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and ascends the Selkirk slope. The Columbia River continues its northerly
course for some cighty miles farther, and, at what is known as the “ Big
Bend,” makes a bold sweep round the northern extremity of the Selkirks,
then flowing almost due south through Oregon Territory into the Pacitic
Ocean. The Selkirks form, as it were, a long spit of land some two
hundred and fifty miles in length and fifty to seventy in width, having the
Columbia River on either side, and enclosing their northern end. The
geological system to which they belong is the lower carboniferous, in which
the dark slates with quartz veins interlaminated are a notable feature.
The rich mineral belt of which we have spoken is crossed by the line of
railway a little to the west of the summit of the Selkirks. This belt is a
prolongation of the gold and silver range that runs up no'rthwa.rds through
Texas, Colorado and Montana. It enters Canadian territory between the
115th and 117th degrees of longitude, passes up by the Kootenay Lakes,
traverses the whole length of the Selkirk Range, crosses the Columbia
River near the Big Bend, and continues on northwards by the valley of
Canoe River to the Cariboo Mountains and Peace River district beyond.
Its general bearing is north-west, and it is said to be about forty miles in
width by some five hundred miles in length in Canadian territory. All old
miners have unbounded faith in the existence of this streak of mineral
wealth, and their faith has been rewarded in some instances by unusually
rich finds. It is « matter of direct observation with them that all the
streams flowing out of this belt are more or less gold-bearing; that O,ff it
any indications of rich minerals are invariably mlsleadmg. In the Cariboo
Mountains, in 1862, enormously rich placer mines were worked. It was
no unusnal thing to take out from two hundred and fifty to three hun
dred ounces of gold per diem from one claim, this immense yield ben}g
continued for some weeks. Gold is still found there in the creek bcfds in
Paying quantities ; but the work is not so profitable as formerly, owing to
the great depth of gravel that has now to be dug through to reach the bed
rock where the gold lies. In 1866, on McOullopgh Creck and Gold Creck,
hear the Big Bend of the Columbia, large quantities of gold were fpund ; bgf,
In consequence of the great difficulty and expense of getting in supplies
Over rough mountain trails, the diggings were abandoned.  Flour cost
1.50 per pound, candles §1 each, nails $5 per pound, and so on ; and, even
at these prices, it was impossible to supply the wants of the community,
and starvation forced the miners to leave. A feVY broken-down log-houses,
Some surrounding the decaying remnants of b'illl:u'd tal?les, l_na.rk the site
f the former mining town, and suggest, amid the \'avelr’d silence of the
orest, the scenes of boisterous revelry incident to a miner’s camp.
At the time these diggings were worked, all that could be gioner was to

Wash out and secure the loose gold lying in the'creek bottoms. l‘}':oggh

ese deposits were a sure indication of golc‘l-bearmg quartz veins existing
Somewhere higher up in the mountains, it was useless at that time to
search for or find them. The means of communication were such that, if
fD“nd, it would be impossible either to bring in the heavy 1]1?,ch1ngry
Decessary to crush the quartz, or to carry out the ore to crushl‘n.g mll‘ls
®tablished elsewhere. By the construction of the Canadla? Pacific Rail-
Way this state of things is now changed. The Secc_md‘ Crossing of the
‘olumbia River where the town of Farwell has been built is only forty-five

Wiles digtant from McCullough Creck and Gold Creek above mentioned, and -

4t smg]] expense a good pack trail is now being con‘struc‘ﬁed t‘hither, in thfs,
Bear future to be expanded into a waggon road. Miners and “prospectors
316 already finding their way in to the gold workings that were years ago
abandoned,
Noristhizall. Twenty years ago, at the
. nty years ago, - s .
2 man who now occupies an important Government position was working

