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and ascends the Selkirk siope. The Col umbia River continues its northerly
course for some eighty miles farther, and, at what is known as the IlW:g
Bend," makes a bold sweep round the northern extrernity of the Selkirks,
then flowing almost due south through Oregon Territory into the Pacifie

Ocean. The Selkirks form, as it were, a long spit of land soine two
hundred and fifty Miles in length and fifty to seventy in width, hàving the

Colunmbia River on eitber side, and enclosing their northern end. Tihe

geological system to which they belong is the lower carboniferous, in whichi

the dark siates with quartz veins interlaminated are a notable feature.

The ricli mineraI belt of which we have spoken is crossed by the line of

railway a little to the west of the summit of the Selkirks. This belt is a

prolongation of the gold and silver range that runs up northwards through
Texas, Colorado and Montana. It enters Canadian territory bet.ween the

llSth and ll7th, degrees of longitude, passes up by the Kootenay Lakes,
traverses the whole Iength of the Selkirk Range, crosses the Columebia

River near the Big Bend, and continues on northwards by the valley of

Canoe River to the Cariboo Mountains and Peace River district beyond.

Its general bearing is north-west, and it is said to be about forty Miles in

width by soine ive hundred miles in leugth in Cariadin territory. Ail old

Miners have unbounded faitli in the existence of this streak of mninerai

Wealth, and their f aith bas been rewarded in some instances by unusualiy

rich finds. It is a matter of direct observation with them that ail tlie

streams flowing out of this beit are more or less gold-bearing; that off it

any indications of rich minerais are invariably misleading. la the Cariboo

Mountains, in 1862, enormously rich placer mines were worked. It was

n10 unusual thing to take out from two hundred and tif ty to three brin

dred ounces of gold per diem from one dlaim, this immense yield being

COntinued for some weeks. Gold is still found there in the creek beds in

paying quantities ; but the work is nct so profitable as forrnerly, owiug te

the great depth of gravel that bas now to be dug through to reach the bed

rock where the gold lies. la 1866, on McCuliough (Creek and (bld Creek,

I lear the Big Bond of the Columnbia, large quantities of gold were fouid ; but,
in consequence of the great difficulty and expense of getting in supplies

Over rough mountain trails, the diggings were abandoned. Flour cost

$ 1.50 per pound, candles $1 each, nails $5 per pound, and so on ; and, even

at these prices, it was impossible to supply the wants of the community,

and starvation forced the miners to leave. A few broken-down log-bouses,

'Omûe surrounding the decaying remuants of billiard tables, mark the site

of the former mining town, aDnd suggest, amid the weird silence of the

fOrest, the scenes of boîsterous revelry incident to a miner's camp.

At the time these diggings were worked, ail that could be done was to
'Wash out and secure the loose gold lying in the creek bottomýs. Thougir

the8e deposits were a sure indication of gold-bearing quartz veins existing

80raewhere higher up in the inountains, it was useless at that time to

Bech for or find them. The means of communication were such that, if

foun"d, it would be impossible cither to bring in the heavy machinery

ileesary to crush the quartz, or to carry out the ore to crushîng mîlîs

E8tablished elsewhere. By the construction of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-

Weay this state of things is ncw changed. The Second Crossing of the

(Olumbia River where the town of Farwel] has been built is only forty-êive

Ifliles distant from McCullough Creek and Gold Creek above mentioned, ani

at 8mall expense a gond pack trail is nlow being construcied thither, in the

"Fear future to be expaîrded into a waggon road. Miners and "lprospectors"

are alreadY tirîdiiig thî'ir way in to the gold workings that were years ago

eabandouîed.

Xor is this al]. Twenity years ago, at the time of the former excitement,

'no,"a Who now occupies an important Goveramient position wvas a working

iteattracted te the McCullough Creek gold fields by that desire for

SiY-gotten riches that has proved an ignis f4tuus to thousands. Orne

day, whenl clanîibering up the nirntain sidel, Ire stnmbl!)ed upon ), rich

rt vein cropping out of the rock. He examinied te m trafu di

0 be of the best quality, and bearing a very large percentage of gold . For

tereasoîrs already given hoe was unable to muake any use of his tind. Hie

Wlsely said nothing about it, but kept the secret unti1 the tiurre should come

lireu itmiglît be turned to profit. The constructino Ieriwyla
Ugtthat timje, and thoughi no longer himself able to bear the liard-

Rhips of a nîiner's life, he this springy fitted ont a party of exporienced men,
anrd furnislied themn with accurate descriptions,' of tire position of tire vein.

