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bore me. Wbat do I cane about your discovenies of
Walkyrie, youn disputes ai the god Othon with bis wiie,
and the entire Scandinavian mytbology dnawn witb great
difficulty irom old, dusty books? Witt these things ever
happen ta me 1i Can aIl these obscure legends find an ecia

in nîy being ýi Ta set erudition ta music is an idea that

could accur only ta the brain ai a madman, and this mnad-
man had ta be a German-that is, twice mad. Reproacli
the aperas ai the Italian masters as much. as you wiil ; you

may very justly criticise in thein an abundance ai vocaliza-
tian whicb, I am the tirst ta admit, is aiten out ai place
and bas no other abject than ta show a singer's vocal
pawes; a facility sa great that it avoids neither comman-
place non conventionality; very ordinary-choral wonk;
and a bundned other faults. But they bave geniu-tbat
is, that indescibable something wbich i8 the flame that
penetrates, that wanms, that lives, that communicates itseli,
that vibrates, and that at a given point binga the tears
ta your eyes--an event whichi the admirera af Wagnerian
mathematics have no occasion ta fear. The misanthrope
pnefenned Ma mie ô guè ta the affectations ai the authon ai

the sonnet ; I prefer a tender phrase batbed in teans ta al]

the sonorities ai thc new schoal, whicli are notbing but

immense affectations, There are in IlLucia " twa or thnee

admirable pages for whicb .1 wouid give a score ai sonatas
with the second act afIl"Lohengrin" tbrown in. There
is firt the supenb finale ai the second act wbich attaiîîs the
Mnost intense ematian and shows wby Donize-tti was called

* the De Musset ai music ; then the mad scene and the death
ai Edgar. These things bave not grawn aId, and wili neven

grow aid; and the neal public, the public that does not

leel it a duty ta say that it is amused wbeu it is boned and
that it is bored when it is amused, shows in applauding
them an enthusiasm sucli as rarely greets tic leanned pro-

ductions ai aur toa learned and toa pedantic proif'ssors.
The accident which almost prevented the fint representa-
tion afIl"Lucia " is knawn. A sick tenon bast bis vaice

and had ta stop at the stant. Fatunately thene was

another in the audience; ha leaped upon the stage, jumped
into the firt painraif 6ots that he saw, and, witbout
rebeansal, witbaut previaus understanding, on boards
entireiy new ta him, in an unioreseen arrangement with
which lie was not acquainted, acquitted himseif s0 marvel-

lously tiîat bie waii acclaimied, necalied, and ta a degnee that

exceded politeness, because be was nealy veny remark-
able. This tenon is Engel, wbo sang recentiy at Brussels,
and wha at present, I believe, bas no engagement andl
singsaia concerts. A God bas came ta bis aid and won

Paris for him ; naw that ho bas Paris, I imagine that he
wiil have nîo difficulty in inding a director. -But sec how
we are ituated 1 Thc directors mpend thein time in telling
yau thene is nobody ta ba ifound; they visit ail the
European capitale and came back stammering. Then, as

soan as they need same one, they find bim there, at a cer-
tain point, in the third orcestra chair, la it nat tic

fable ai the man who nuns aiter fortunme and the man wbo

awaits in bis bcd 1
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Our enterprising local publishens, Messrs. Suckling and

Sons have lately issued the aboya piecca, handsome in
appearance and dccidedly usclul and manketabie. M.

Boulier's "Lancers" presents a moat enticing caver, upon
whicb tic goad sbip IlPanisian " floats upon a catim sca.
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othen publications are equaily intereating.
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EUNICE : A STORY 0F DOMXESTIc LiFs ix Nzw ENGLAND.
By Margaret M. Rb.aertson. New York : Ansan,
D). F. 'Randaipli and Ca.

This is nat 50 strong a book âe I"By a Way She Knew
Not," by the samne authon, but it bas many ai the best
chanactenistica ai the latter work-aimpiicity, clearness
sud thonougli eannestneaa ai purpose. Misa Robertson
appears ta be as familiar with New England, as wth
Scottisb lufe and chanacter, and in IlEunice " she bas
given us a bealthful tary in wbicb acenes and people are
presented with chanming naturaînesa and no little skili.

