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EDITOR BRANN ON
SUPERNAL VISIONS.

A Freethinker’s Interesting
Chapter on ‘Catholic vs,
Protestant ‘Cranks.’ »?

From the July number of Brann’s
Iconoclast we take the following :

An unknown correspondent clips from
the press a rather sensational account
of the supposed appeurance of the Holy
Virgin to Louise Paliniere at Tilly-sar-
Seulles, together with the pilgrimings to
the spot, and sends it to the Iconoclast
with the following domment and query :

“About opce a year the Catholics run
off after some 8uch crank, thereby bring-
ing religion into contempt and
creating atheists by their ridteulous
mummery. Why don’t you turn your
iconoclastic batteries loose on this For-
DE-ROL ? What is your opinion of people | .,
who countenance such idiocies " -

The man who writes a letter reflecting
upon the sanity or honesty of a numer-
ous and patriotic body of American
‘people should bave the moral courage to
either sign lns screed or burn it. An
anonymous “roast” is a cowardly stab in
the dark. Publishers do well to consign
to the waste basket such communica-
tions as being the emanations of irres-
ponsibles—of people who will say more
in a minute than they will stand up by
in a month. However, as my corres-
pondent Las touched upon & subject of
interest to many people, I will, in this
instance, waive the rule applying to
anonymity. Frankly, I think but little
of miracles, ancient or modern, and re-
gard supernatural appearances as but
the idiosnycracies of religious neuro-
pathics. Mile. Paliniere’s vision of the
Virgin was, in my opinion, but a day-
dream, the fond 1maginings of a maid
with whom religion had-became.a mono-

hell.” And pray he did.
ing the J.ord regarding a number of
things of which He was supposed to
bave no knowledge, and telling Him
exactly bow to manage the universe, he
informed us that the devilhad come up
to the pulpit and warned him not to eall
upon the name of the Lord.
of this wonderful sight-seer was Crismus,
At Ashton, Ill., a good old Proteatant
lady assured me that upon going into
her cellar one day she was confronted
by Satan ; that she¥

in prayer and he disappeared.
was noted for the excellence of her savER
kRaUT Lhave always suspected that the
prince of darkness was on a foraging ex-
pedition,

to have gotten the best of the con-
troversies, however, for Luther himself
assures us that Satan by his arguments
compelled him to make an important
alteration in divine services; also that
on another occasion his inframnndane
visitor worsted Lim in a debate and so
terrified bim by his voice that he was
in danger of death.
father of Protestantism
relates that when about to be turned
down in areligious disputation a black
phantom appeared and helped bim out
of the hole,
same party that amended
creed we are npot informed. Nor has
this unhappy taculty of seeing the devil
hyer'mg a Protestant church some years
ago at Tipton, Jowa, I was surprised to
see the pastor engaged in an exparte
dispute with an invisible person.
shook his fist and declared that he

Zwinglive, the
in switzerland,

Whether this was the
Luther’s

et been lost by Protestant divines. En-

He

would pray despite all the powers of
After advis-

The pame

ell upon her knees
As she

It were easy to cite hundreds of such

visions, related by Protestants, since
the days of Lutber.
a marked difference between Protest-
ants and Catholics in this respect. While
the former usually see the devil, the]

There is, however,

‘manis, Ler fervor snd eestacy bordering | latter content themselves with Visiong of

on delirium. 8till, T realize that there
may be wore things in this world than
I havejdreamed of in my philosophy.
In dealing with the supernatural, as
with all things elss, it is well to bear in
mind the apothegm of Seneca, to the
effect that *many persons would have

the Lord or Virgin. - Why this is go, I
know not ; but, a8 agood Protestant, the
fact gives me ineffable pain.
those terrible Jesuits are liable to sug-
gest that angels and demors, like men
and women, usually visit those in Sym-
pathy with themselves. Another .re.

