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A DIRGE.

C0LD, grey and drizzty drifts the dreary day;
Drif ts to the gloom-girt shores within the West,
And cowering sinka before night's spectral sway

To troubled rest.

The lowering heaven lends ne guiding light,
Wild, black-winged shades her flickering beams debar.
Save in the East, there gleatneth, coldly bright,

A lonely star,

Which sheds its tearful beamsabaove thy grave
Where sear and shivering droop the wind-swept fiewers.
Death doth above rny lunib'ring darling wave

Thro' dragging hours.

Oh! cloud-bound night, and naked sighing trees;
Oh! wailing winds and mad waves making moan
Thy woe-tuned voices chant ber litanies.

Love, Life, is flown.
A. L. MeNAE.

,STA GE1REALITJES.

T H1E curious and gossipy otd Latin writer, Autue Getli us,
has handed down to pesterity a singular story of a

certain fatnous Greek actor named Poins. Playing on one
occasion the titie-rôle in Sophocles tragedy, IlElectra," be
was seen te burst into broken sobs over the urn which was
supposed to enshrine the remains of Orestes, whomn Electra
believes to lie dead. The vaat Athenian assemb]y was
moved to a man by the actor'a tears, but few pres<ent
guessed their terrible significance. The urn, in fact, con-
tained the ashes of the tragedian's only son. This incident
bas not beEn without its counterparts in the history of the
modern stage. Mrs. Siddons, as Lady Constance, wept
motherly tears over ber own boy; and Maecady has him-
self described how the recent loss of his daughte-r gave
poignancy to his emotion in the part of Virginius. These
tories, and others that migbt be added, show us, indeed,

how Diderot, and bis followers notwithstanding, the world
of reality, will sometimes invade the world of fiction, and
the feelings of the actor be heightened and coloured by the
feelings of tbe man. Perhaps it 18 imapossible for an out-
sider ever to reatize how often genuine tears bave been
shed upon the stage-net the tsars of Quin in IlCorio-
lanus," or Mrs. Porter as Isabella, or Talma in IlSimais,
fils de Tamerlane," in which cases the performers were
admittedly influencsd only hy the dramatic force of the
situation ; but the tears of those who have seen in the
parts sntrusted to them, the faint reflections of individual
griefs. The green curtain and the row of foetligbts have
no magie te shut eut tbe stern facts of everyday life. Not
in this way atone, however, have truth and fiction been
seen te overlap. The old Roman love of unrelieved reat-
isin-the love which, while it created the brutalities of
the gladiatorial show, also prevented any genuine succes
in the bighier walks of dramatic art-prompted thein occa-
sionatly te introduce into their stage performances the
actuat exhibition of an occurrence, in place of a mere
imitation thereof. Thus we read that once at toast the
death of Hercules, in Il Hercules Furens," was represented
by the burning upon the stage, and in fult view of the audi-
ence, of a crimina! who had been lying under sentence of
death, and who was thus made at once te satisfy the
requirements of the outraged law and te minister te the
inbuman pleasure of the Roman poputace. The revotting
butatisin of sucb an exhibition of course very property
blinds us te its artistic implications; but it may be peinted
eut that, viewed on its osthetic ide alone, it reveats ne
greater miscenception of the first principles of dramatic
efsct than is te be found in many modern devetopments of
the rsalistic craze. But attogether apart frein sucb pro-
meditated occurrences, stage history furnishes us with many
instances in whicb death, witb a trange and striking appre-
priatoneas, has stepped in te round off the mimic scone. In'
France, the performer ef the part of Judas, in an old mys-
tery playý getting his neck entangted in the repe, was
banged in earnest before the spectators. Sîmilarly in a
Passion play performed in Sweden in 1513, oe of the act-
ors was se carried away by rotigieus or dramatic excite-
monts that he actualty ptunged his spear inte the aide of
the person representing Jesus, kilting hum on the spot.
Every reader of Molière witl recottect bew, ptaying the
part of tbe pretended invatid in bis own "lMalade imagin-
aire," the great dramatiat was amitten down by the real
ilîness wbich se soon proved fatal. Coincidences even
more singular than those are upon record. An acter of
the naine of Patterson, for exaniple, was once appearing as
the Duke in IlMeasure for Measure "-a rôle in wbicb, it
wilt be remombered, occur the foltowing lines

Reason thus with life:
If I do Jose thee, 1 Ido Jose a thing
That norie but fools would keep.