m“}er, attracted to the McCullough Creek gold fields by that desire for

o88ily-gotten riches that has proved an ignis fatuus to thousands. One

3y, when clambering up the ountain side, 'he stumbled upon a I;Ch
Juartz vein cropping gut of the rock. He examined the material, founF it
0 be of the best quility, and bearing a very large percentage of:' g?l’d. I:I)r
'® reasons already given he was unable to make any use Qf his hndd. ] e
1sely said nothing about it, but kept the secrot unf,ll the time shpul uo}me
o0 it might be turned to profit. ~ The construction of the rallwa)}rl 138\
ought that time, and though no longer himself able to beajr the(al ard-
Ships of 4 niiner’s ]’ife he this spring fitted out a party of_e.xperlence men,
and furnighed them w;ith accurate descriptions of the position of the (;/01}111.‘
S result was that in May last the quavtz vein was re-dlscovereq, a.;ll t;t'nb
M located and registered. Specimens of thg ore have been l)tl ough :-tz
ey are extremelyarich in gold. The material is t;.h'e red, rotten (llua
With which all Qolorado aud ﬁ[ontana miners are.famfﬂ‘ltar.ealMp(;rtleI?:({)elggx
work lavine . vein. in order to be certain ot 1t8T , .
Tinging 132;33?:::2;:13:(’3:; ° About the same time another pa'rlb?r dis-
Covereq, higher up the Creck, a quartz vein rich in both gold and Sll :evr;est
of 1 the line of the railway in the Tlle-cille-waet Pass, & fewbn:n e;trua(
® Selkirk summit, rich silver-bearing galena lodes .ha.v(.a e- T
_ﬁ)re the line crogges the mineral belt spoken of. All plnsﬂllnmrii:r e
&rid b9 lll.ade accessible by the opening of Fhe railway in i(;/]'b‘e broughé
With(‘lirllStrlCtﬂ that have hitherto-been practically unknown w
reath of scientiti liances. .
Urther to the L&;I:)tli:;llf :gaf.)in, on either side of the Kootenay dLake,hr;Cg
Very extensive d(epositbs of silver ore aretiabout b(;lgn-;gf)oge;SunBPSc'otch
I‘ancisco back as the yer).l' ¢ a9, ’ 24 oy
(:)tlanisbt’ who gzgglﬁ?:l z’l;;,mf Eofg}fe Douglas pine that 1?1 'pecul&‘m; }f;(; 1;:(1;1:;1
on big, campe the Lake. In smoothing o o pro,
Yong of rock t}?;,:;i j(: KS’G}Z; 1}’;11‘:: ;’}fc floor of his tent, he was sa.stolmsheda rfg
ghtt""i"g metal. Examination showed that this was galena,

e an half-

a.gssttua“&y 8 yielded silver at the rate of $30 Eez t:}m' re,cE;(l)ll; [:OOr:t:{lthr:lion of
r 1 . N . 1e re 10

the Nory this wealth has Iain undeveloped ; bu ud without doubt, ab

thern Vacific Railway has made it aceessible,

time of the former excitement,

w

cl

an early date, mining operations will be carried on on an extensive scale,
Hitherto the mining operations of British Columbia have been almost
entirely confined to *“placer work”: 4.e., to finding the gold that has
been deposited in creek bottoms by the long continued wearing down of
ledges. But little has been done to obtain the precious metal directly
from the quartz veins by crushing the native ore.  The completion of the
national highway, passing through, as it does, almost the very centre of
this vast range of mineral wealth, will without doubt give a great impetus
to quartz mining ; and, in future years, the cold gray slates of the Selkirk
and Carihoo Mountains will be forced to give up the rich veins of gold
they have so long held imprisoned, while the wild and silent valleys will
resound to the clatter of the noisy stamping mills, G. C C