TnU&oDORA : A HOME STORY. By Phebe McKean.
New York : Anson D. F. Randoiph and Ca.

This unpnetending but interesting stary pictures the
home lufe ai a Vermont ministe's tamiiy. The story
opens shortly before the outbreak ai tic Civil War ; and as
Theodora neided fon a time in Virginia and ber two
brothens lought for tic Union, the. narrative is enricbed
with incidents inom that great conflict. The story is at-
tractively told, and the salutary moral and religious tond
which penvades it cannat failta make it helpful ion the
bearing ai every-day burdens and the peniarma of
.very-day duties.

RYERso-N MEMMORIAL VOLUME. By J. George Hadgins,
M.A., LL.D., Barrister-at-Lâw and Deputy Minister
ai Educatian. Toronto: Warwiciç and Sans.

This valu me, which in externai appearances looks alto-
gethen taa mucli like a bound copy ai a parliamentary
repart, contains the proceedings preliminary ta, the erectiaxi
ai the monument ta Dr. Ryersan, a description ai the
ceremonies cannected with the unveiling ai the monu-
ment, the full text ai the addresses delivered on that oc-
casion, an histanical retraspect ai Education in On'tario,
.9a special chapter on tlie state ai Education in the olden
time in Upper Canada, and a pensonal chapter relating ta
Rev. Dr. Ryersan." It contains mucb useful and inter-
esting infarmation. It furnishes matenial ior, but is not, a
worthy memoriai valume. Dr. Hodgins is an industriaus,
painstaking and conscientiaus compiler, but be docs 'lot
seem ta bave the art or the iaculty ai making a compila-
tion attractive. llappily, Dr. Ryenson's iame needs no
memoriai. fHe made for himself, in the work lie did, a
memorial mare enduring than bronze effigy or graven in-
scription. Aithongli tbis volume is di4appointing same-
wbat on accaunt ai the limits witbin which it is contained,
and somewhat on account ai its shape and iarbidding
typognapby, we may hope for something better in anothen
volume wbich Dr. Hodgins intends ta prepare, and wbich
will give, "I rom private letters, memoranda, and various
documents, a personal bistony ai tbe iounding and vicissi-
tudes ai aur educationai system iromn 1844 ta 1876 inclu-
sive."

THz SCOTCH laîsuXi.N;AmFiticA. (Muinnati :Robert
Clarke and Ca. Cloth, $ 1.50O; paper, $ 1.00ý

The Scotch Irish Socicty ai Amenîca was orgiized at
Cincinnati in May ai iast year for the prese, Lion ai
Scotch-Irish bistory, the keeping alive the Esprit de Corps af
the race, and the praootian of social intercourse and frater-
nal feeling among its members, now and liereaiten. This
volume contains the proceedings ai the Scotch-Irish Con-
gress at wbicb the saciety xvas onganized and the addresses
deiivened thereat. Arnong the speakers were such muen as
ex-Govennor Practon Knott, Proiessor George Nlauloskee,
Rev. John Hail, D.D., Hon. William Wirt Henry, 11ev.
D. C. Kelley, D.D., Col. A. K. Mu;Clure, lion. Benton
McMillin, Rev. John S. Mclntosh, D.D. and Hon. S.
Fleming. Tticse able addresses, printed in full in this
volume, give some idea ai the extent ai the Scotch-Irish
clement in the United States and the influence this caura-
geous, self reliant and progressive race, witbl its stern
Presbyterian cneed, bas exented in developing the social
and polîtical chanacter ai the cammonwealth. IlNo par.
tizan or sectarian significance attaches ta the saciety " and
it does not propos i ta co-acern itseli with ioreign politics.
It is intended ta extend it ta the Dominion witb a Vice-
President for ecd province. Mr. Thamas Kerr ai Toronto
is the Vice-President at large, for British America, and
Mr. A. F. Wood aifiHamilton, Vice-President for
Ontario.

WALPOLE, By John Morley. Twelve Englisb Stateamen.
London and New York: Macmillan and Company;
Tononto : Williamson and Company.