And scarcely ba'i hu uttered the words before bo fell back
in the arma of a brother acter, dead. Another performer
namned Palmer expired during tbe representation of "lThe
Stranger," with the significant words

0 God, O God!
There is aiother and a better world,

stiti upen his lips.
Perbapaj among ait recorded cases of designed stage

realisni nons is more singular in its way than that men-
tioned in connection with a benefit performance wbicb

was given on bebaîf of Dr. Clancy. No one knows any-
thing about Dr. Clancy nowadays, but in hi,3 own tiijues
be en)joyed a certain reputatien as the auther of oe or
two ptays. lis benefit took place at Drury Lane, on
Apnil 2,1744, and tbe play chosen for the occasion was
"(Edipus " ; Dr. Ctancy, who was himself blind, per-

forminig the part of Tirosias, the blind prophet. The bilt
of the play, headed with the pathetie verse from Milton:
"The day returus, but not to me returna," expressed a

hope that the Il novetty " of tbe performance, as weli as
the "' unhappinese " of the docter's case, would Il engage
the faveur and protection of tbe British audience ; " and
it is certain that, frei n e cause or the other, the bouse
was wett filled. But it nevortbetess seema te us that the
representation must have beon of a particulsrly painfut and
distressing character. But though ws bave bitherto
referred onty te their patbetic or tragic aspects, stage
reatities have their humerous ide as well. It la said,
for instance, that when a piece called Il The Battis of
Waterloo " was firet produced upon the Engtish stage,
the violence of national prejudice suddsntv betrayed itself
in a semewhat curieus way. As the play originalty stood,
a number of French soldiors bad, in a particular battle
scene, te drive their Engtisb enemies in confusion acros
the stage. This was weli enough for a performance or
two, but patience and endurance have their limite, and
even the long-suffening Il super," accustonied thougb be
is te ail the caprices of the managerial will, will, like the
proverbial worm, turu in the end. Se was it in the case
in question. Tbe Engtisb "lsupers " at lengtb grew
weary of having, night af ter nigbt, te suifer ignominieus
defeat, amid the cat-cals of gallery and pit. One evening
their patriotisin proved tee, much for them. Instead of
retreating at the proper cue, as dutifut Il supers '" ought
te have done, they turned upon the IlJohnny Crapauds "
with aIl the bearty pugnacity of the genuine John Bull,
snd, înuch te the amusement of tbe spectators, and net a
littie te the dismay of ail interested in the piece, drove
thoin triumphantly from the scene. This story, by the
way, reminda us of another, net unlike in generat char-
acter, in which, bowever, the dieturbing element of reatity
was introduced, net by the actera, but by a section of the
audience. A good nîany years ago at Groenock, some
performances were given of the once popular metodrama,
IlThe Anchor of Hope," a play centaining one sxciting
acene in which thore was a figbt botween a band of smug-
glers and a captain. It happened that ense vening a
large part of ths hous waas ld by a contingent of saitors
froin the Channel fooet, whicb had just anchored outaide
the town. Att went well enougb till the smugglers
attacked the captain, and then in a moment the whole
house was thrown into confusion. A perfect stampode of
outraged Il tare " struggted on te the stage, where tbey
fell upon the smugglers and routed thein, amid the intense
excitement of the enlookors. It was enly witb the great-
est difficutty that tbey could ho made te understand that,
after atl, it was Il enty acting." Lt must have atruck
moat spectators that the exigencies of dramatie performi-
ance of ton present extremety ternpting oppertunitis for
the exhibition of personat prejudicss or apite. A danger-
ously suggestive situation in Lee'a Il Rival Queens " bas
been twice thua turned by distinguisbed actreases te
meanly personal account. Lt happens that in a famous
scene botweon the two beroines, Roxana and Statira, the
former bas te stab the latter with a dagger. Once in the
banda of Mrs. Barry, and later in those of Peg Woffington,
the daggcr wasaiamed at the beast of the fair rival witb a
vigour wbich originatsd, net in the anger of the qusen,
but in the irritation of tho actresa. In much the saine
manner an incident in a play was once usod by soins
Il supers " for the punishinent of a leading acter, hy
wbom, as tbey thought, tbey bad been treated witb very
scant respect. The acter, as an boneat sailor, had te ros-
cus a fair lady frein the clutches of a band of pirates-in
othor words, frein the aggrieved Il supers." But instead
of retinquiabing thoir prize after a brief and heartss
resistanco, as the plot of the play requirod, the pirates feti
ineamneat upon the unfortunato sailor, and after bearing
hum by main force frein the acene of action, returned, and,
te the unspeakable astonishinent of the audience, made the
dainsel seurs in their own secluded cave. It is neteri-
eus eneugb that when an acter once gets wott wammed up
te bis werk, the faint lins between jeat and sarneat is apt
te be overstepped. Edwin Ferroat, thse great Anierican
tragedian, was in particular notsd among the profession
for bis Ilpowerf ul " acting, and waa aemewbat inclined,
wbeD the oppertunity aervecl, te, perforai with a vigeur
wbicb. made it rather unpteasantly bot for these wbo had
te play te hum. On oe occasion, while rebearsing a
Roman play, he roundly upbraided the "Isupers "-with
wbom ho had te engage in a baud-to-baud struggle-for
the lulrewarmness of thoir attack. One of ths baud forth-
witb enquired if Forreat wiabed te Ilmake a bully figbt »"of
it, and Forreat at once said Ilyea."- And a Ilbully figt "
of it they certainiy made. That nigbt the nimie battîs
was for once tumned inte a bearty and tboreugh-goiug
gaine of fisticuifs. The Roman minions struck eut like
mon whe meant business ; the muscular beo answared
with wett-timed blow on blow. At iength oesIl super'"
was knocked boots ever boad, four retired te their dres-
sing roins te have their wounda attendsd te, wbite the
others took te fligbt ; and thua tbo Roman wrneor waa
ef t, breathîssa indoed frein bis unwonted exortion, but
stitt the undisputed master of the field. It may fairly be
assumed tbat for once at leaat Foreat bad a mucb eat-
isin as ho desired, unteas indeod ho belonged te, that clams