Th" resait was that ini Miay last tihe quarltz vein was re-discovered, and the

eyi oa are t isereh . Speciineirs of the one have becîr brougbit in.
are xtrniey rcliin gold. Thre miateriat is thre red, rotten quartz

*ith which ail Colorado anrd Montana mîniiers are fanrîiliar. Men are now

býrin rlayilig bare the vein, in order to be certain of its real extent before
gn91g in crasingi machirery. Aotheame ture another party dis-

coerdhigher 0p the Creek, a quartz vein richi in both gold and silver.

O the lino of the railway in the Ille-cille-waît Pass, a few rmiles west

Ofer the Sekr urimit, rich l jverbearing galna Iodes have been struck
whr hu ie crosses tireý mineraI boit spoken of. AIl this Minerai wealth

'ell bO nad, accessible by tihe opemrirg of the rail way in the near future,

e'mnd districts that have hitherto-been practically amiknown wiIl'be broughit
Wthia reaôh of scientitic appliances.

Further te the soati, again, on cither side of theo Kootenay Laike, rich

ar eyextensive deposits of silver ore are abotbigoee pb
al Francisco cngSoc

botaaist hoCompany. As far back as tino year 182)5, ayugSoc

O0IU b! h gave bis nîaine to the Douglas pille that is peculiar to British

tions ola, camped on tihe bank of the Lake. lcsuohn f h rjc
of rock that jutted up in the floor of his teît, he was astonished to

rOecent a mea.Exainination showe(l thattiswagaeaan
a-ce ys Yilîled silver at the rate o spetn.Frmre than haif-

th y X hn w liras main undeveloped ; but thre recent construction of
Nortiîern ti'acific Ittil way hirad ne it aces.ibi, d WiLhout doubt, at
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aun early tdate, mining operations will be carried on on an extensive scale.
Hitherto tire niining operations of British Columbia have been almost
entireiy confined to "placer work" : je., to inding the goid that has
been deposited ir (reek bottoms by the lon,, continued wearing down of
ledges. But littie lias been done to obtain thre precîous metal directly
from the quartz veins by crushing the native ore. The cour pletion of the
national highway, passing, through, as it does, almost tire very centre of
this vast range cf ruinerai. wealth, wîll without doubt give a great impetus
to quartz mining ; an-d, in future years, the cold gray slates of the Selkirk
and Cariboo Mountains wîli be forced, to give up the rich veins cf gold
they have so long held imprisoned, while the wild and silent va1Ieys will
resoud to the clatter cf the noisy stampiug inilîs. Gb. C. C.

IMPEiVTDINVG PROBLEMS A CROSS TIIE BORDE1U.

WASHINGTON, Septeruber 28, 1885.

Tan State of New York possesses neariy ono-tentîr cf the 'population,
fully one-tenth cf the voters, and more than orne-sixtîr of the wealth
cf the Union, lier triennial clection for Governor acquires national im-
portance by reason cf tire prorninence given to the successful candidate as
a "ldark horse " in the fiebd cf Feaderai polities, and the electoral vote cf
tie State is frequently decisive of a Presidential contest. These several
bases cf political supreanacy are reinforced by the existence ini the elector-
irte cf an unorganized, indeterminate yet persistent body cf balioters, wbose
insensibility to itle stock arguments and entreaties cf the politicai bosses
repeatediy reduces thre latter to despair. Frorîr thte unique situation thus
outlined results iuuch cf good in the sphere of practîcal polîtics. Party
leaders within the State are comapelled te a ceasuless vigilance in watching
and measmiriug the curi-ents cf popular thoaglît and feeling, anid party
leaders througinout the Union are constrained frotu time to tinrie te advance
tireir uines te keep touch cf their indispensable allies cf the Emnpire State.
Trhe Ilplatfornn," or declaration cf alleged principlr's, cf a l)cmocratic or
Republican convention in tis State inay ha relied apon to conitain the
usual exaggerated s umrnary cf the lofty achievements and virtues of the
party issuing it, and the custcmary insincere denuniciation cf tire opposite
party ; but it may equaliy be trusted to disclose in larger anti trimer ineasure
than sirnilar emanations froin conventions hield elsewhere, suggestions cf
the new questions, or rrew aspects cf old questions, thrat are pushing thair
way to the front for action in the one direction or the otîner.