Some of

attained to wisdom if they had not pre-|markable fact which may well give ug

sumed that they already possessed it.”
If the age of the miraculous, of angelic
visitations ever began,we have nospecial
reason for believing thatit has come to
an end. It is certainly no more remark-
able that the Lord should reveal Him-
self to St. Theresa and the Virgin
to the maid of Tilly-sur-Suelies than:
that Jacob sbould wrestle with an ange]
and Jehovah speak to Moses from the
burning bush. If there was vver a time
in the world’s bistory when something
more than the written law becomes
necessary to fix mankind’s faltering
faith, that time is even now. The man
who scoffs at St. Theresa’s visions yet
acceptd unfalteringly the inerrancy of
the Bible, strains at a diatom and swal- | 3
lows an entire drove of dromedaries.|g
There are various reasons why the leono-
clast does not align its guns upon these
so-called supernal vigions. I am not
aware that they are doing the world any
serious damage, and the Iconoclast gs-
sails ouly those things which it believes{ o
to be really detrimental.
. Furthermore, to brand al} such vision-
aries a8 “cranks” and those who count-
enanoe them as “idiots” were to vili-
pend the coryphei of the Reformation
and deride the Protestant faith, If all;
who dream dreams and see visions ; if
, 811 who profess to bave seen the super-
natural be written down as purveyors of
ridiculous ro1-pE-ROL What i8 to become
of our beloved Luther and his co-labor-
ers ? It 'was not tue magic mirror which
8t. Theresa saw; not the Archangel
Gabriel in Rue de Paradis, nor the
Virgin Mother ‘gtanding beneatn an
elm in the canton of Calvados that
Luther witnessed ; gych visitants were
entirely t00 tame for that good man who
denounced the Zwingliang as “damned
fools and blasphemers” jpgulted the
learped Erasmus, called the doctors of
Louvain “beasts, pigs and pagans,” incit-
od the people to assassinate the Pope,
and otherwise displayed that vigor and
viralence which drew after him g]] the
chronic kickers of Christendom,
_ Luther’s supernatural visitor wag in-
variably the devil, and those ¢wo
‘worthies usually made it hot for each
other. The prince of darkness appears

pause is that, while the religious ecgt.
acies of the Catholics are usually congy.
cive to peace on earth and good-wil] o
men, those of their Protestant brethrep
are almost invariabjy trouble-breeders,
Itdoes no particalar harm for & maig o
get the idea into her head that she has
seen the Virgin Mother; but Johp of
Leyden proclaiming himself King of
Sion, marrying seventeen wives gng
authorizing mrost brutal murder, ig quite
another matter. David George asserteq
that ke was the Son of God; Hermgapp
urged the massacre of all msgistrates;
Hackett declared himself to be Cbrisc;
Johauna Southcote issned passportg o
heaven,

while scores of others jj.
viged vagaries equally fantastic o
angerous. ; It mast be remembereg

that these/people were not only Protest.
ants, but commanded considerable fo].
lowing ; that many of them demandeq
and received the worship of latria, which
the most enthusiastic Catholics hgve

ver withheld from their Popes gng

saints, True, Luther did not sanction
the fierce fanaticism and egregious fo|1y
of the Anabaptists ; but he was none the'
less responsible therefor.
ratural sequence of his revolt againgt
authority, of the doctrine—which ig the
basal principle of Protestantism—thgay
each individual possesses an inalienaple
right to put such interpretation upon the
Scriptures as he may please.

It wag the

Protestantism has, from its inception,

been the unwilling wet-nurse of infidlity,
Luther did more to propagate it than
did the alleged moral laches of tpe
worst of Popes, the sacred relics that
have been subjected to so much ridicule,
the inudern miracles, the doctrine of
Papal infallibility and so-called “sale of
Indulgences.” The Catholic Chuarch ig
based upon authority, whether rea] or
assumed Ishall not here pretend to say,
It insists that it is the chosen salvatory
and divinely ordained exegete of Chrigt.-
ian dogma. We may decline to admit
this claim ; but we cannot deny that it
was the sheet anchor of Ewrope fora
thousand years; the lone roek upon
which Vandal and/Vigigoth beat in vajn;
the rallying point for a society otherwige
helplessly wrecked. In polifies, ar,

religion (he plaintively

Science, letters, there was chaos ; but
amid it the Roman Catholic Church
stood immutable as.a granite monument.
Suppoge that it had faltered ; bad stop-
ped to argue ; had declared that it be-
lieved instead of declaring that it knew ;
had implored instead of commanding.
Every student of history knows what
would have happened-—~the Christian
religion would bave perished utterly
and Luther’s revolt heen against the
Iinaul of Islam. This anthority once
overturned throughout g large portion of
Europe, the wildest excesses followed.
Ignorant and violent men became the
founders of sects, whoge ridiculous doc-
trines and unseemly orgies disgusted
thinking men with the very name of
religion. Atbeism and Protestantism
developed side by side, the scholar fol-
lowing the gonfalon of ibe first, the
ignoramus trailing blindly in the wake
of the last. A few learned men of well
balapced minds embraced Protestant-
ism in its infancy ; but almest without
exception they drifted jnto the camp of
doubt or returned tothe CatholicChurch.