of mon wbe nover have enougb of anything ; like the
manager who, baving dined a Il super " for net màking UP
black enough as a negro, afterwards discevered that it W80
upon a real negro that ho had expended thse vials of bis
wrath. W. H.H.

TBE RAMBLER.

HE ea aprochofour Canadian winter, deemed'0
cuit te endure if proper procautions ho taken, reminds ne
that it was net alweys regarded witb thse compeacent
intoreat that we-in the last days of 91-exhibit. I
came acrosa an article in the Atlantic Miontitly of abolit
ton yeams age sotting forth the rigours of fanai tifs ifl
Muakoka, and, as 1 read on, it bardly seemed possible: that
the privations therein recorded by an Englisbwomefn of
breeding but defective physique could ho genuine. No
wender thon tbat our villages decey and our Young popU*
lation cemes inte town. The truth seems te be thet Win
ter, in sucis a city as Toronto, and Winter in distant
country recosses are very difierent thinge. The desolatioii
of reinote Canadian districts, wrapped in snow and givOU
ever te solitude and isolation, rendors existence iusupPOrt-
able. After att, the climate of Canada, of wbich ws boer
se mucis and se favourably, witl prove bier great stuMbIing
block unteas as yeers go on the continued clearanceO f
foreets wilI conduce te leas rigorous conditions. 'fho
readers of that nuinher of tise Atlantic lifnthly muet have
shivered and shook whon they read it, and procoeded te
thank tho Stars and Stripes that tbey were net as theoe
others were-rednosed, blanketed, cheerless Canueks.
forgive tbe writer ; as doubttess bad suifered much, but 't
was scarcety fair te lot such a picturo of Our civilizatiefl go
into a fereign magazine.