The public cancer ai Robert Walpole embraces a very
important peniod in the shaping and deveiapmnent ai British
parliamentary institutions ; and its tncatment couid handly
bave been entrusted ta an abier pen than that ai the
eminent stateaman and man ai letters wha prepared this
volume. Walpole's characten and policy were, in his lufe-
time and aften it, subjected ta, the most violent abuse and
the moat unscrupulous misepesentatian ; but the candid
rea4en who thoughtiuily peruses this volume wili admit
that the great Whig minister was, with al bis fauits, and
they were chiefly the iaults oi the time, a wite, akilful and
caurageous statesman, animated by a sincere desire ta
promote bis country's good. Walpole sat in the flouse ai
Commons for ionty years; for twenty-ane years he was
Prime Miniater, with the cantinunus support ai Panliament
and the unwavering confidence ai the saveneign; but it
was not by Ilthe systematic misapplicatian ai the public
maney ta the purposes ai bribery " that he maintained
bimacîf in power. "lThe first qualification in une who
aspires ta a ruling place in the caunsels ai a nation is that
he should have a sound and penetrating judgment ; the
second is ample and accunate knowledge ai the business in
hand ; and the third is tenacity ai will and stnength ai
chanacter. All this is the very roat ai the matter, and the
root ai the matten Walpole had. The arts ai management
were a vseful, perhaps indispensable, adjunct. Nevetie.
less, it was no£tot th@ arts ai management alone, or even
principaly-it was bis practical grasp ai the facts ai
public business--that enabied Walpole ta acquine at the
same time favour iin the closet ai the king, unbounded
influence in the House ai Commons, and great, thougb
unbappily not always unbounded, autbority aver public
opinion in the country." IlTo say, withi some modern
writens, that Wapole organized corruption as a system,
that lie made corruption the normal procesa ai panliamen-
tary government, that lie governed by means ai an
ossembly aatunated with corruption, is ta use language
enonmoualy in exces of ny producible evidence and ai ail
legitimate infeence ;" and Mn. Morley concludes Ilthat
the time bas came when the neckiess calumnies ai un-
acrupulous apponents, stiking with masks on, ahould be
at laat dropped finally ont irom the history ai a good
servant ai bis country." Mn. Morley de votes a chapter ta

."lThe Cabinet " in which he shows Ilto what point the

evolution of Cabinet gavernment was brought in Walpole's
time and by bis influence," and that it was ta him "lmore
especialiv, that we owe it that goverfiment in England is
carried an, flot bv royal or imperial ministers, as in !{ussia,
nor by popular rinisters, as in the United States, but by
parliamentary ministers." It is curious ta notice bow
slawly the office of Prime Minister became recognized as
an essential part af Cabinet Government. Walpole,
althoughhe "lwas inpracticeabie ta invest himseli with more
of the functions and pawers af a Prime Minister than any
of bis successors, was compelled by the feeling af the time
earnestly and proiusely ta repudiate bath the name and
tit]e, and every anc of the pretensians that it involves."
In a debate sa late as 1761 Henry Grenville declared it ta
be an Ilodiaus titie," and Lord North is said never ta have
,liowçed himsclf in bis awn famiiy ta be called by it. It
was in 1803 that Pitt arragated "lta the minister as bis

just dlaim and demand " what IlWalpole was obliged ta
thrust away from himself as a rcpraach and an oflènce
against the constitution of the realm." In an account af
Walpole's career mare than passing note must necessarily
be made ai the mast distinguisbed ai those who were allies
or enemies during bis long tenure ai power. Sunderland,
Godoiphin, Harley, Bolingbroke, Tawnshend, Atterbury,
Puiteney, Carteret, Wyndham and athers irequently
appear in these interesting pages ; and in the chapter an
IlThe Court " the character af George Il., and that af bis
clever Queen, Caroline af Anspach, Walpolc's firm i riend,
are described, and same af tbe influences are indicated by
which he secured and retained the favaur af one sa difficuit
ai management as the king.

UNIÇNOWN SWITZERLAND. By Victor Tissot. Translated
fram the Twelftb Edition by Mrs. Wilson. New
York:- Ansan D. F. Randalph and Campany; Taranto:
Preshyterian News Company. Ciath $1.50.