With this explanaticu, lut us see what are the questions ini practical
polities with whicb the Amarican people are likeiy to occupy tîremuseives

during or within the years that lie immediately before us, taking as our
gfuide the topies cf the rival platforms lately constructed at Saratoga.

Some cf the readers cf THE WEEK May find pleasure an'i, possîbiy, profit

in laying them side by side with their own problemns in polities.
The mnost striking fact is tire apparently steady progress cf the wage-

earningy class towards separation f rom tire general body cf tire puibic. The
judgment cf our unscrupalous but sagacicus platformn-builders is that the

workingman, technically so-called, is no lonrger contentto be free, like the

rest cf the community, te combine for self-interest, but ha wishes the rest

cf the connmunity te part with the freedom its individual manîbers now
possess, cf discriminating for or against this or that trade-union in the dis-

tribution cf empicynnent ; or, in other words, boycetting is te ho given a

statutory ferai and effect. Socondly, the supply cf labour in this one

market is te be artificiaiiy stinted by preventing within it the operation cf

those natural forces by which labour uncaasingly distributes itseif conform-

ably te the ratios cf suppiy and demand. Tbîrdiy, convicts are te ha sup.

pcrted in idleness at the public expemnse, and compeiled te consequent
physicai and nmoral degeneration, in) order that they may ini ne wise Ilcoin-

pete " with honest labour. Fourthiy, the dwelhing cf tire artisan is te be

made and kept wholesom-e and conufortable by the state. , Fifthly, the

protection cf the state is te be thrown around women and children ent-

ployed in factories. Sixthiy, taxation is te be Il equaiized," which presum-

ably means the famniliar graduated scale for inconnes.
These incipient projects or promises cf legisiation point te the difference

between the America cf te day and that land cf Ilplenty," whereof the

author cf "lCheer, Boys, Cheer se 5 roysteringly sang a matter cf some
forty years ago.

Leaving the pretorian camrp of " Indastry" for the open country, we

flnd the state cf aflairs lookimrg more cheerful. Patronage is evidently net

going te regain its baleful ascendency in the civil service, and the silvar

dollars,,-which threaten us witli an avalanchre as terrible as the migity

snow-siides cf tire Alps, are to cease accumulation anrd disperse their bulk

in a comparativeiy irarrniles mmanoîer. Municipal cilices are te be se filled

and subordiniated that it sînaîl become possible te trx and enforce respomnsi.

bility for abuse or ireglect. Pubrlic educâtion is to ire farther vitalized and

extended se that gross ignorance shaîl not be a prime factor in the cor-

ruption cf the ballot. Protection may irot strengtbemr its grasp omi the

national polity, bat its progress tcwards tire door is te be by slow, easy

paces. Traînsportatioin rates are t0 be deait with on rational principles,

while the state iaintains its power cf control and correction. Prohibition

lias manifestly not crystaliized in, the public mird as the ulimnate remedy

for the evils cf drunkenness; niether bas lrigh license, dnscriminating

license, nor direct state-management cf the retail traffic ; nor anythirrg but

the makeshif t cf local Option, that works orrly in smali comrmunities among

wbich habituai drinking anrd habituai idleness prevail beyond the averaige

cf the country at large. Wlrat an opportunity this pause and umcertainty

in the political developinent cf the question presents te the churches te

reconnect tham salves, by organized effort working through moral agencies,

witir th(ireLý acti a nde iùýti,'rsts o.r Socicty B.
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