Among the eartier records of thse Hudson Bey Ste
nient, t ho tetters te Lord Selkimk frein Capt. Miles Mac*
douetl in 1811, contain soeo very interosting passages tel"*
tivo te the rigeurs of thse new climato. SbOrtly after they
made a trip in 61 days frein Storuoway, Capt. Macdoû6't

wnites :
'ILaet winter was the sovemeat over knewn in thOls

parts-gaule disappeared & iny of tise improvidenlt

natives perished thro' cold 4, want. Tho Thermonfleter
was at 49ý degreos below 0.-Lt is well that it is pest, 't
tee h oped this may ho a miid one. Wo have hed the
Thermometer almeady at 8 c& 9 degrees below 0, twO sle'
ceeding nigis, & wo have now snow on the ground, 1 t
is therefore timo for those wbo are witbout bouses te begiii
building."

The littîs coteuy wa saon attacked by that dread fOo
of the pionor-tbe scurvy, but bofome this, tise brille
Macdonelt writea again te a Mr. Auld:

" DFAniSIR-We bave bad a sinaît supply of fresb
aisat from Mr. Geddea since I had the pleaeure of writing
you tast. A party wes sent there a few days ege n
only bmougbt three Barrots of salted meat-Mr. Gedde'
informedi Mr. Jue. Stoan, the officer with the party, tbt'
be had orders net te give us any more fresb meet but to
roserve it aIl for the Factory. This must surely ho a 'liB
take of Mr. Geddes', as 1 understood both frein Mm. AUild
and yeu, that the motive of sending us te this place, ~'s
te hoe in a convenieut situation te receivo supplies of froo
meat for the preservation of tho healtis of our people.

" There is scamcety provisions new on baud for 00
month's conuuiptien, et tbe rate of 2 lb. Of moat pet- do"
te a man-& at the expiration of tbat tino thero islo0
prehabitity of a communication being practicable betffee
this and the Factery, it beiug vory ncertain at whet tino
we eau cross the river on ice. Our situation boesWli»
1ceusoquently he o met seiptees. We bave made vr
possible exertion te get Gaine, but bitherto ail te ne Pur
pose, oxcept about 3 brace of Wood Partridges wb.ich bae
beon killed. Wo now occupy boti saides of tise riv'et, a
bave a party et Sam's Creek-no Deor bave yet been oe

Furthor ou we bave thse atill more intereating rpe
that te the want of vegetables "tse people boiiig verl
groas feedors mey hoe ascribed lu a groat measure theot"8toat YF. and although tboy aro net alteotiser stragmr o
this disordor et other Factorisa on thse Bay coe'the
more prevaeot et York than anywhero ese. For.V0
cure of tbis disordor many exponsive articles are 9
whicb, migbt welt hoe spared. An Orknoy man Oflo
yoar's importation lied by the lst Fsby. wheunIsa ' tb
et thse Factory, drauk eut a lsd. of Englisb orter.
soins gallons of Port Wine, & bed besidos used a
of cryatatized sait of lemon, essence of malt & crabelOrtt
without gotting wetl, wbile my mon rscovered lu a .0 6

tims by simply drinking the apruco juice. Spmuero
prevailiug wood boe & 1 betieve of ait these Dot
parts; were it au object that woutd pay, tnons tb
essence migist be sent home, it is ealted the pindem ~
people, wbo were quite ignorant of its beneficiat qualiet
apmuce, pepter, & larcis are ait the specios of weod tbo
grow te trees, and these are of e very moderateoil
last is called Juniper."

00000.
Frein alt of whicb we attii ecau leeru e feW 10t

Yen know tbat tise inteltectual ascendancy of to b
populenly ascribed te tbe beau and pumpkin diet O
good old New Engtaud régime, and, apart frein an à tlios
te poko fun et peculiar customs, la it net the tttit1
eut of that quiet corner of Uniterian Vegetariaeii5

.-ÔCTOBBB 30th, 1891.


