdýoncel)tions are the
natural atcompaîîinents of the proccss through which
trutb is brought to light. To tîmis general truth, the
question of the Higher Education of Womjen formns no
exception ; and perbaps thee'ause bas suffered from the
miSltakes of its friends, scarcely less than from thuse of
its eneliies. The main struggle, however, lias been
fuught, and even it is now generally concedenl that there
is no0 reasuli why studious young woinen sbould miot bave
f ree ac(ess to ail the advautages of systematie and
thoruugh traininsg tlîat are open to studions young men.

There are Stil Some wbo, eitber frin misconlception or
fromn a strange auld sîowîy dying prtijndice against a
thoron-ghîy edlucated woînanîîood, would fain keep back
the wbeels of tine. Even îiterary women bave been
funind ready tu Sound tbe note of alarm that the progress
nf femiale educatioti is likely to prove injurions to the
race by deteriorating the physicai health and develop-
ment of thîe mothers of the future

There eau 15e nu doubt that this is nut altogether a
superfiuns warning, in regsrd to the condnct of educa-
tien for both sexes under the present general Ilcramining
system," whicb pervades ail our educational institutions,
andi bas called forth sncb a vigorous prutest from Eng-
lisb mnen nf letters. Doubtless, also, the evil effects of
tbe systein are likely to tell mnucb more injuriuusiy ou
young womn tban ou young mnen, but, this is inerely an
accidleut of education, not its necessary or legîtimate ac-
compartiment ; and we May trust that, ere long, the
growing intelligence of the age will swveep away a practice
Bo injurions to the true developmeut, whetber mental or
physical, whicb is the aim of education, properly so-called.

AIl true fri,înds uf the progress of higher education
amuug Womeu bave a double reasun for urging ou tis
urgently needed reform.

But une distinction cannot be too strongly empbiasized,
in ail discussions of this question ; and tbat is, the dis-
tinction between IlLiberal" and I"ISPecialised"' education.
Tbese twu stand on entireiy diffex eut grounds, and, lu
discussion, sbould be kept entirely distinct, especiaily as
regards the education uf womnen.

For, as regards men, the speciaiised education, that is,
the edncatiun which lits hlmi for a special calling in life,
follows naturally lu thc wake of tbe liberal education
Wbicb sbouid precede it, wbenever this is possible, while,
in tbe case of womnen, the domestic dnties wbicb formi
tbe usual and normai avocations of the Most bappily
Situated wumen do nut seemi to bave the saine direct con-
Ilection witb previons lingnistic, mathematie or scientifle
Stu(iy.

As regards women, the specialised studj es which
naturally follow the coflege course of the young man are
ouly for the comiparatively few; those who combine,
with the need and the desire to ern their own liveljhood,
the ahility and the inclination for soine professional
calling. These of course have a right to the best special-
îsed training possible to fit tileI for their chosen voca-
tion; and as the great excess of women over men nmkes
it inevitable that inany womeln imist remain unmnarried,
and in xnost cases maintain thernselves, it is only to be
expecte(l that inany More intelligent and independent
young, wo-Mnen will seek to provide tlmemselves in advance
witb the nicants of earning ai, honourable coomupetence,
should a congenial niarriage flot fail naturally to their lot.

As for the somcewhat overstrajned fears of those wh'o
dread that thec tendency to seck speciillisetl training mnay
deteriorate the physical health and dcvelopment of1 womn
we înay wcIl reply that, if it does tend to lower the
ideal phy.4iqite, in some Cases, tîjis le îlot an ideal world
arnd we have frequentiy to adlapt ourselves to very un-ideal
conditions. If evcry wornan could bo fittedl into a safe
domestic nilche-

Her office there to rear, to teach,
Becoming, as is meot and fit
A link amnong thie days, to knit
The generations each to each -

it would certainly be quite unnecessary that she shotild
exhaust any portion of her strength and ellergy in under-
going a severe course of speoialized study. But as labour
of some kind must need be the lot of inany woinen who
frequentiy have not only tn maintain themniselves but te
provide for others, helplessly dependent on themn, and as
it is better, after ail, that wornen shoubi work" than
tbey shouldl Ilweep," or even ile, it becomnes a mnatter of
Somne consequence wbether tbey shall do congesîial and
renunerative work or earn a bare livelibood by i11 paid
drudgery. And the severest course of study necessary
for professional training is scarcely likely to exhaust the
strengtb ami vitality of women as milch as must trie hard
menial labour, or the perpetuai machinc-work, at wbich
su many mothers of families prematurely Nwear them.
selves out ini ton prolonged hours nfi nanual drudgery.
The dlangers to physical healtb that luî'k in specialized
study are after ail bot a dlrop in the bucket conmpared te,
the rnanifest evil effects Of the Overstrain of physical
labour to whicb many women are driven by bard iieces-
sity. And of course, for any individual, the greatest
happiness anti usefuiness are to be found ln the hune of
those natural gifts and promptings, n-h ch, for aIl of us,
are at least indications of the kjnd of work that (Àod
means ns to do in this world.

It would seemn, therefure, unjust to denly to anly Young
wonian who shonid desire to prepare berseîf for seine
professional avocation, the mncans of su doing.

ln the case of ber marriage, the acquiremeuts wili nlot
be entirely thrown away-nu real knowledge ever is
wasted, while the mental discipline they bave involved,
the habits of accnracy and, thorougbness gained, will be
most useful to, ber lu the condliot of ber household and
the training of ber bildren. Oniy in very exceptionai
instances, indleed, would she be at ail likeiy to attempt
to live the double life-professionai and dlomeftic-whiîi