Ii is impossible to ind during the first
century of the Reformation one master
mind which it canght qnd held. Even
Melancthon, the beloved disciple of
Luther and by all édq the ablest of the
early reformers, declared. that he felt
“like Danie] in the lion’s den,” and was
“tempted to take flighy,» Nor is this all
While the Catholic Chyycli bas ever as-
serted its position apg proclaimed its
doctrines as those reggrqifig whose,truth
there could:be no doups, the great Pro-
testant dfvines have geldom been wil-
ling to accept the inevigable sequence of
the dogmas they were employed to
preach. Professing one thing they have
proclaimed another or dodged the issues
altogether, Beechers Jetture on evolu-
tion i8 a case in point, belng almost a8
‘materialistic. as even Ingersoll ‘could
dsk.  Bat it is not alone in these decad-
ent days that we find: doubt 8mong fhe
Protestant diviries, - Lutker himself de-
clared that he-did not know Whether he
taugbt the truth or not, and freely ad-
mitted that he rould not prevail uypon:
himself to believe what he taught to
otbers! (The first of the foregoing gtate-
ments wWe have on the authority of
Lather-himself, the latter on the tegti-
mony of bis eulogist, John Mathei.) How
is tbat for a sOI-DISANT reformer and
founder of a new faith—for one who
separated from the Church 0 Rojne be-
cause as he assumes, it bad connjyeqd at
falsebood ? It is somewat remgriable
that, while admitting I8 doubts, first to
his intimates, then to the public, Iuther
should have declared : “It ig coptain
that I received my dogmas from hegven.
I will not allow you to judge of my doc-

’tring’ neither you nor the angels in

"

heaven.” Yet, as before stated, indi-
vidual liberty of biblical interpretagion
was the basic principle of Protestantigm |

Isit any wonder in view of thege in-
consistencies—not to say abaurditieg—of
the prime mover of the Reformation, thst
Protestantism should be to-day 4 mere
jumble of contradictions, which repels
men of analytical winds and leaves them
to choose between Catholicity, deism
and infidelity. Doubtless there were
atheists in the world hefore the Reforma-
tion, before the inauvguration of the
Christian era, but there were fow 1

Europe until Luther began to preach:

toleration while persecuting, to demand
abject submission to dogmag which he
himself doubted. The Catholie Charch

 had to deal with many schismagics be-

fore the Reformation, but it wag yegery-
ed for Protestantism to wage g war of
extermination on avowed atheistg —
Cronus devouring his own children !
The learned Gruet was the first «jnadel
serpent” to be strangled by the jpfant
Hercules. His offence was greater evelt
than that of Servetus—he inot only dis-
agreed with Calvin, that avatar of ugol-
eration,” but had the audacity q. cpiti-
cise bim | Theodore Beza, contemparary |
of Luther and Calvin, and apostie of the
Reformation in France, makes g declara-
tion ~which proves that the Protestant,
leopard hea not changed its spotg during

 the past three centuries—that it wog the

same prevoeative of infidelity at itg birth
that it is to-day. “Om what ptgil:tr:)f
asks) are the
churches which have declareq war
against the Popes agreed ? Examine a)l,
from beginning to emd, and you will
hardly find one thing affirmed by the
one wliich the other does not directly
ery out againet as impiety.”—Catholic
Record.

THE DEPARTURE

pb———

Of the Rev, Father Blais, O, M. I,
N

Rev. Fatper Blais’ departure for the
€ast in the hLope of restoring his shatter-
ed Lealih wag made the occasion of a
great demonggration of esteem and af-
fection on the part, of his devoted flock,
We borrow from the Rat Portage News
the beantify] yddress which is a truthful
stalemeny, of the good Father’s noble
work, together with his own not less
beautiful ang touching reply.