"Unknawn Switzerland " introduces the reader, flot ta
the fareigners' but ta the natives' Switzrland-'" the
charming Switzerland af mauntain zig.zag ; the goad, aid
Switzerland ai flawer-bordered paths through shady
woods; ai cheerful roads fallowing nio rule, and enlîvened
by the diligence bells and the boid, merry blast ai the
postiian's horn-sounds that draw ail the prettiest damseis
tu the villiage windowvs ; "-where, instead of the fashian-
able batel, with its crowds ai canventioal itaurists, its
absequious hirelings and its exerbitani bills, Ilthere is the
peaceful and patriarchal wayside inn, where yau are enter-
tained for faur or five francs a day, witb its kinùly hostess
and ber smiling maidens, its carved balconies, witb boxes
ai naturtiums and pinks, its windows, witb littie lazenge.
sbaped panes in leaden frames, its oak-paneiied dining.
raam, ai which the decarations are tbe aid cdock, the stone
stave, like a monument, and pictures iiiustrating the
carier af William Tell, or the nat less authentic mtary ai
Genevieve ai Brabant." M. Tissot's itinerary takes bim
f ram Paris, by Basic and Lucerne, and across the St. Qot-
bard ta Laguna; through tbe Engadine; iram tbe Inn ta
the Rhane ; thraugh tbe Valais and ta tbe stili primitive
Gruyère Ilwith its superb mauntains and hospitable
chalets." If the reader bas aiready traveiled in Switzer-
land, but anly aver Ilthe comman track foliowed by the
holders ai Cook's tickets or indicated in tbe bcst-arranged
circular tours," be wili the bptter appreciate the beauty
and grandeur be neglected ta see ; if be stili looks iorward
ta visiting the littie Helvetian republic he wiil surely
endeavaur ta leave the beaten paths for some, at least, af
the scenes sa vividiy described in this charming addition
ta the ever-increasing literature ai travel. Tbe book, how-
ever, is nat ail devoted ta descriptions ai scenery. We
bave bits ai bistory, interesting legends, ancient traditions,
strange tonies ai guides and hunters, folk lare and
accaunts ai curiaus local customs. M. Tissot writes with
Frencb vivacity ; and, tbougb bis skill in word-painting is
severely taxed, bis vocabulary is abundant and bis fluency
unfaîling. lis sketches ai typicai tourists are amusing
and not without a suspicion ai national prejudice. Tbere
is the French married tourist wba is Ilalready rather portly
and hall baid," wbom yau recagnize "lby bis amali figure,
his short legs, by bis wiie walking like a sentine1 at bis
aide, and by bis absanbing occupation as nurse maid; " the
Frenclh bachelor taurist who is "las aIent and bold as the
marnied touriaït is prudent and slow - . - assumes
wîth ease the airs of my lard, drinks bard, and finishea by
manrying an heiress wham lie bas aaved firom an inundation
or an avalanche ;" the Tartarin wbo I"travels in illusion
and flannel, and changes bis ciothes four timies a day for
fear ai catcbing cold, discourses with the peasants in the
plain ta teacht tem bow ta saw wheat and ta know turnips
from potataes ;" who Ilgregts everybady, bas seen every-
thing, visited everytbing, ascended everytbing, relates
atonies that neyer bappened, ' and Ilis the terrai tables
<'hote, the bugbear ai sensible people;" the Engiisb, Ilfinely
and firmiy built, accustomed f ram their early youth ta
violent exencise," wbo are invincible ta fatigue, -scale
mountains witb a martial ardoun, carry inaccessible
summits by assault, and "lseek out danger as an ý3njoyment
and a luxury; " the type ai Englishwaman wbo deserves
speciai mention-" the tail, aid maid, thin and wiry, as dry
as the moral ai an ill-written tract ;" the Germans, wbo
treat Swîtzerland nather like an annexed province, but,
notwitbstanding many eccentricities and disagreeable
peculiarities are Ilmerny feliaws and goad companians
wben they are neithen nobles, non men ai letters, nar
afficers, nar corporals, nor iawyers, non Pruasians ai
Prussia, non bave been covened wîth glony and laden with
medais in 1871 ; the Jacquerite who is Ilentirely sworn ta
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