IMPENDING PROBLEMS ACROSS TIE BORDER.
WasHINGTON, September 28, 1885,

Tur State of New York possesses nearly one-tenth of the population,
fully one-tenth of the voters, and more than one-sixth of the wealth
of the Union. Her triennial election for Governor acquires national im-
portance by reason of the prominence given to the successful candidate as
a “dark horse” in the field of Federal politics, and the electoral vote of
the State is frequently decisive of a Presidential contest. These several
bases of political supremacy are reinforced by the existence in the elector-
ate of an unorganized, indeterminate yet persistent body of balloters, whose
insensibility to the stock arguments and entreaties of the political bosses
repeatedly reduces the latter to despair. Frowm the unique situation thus
outlined results much of good in the sphere of practical politics. Party
leaders within the State are compelled to a ceaseless vigilance in watching
and measuring the currents of popular thought and feeling, and party
leaders throughout the Union are constrained from time to time to advance
their lines to keep touch of their indispensable allies-of the Empire State.
The “platform,” or declaration of alleged principles, of a Democratic or
Republican convention in this State may be relied upon to contain the
usual exaggerated summary of the lofty achievements and virtues of the
party issuing it, and the customary insincere denunciation of the opposite
party ; but it may equally be trusted to disclose in larger and truer weasare
than similar emanations from conventions held elsewhere, suggestions of
the new questions, or new aspects of old questions, that are pushing their
way to the front for action in the one direction or the other.

With this explanation, let us see what are the questions in practical
politics with which the American people are likely to occupy themselves
during or within the years that lie immediately before us, taking as our
guide the topics of the rival platforms lately constructed at Saratoga.
Some of the readers of THE WEEK may find pleasure an<, possibly, profit
in laying them side by side with their own problems in politics.

The most striking fact is the apparently steady progress of the wage-
earning class towards separation from the general body of the public. The
judgment of our unscrupulous but sagacious platform-builders is that the
workingman, technically so-called, is no longer content to be free, like the
rest of the community, to combine for self-interest, but he wishes the rest
of the community to part with the freedom its individual members now
possess, of discriminating for or against this or that trade-union in the dis-
tribution of employment ; or, in other words, boycotting is to be given a
statutory form and effect. Secondly, the supply of labour in this one
market is to be artificially stinted by preventing within it the operation of
those natural forces by which labour unceasingly distributes itself conform-
ably to the ratios of supply and demand. Thirdly, convicts are to be sup-
ported in idleness at the public expense, and compelled to conscquent
physical and moral degeneration, in order that they may in no wise “ com-
pete ” with honest labour. Fourthly, the dwelling of the artisan is to be
made and kept wholesome and comfortable by the state., Flfbhly, the
protection of the state is to be thrown around women and c!uldren em-
ployed in factories. Sixthly, taxation is to l.oe ““ equalized,” which presum-
ably means the familiar graduated scale for incomes. .

These incipient projects or promises of legislation point to the difference
between the America of to-day and that land of  plenty,” whereof the
author of “ Cheer, Boys, Cheer ! 7 so roysteringly sang a matter of some

ears ago.

fort{;g;ving %he pretorian camp of *Industry” for the open country, we
find the state of affairs looking more cheerful. Patronage is evidently not
oing to regain its baleful ascendency in the civil serv.ice, and the gilver
dollars, . which threaten us with an avalanche as ternb.le as the mighty
gnow-slides of the Alps, are to cease accumulation and disperse their bulk
in a comparatively harmless manuer., Mupicipul otfices are to be so ﬁllec:i
and subordinated that it shall become possible to tix and enfort;e responsi-
bility for abuse er neglect. Public educgtion is to be_further v1t‘lelzed and
extended so that gross ignorance shall not be a prime factor in the cor-
ruption of the ballot. Protection may not strengthen its grasp ou the
national polity, but its progress towards the door is to be by slow, easy
paces. Transportation rates are to be dealt with on rgmona] prm.mpl.es,
while the state maintains its power of contt:ol al.ld correction. Prohibition
has manifestly not crystallized in. the public m.md as the uliimate remedy
for the evils of drankenness; neither has high license, dlscmm.matmg
license, nor direct state-management of the retail traffic ; nor anything but
the makeshift of local option, that works ouly in small communities among
which habitual drinking and habitual idleness prevail beyond the average
of the country at large. What an opportunity this pause and uncertainty
in the political development of ) the question presents to the churches. to
reconnect themselves, by orga.mzed"eﬁ'ox:t working through moral agencies,
with the active iifu and interests o society ! .