——

ADDRESS pRgggyNTED TO REV. FATHER BLAIS,
0. M, 1, op ¥OTRE DAME DU PORTAGE.

REVEREND ,xp DEAR FATHER,

We have gsgembled. here this evening to
€Xpress to yoy jp erson, the deep sentiments
ofreverence and affeetion Which we entertain
for you ag gyr devoted Parish Priest. During
the far too ghort perltd Of yoar incumbency.
you have epdegred yourtelf to us as weil by
your piety apd devotion to the church of God
as by your many acts of desinterested kind-
ness to ug g)],  When you came to our parish
there Were map y chapges and improvements
of & materig) gs weil a8 of a spiritual char-
acter Which claimed your zealous care and
attention, yoyq at once addressed yoursels to
there with 45 earnestness and assiduity
which chajlenges the admiration of us all.
But it neegs no words of ours to proclaim
your almosgt heroulean labors in our behalf,
You leave benind you enduring monuments
Of YOUr loyg for us and your greater love for
God. The erection of our handsome high
altar, the introquetion of lighting by eleatil-
clty; the acquisitien of our new chandeliers;
the reconstryction and improvement of our
choir, which did go tauoh to render our last
X1088 8ervices the finest sver witnossed here;
the establighment or the League of the Sacred
Heart wit, g membership of about one hun-
dred and fifty, the formation of our altar so-
¢lety, which 1s amply fulfilling 1ts mission of
usefulness, and lagt brt not least the organ.
{ization and training of your “Orown of earth-
ly Angelg» 88.you most fittingly term your
small army of aitar boys; these and many
other Useful and necessary undertakings are
evidences of.thg apostolic zeal' and enthus-
iasm which have setuated you. Ah!Father,
many & Weary and fatiguing hour have you
spent in the a8ccomplishment of 80 much for
us {n the space of a few months.

But over alland above all we do esteem you
for the kind and self-sacrificing désposition
you have ever evinced towards us. No
thought of self was ever gllowed to restrain
you when the spiritual—aye, or the temporal
welfare Of your flock demanded your attent~
fon. Ungrateful then should we be dig we
allow you to depart without giving you some
tangible proof that your labors have met
with appreciation.  Please then, deay Father,
accept this purse in the spirit in which it is
glven—the spontaneous tribute of g greatful
and affectionate people to a truly good and|

-noble priest. Need we say, how sinceroly we

deplore the illness which calls you from us
for atime. We fear, dear Father, you have
overtaxed your strength in your labors forus
and our sense of obligation to you is thereby
heightened and intensified, Rest assured,
whereyer your lot be cast, you jeave behind
you by the beautitul shores of the Lake of the
Woods many warm friends, whese good wish-
es will ever follow yoyu through life and
whose earnest prayers wili be ever offered to
the throne of grace in your behalf.

Wishing you a pleasant holiday, speedy re-
gtoration to health and strength and a happy
return t0 your faithful people, we remain

Your loving parishioners,
Bigned on behalf of
THE CONGREGATION,
CHAS, MCMURDIE,
ANGUS MOKINNON,
. -J. B, Rics,

P. H. 'HEUREUX,
H. BrLoneav,

; Jos. CnAnBoxEAU,
ARTHUR DERRY,

. R J. McLuvenrx,
Rat Portage, July 81st 1808,

——r—

FATHER BLAIS' REPLY,

—

In replying to the address the Rev
gomtleman took occasion {o gay that he
was lost for words to reply to so ﬁgtteﬂng
an address. His friends a]] knew that he
was in 8 condition of bodily weakness,
and that, a8 is usual, hig mind participat-

ed, a% 1east to some extent, in his physic-

al drsab'glity. He, however; assured his
people in all sincerity and truth, that
there Was one part of hie being still un-
impaired, viz, hig heart, which pulsated
with feelings of true love and friendahip
for each and every member of the flock
be was abeat to leave for a time. He
would therefore let his heart speak, be-
cause when a man of heart spoke to peo-
ple of ;heart, he was gure to be under-
gtood whatever the diction. In looking
at their beautifully illgatrated address,
he beheld at the top a picture of ladies in
bleek attire. This, he presumed was g
representation of the good nuns of the
parish as they gathered around the organ
and lifted their sweet voices in praise of

been most fittingly put in the topmost
place because that suggested to our minds
that these holy women, by their lives of
devotion and self denial, were worthy of
their exalted position, Nor was this mat.
ter of wonderment, for the good nuns hald
just emerged from ther annual retreat
which had been preached to them by the
able, eloquent and holy pastor of “The
Immaculate Conception,” Winni peg, Rev.
¥ather Cherrier, whom he had the pleas.

ure and honor to see preséht this even-

ing. The Rev. Father then referred to

the League of the Sacred Heart and

boped and prayed that its blessings
would be poured forth on all the families
aud the citizens of the good town of Rat
Portage. In referring to the praises be-
stowed on himself for his labors, he fear.

ed they had listened more to the voice of
their hearts than to their consaiences.

Wkere theré is love there is no labor, and

ifthere is labor then the labor is love,

He gave some good advice to the altar

boys, and most earnestly urged his par-

ishiowers to be united. He closed a very

earnest reply by asking all his people to
pray for him and bade them all a fond

good-bye.

AN INDIAN SISTERHOOD,

The Progressive Influence of Leo. XII11.
Has Wrought Good in Unexpected
Quarters.

One of the most gratifying of Ameri-
can tributes to Leo XIII. must be con-
tained in the following letter from
Elbow Wood, North Dakota, which has
appeared in the columns of the Roman
Post : :

“The reverend prioress-genera] and
all ber sisters are of the tribes of
Dakotahe, Chippewanhs, Arickarees, Gros
Ventres and Mandans. Their exigtence

congregation of American Indians in the
history of the Church and its missions,
Moreover, the success of their congrega-
tion hasfinaily settled the question, so
long in dispute, as to whether it were
possible for Indians of the first generg-.
tion to'step from barbarism to the high-
est civilization. '

“For four centuries the Indians have
been very anXious to have priests and
Sisters of their own race, In their own
tribal organization they had orders of
‘Sacred Virgins.” Their religious and
philosophical systews had given them 8
moral and mental developement which
enabled them to understand and follow
at once, with proper training, the Christ-
ian precepts and counsels. Missionaries
did not understand this, nor did they
believe that the wish of the Indians
could be readily, it indeed ever, realized.
“When the Indians were informed of
the progressive policy of Leo XIIL an
Indian girl, Sacred-White-Buffalo, the
chief Sacred Virgin of the Dakota Con.
federation, born in the Dakota war
camp, but educated in & convent school,
felt there was at last some hope for her
race and wished to found a congregation
of Sigters to carry out the policy of the
Holy Father.. 8he applied to Rev.
Francis M. J. Craft, of Fort Bertholq,
North Dakota, for assistance, Wit his
aid she was enabled to send her cangj.
dates to convent school, After passing
through 4 no_volgiatal she lrxm.de her reli..

s on. In i
1gkl)%“xxaptzleof Slill_t%r é}atkr:;;igrig? Sbe. ook
n & war which br, .
Indiag:d and ghgttmo%l;erl:ng t(v);gef:n:g:
nded, and, i
:;;Ot% n bat’t?: ofl vv‘v}as believed mortally
An attempt was then made to send the

fortunately Father Craft was en,

leave the hospital gang reacg :ll:?dcortl?

ge_at 1:1htlmeat0 prevc;,nt it. SBister Cath.
rine then came with her candida

Fort Berthold Indian Agency, fottl‘:fdetg

her congregation and became the first

grioress-general. In May 1883, she died
efore the altar in the chapel of the

convent and «fter recelving the Papal

 benediction through his Ewinence Card-

inal Satolli.

. “The Congregation of American Sisters

is now regarded as the most progressive

relllgxous congregation in America.

“Fhe sekcess of the Sisters i due in
part to their heroic perseverance under
the severest hardships and tribulations,
but chiefly to the enlightened policy of
the Holy Father, which has reached
even to the wild tribes of Western' Ams.
erica and haa enabled the Indiang to do
at ence whatthe Chrigtian missionaries
had been anable to do or considerad fm-
possible during four centuries,”

. Thereis something ahnost miracolows
In this wonderful fct, which reveals to
the world that the progressive influence
of Leo X111, has wrought good M such

the common Father of us all, They had

and history will, 5o doubt, interest your - .
readers, as theirs is- the . first religious.

ounded Knee Creek
candidates back to the Indian camp, but.

unexpected quarters.—Catholic Record..
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