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A great deal has been written as to the
best means 1o adopt to effect a reduction
Of the number of members of county
Councillors, 50 that it will be representa-
tive, Mr. McEvoy, in his essay on the
atario township, refers to this question
3 follows; «Jp order to bring the
Observation of county business home to
€ electors, it would be well to elect a
ounty council independent of the town-
AP council. Let the electors of each
m"“'mbality nominate candidates for
county councillors at their township nom-
ations, the county clerk to prepare bal-
Ots Containing the names of all the candi-
ates Nominated throughout the county,
3nd send whatever number of these may
€ needed to each township clerk before
Slection gy, By this means every
member would represent, not any particu-
,l‘jf township, but the whole county.
. 1€ members would be as likely to do
Justice between the several townships as
Q%€ chosen on the present plan. One
I to the present system is that
--nw?nges are increa:sing, and that village and
% Tépresentatives almost outnumper
VNShip representatives in some counties.
f.xce:e 15 also an objection, owing to the
% that many villages which, when incor-
gﬁ;ﬂled. had attained a sufficient popula-
e would not now fulfil the requirements
cessary for incorporation,

Villahe Act makes no provision whereby a
fromge ~Comes part of the municipality
o which it wag first taken, The resuit
our At very many village representatives in
Enci(;(!(-)umy council represent constitu-
Umissh, half a dozen of which would not
i the Qualification necessary for a
iop 'Y°Teeve in townships. The propor-
= 38 to population, equalized value, or
&quitab] voters shows that this is not an
fectia © arrangement. There is an ob-
neCesn t0 raising the number of voters
Ov:a’)’ for a deputy-reeve in townships
fion 599 as the inequality of representa-
*ould then be greater than at present,
o in controlling body must be compos-
1 eco én of éxperience if we are to have
P dit:‘m_llcal adjustment of public ex-
o ducinre’ and we can only obtain this by
Cougs B the number of members of the
Y council. How small they would
Coun: af: ot prepared to say, ‘but in no
POSEdyo:‘ ould the county council be com-
a plan ofmlore than nine members, and as
followis election we would suggest the
With oug s being more in accordance
presem”epresentauvg system than the
i dist method :  Divide each_ county
iVisionsucm’ composed of polling sub-
that eael f:;. of local municipalities ; so
Same ny blstnct will contain about the
districy cm €r of voters ; and elect three
Of the |, O?ncxllors for each independent
Years toca 9ou_ncnls;fpra term of three
4 dopged Tetire in rotation.  [f this plan is
Body of We would have an experienced
M€ to control county business;

¢ independent of the town-

:gfy would b
b Councils', and would not be influenced
Considerations,

by locg

Norfolk Clerks’ Association—Inaugural
Meeting.

The municipal clerks of Norfolk county
met at Simcoe on Wednesday, January
2gth, for the purpose of forming a county
association. The following being all of the
clerks in the county, were present: John
Phelan, M. D., Walsingham Centre; S.
Cunningham, Waterford ; John Machon,
Charlotteville ; Jas. Boyd, Houghton ;
Jas. Ryan, Port Rowan; R. Chrysler,
Delbi; John Bumett, Middleton; F.
Bowiby, Woodhouse ; _Capt. Green, Wind-
ham ; N. C. Ford, Simcoe. A. McFar-
lane, president, and W. Faxr.ley, secretary,
of Oxford County Association, were also
presert to assist their brother clerks in
completing their organization. Dr. Phelan
was appointed chairman and Jas. Ryan
secretary. In his opening remarks, the
chairman stated that about twenty years
ago a similar meeting of cletks was held
at Simcoe for the purpose of forming an
association, but for various reasons its
purpose was not accomplished. Since
that time many associations of public
officers, including division court clerks,
constables, and others, have be_en formed,
and have proved to be an assistance and
benefit to their members in the pertorm-
ance of their official duties. He hoped
that this meeting would result in the for-
mation of a permanent association of the
clerks of Norfolk county, and concluded
by reading a letter from the secretary of
Oxford Uounty Association, giving a de-
tailed account of the formation and work-
ing of that association. :

gAt this juncture a very palpable illus-
tration of the usefulness of these meetings
occurred. The several clerks in the
county are issuers of auctioneers’ and
pedlars’ licenses, valid throughout the
county, and unless a clerk, when he issues
a license, will at once notify the county
inspector, that officer may be put to need-
less trouble at times.

The county inspector addressed the
meeting, and suggested that some plan be
adopted to get over the difficuity men-
ioned. 9 :
tlOAf«er discussion, the meeting decided
to ask the county council to.instruct the
county clerk to keep a register of licenses,
each clerk to notify him when he issues a
license, the inspector to get information
required from the register. If it was not
for the clerks’ meeting, the inspecfor
would have had a go;;d deal of trouble to

:ure uniformity in the returns.
Se(lgresident Mc)%arlane, of Oxford, ad-
dressed the meeting, and explained the
benefits derived from their association.

A motion was carried, ‘tl'gankmg th_e
secretary of Oxford association for his
letge; motion of Mr. Boyd, seconded by
Mr. Cunningham, it was resovlved to pro-
ceed with the formation of an association
of the municipal clerks of Norfolk county.

Tur MunicipAL WorLD then became
the subject of discussion. Every cletk

present appeared to be a reader and ad-
mirer of that publication. The blank
forms supplied are Jargely used by the
clerks in the county. At the conclusion
of the discussion a miotion was passed,
expressing the epinion that all municipal
clerks should support Tur MuUNICIPAL
WorLD by becoming subscribers, and by
making use of its columns for the ex-
change of information relating to their
duties and office ; and that in the pur-
chasing of municipal blanks, when the
matter is in the discretion of the clerk, he
should patronize Tue MunicipaL WorLD
Publishing House.

On motion of Mr. Bowlby, seconded by
Capt. Green, Messrs. Phelan, Cunningham
and Boyd were appointed a delegation to
wait upon the county council, then in
session, to lay before that body the letter
from ‘the secretary of Oxford County
Association, and ascertain the opinion of
council in reference to assisting a similar
association for the county of Norfolk.

The delegation, on returning to the
meeting, reported that the county eouncil
was favorable to the formation of a clerks’
association, and had promised to give the
question of financial aid their serious
consideration.

The following officers of the association
were appointed :  S. Cunningham, Water-
ford, president ; F. Bowlby, Simcoe, vice-
president, and Jas. Ryan, of Port Rowan,
secretary.

The association then adjourned, to
meet again at Simcoe on Tuesday in the
week following the Simcoe Fair, at 1o
a. m,

The interest taken in this, the inavgural
meeting of the Noifolk Clerks’ Associa-
tion, augurs well for the permanency and
future usefulness of that organization, and
should the county council do its duty by
granting some financial aid towards hold-
ing an annual meeting, there is no doubt
that the expenditure will be more than
repaid by the benefit the municipalities
will derive from the existence of the asso-
ciation.

One More Trial.

“Josiar,” said Mrs. Corntossel, “with
all yer work an’ worry and stayin’ up o’
nights ye didn’t carry the countiy fur our

arty.”

“T'hat’s what I didn’t,” was the melan-
choly reply.

“Ye didn’t carry the state, neither,”

“No.”

“Ye didn’t carry the township.”.

“I shorely didn’t.”

“Well, Josiar, a wife’s confidence never
fails. 1 still believe in yer.”

“Thet's downright kind ¢’ you, Man-
d ."

y“Ye’re carryin’ capacity may not be
whut I thort it was, but I'll take one more
chance on it. ’Spose ye git out o’ the
rockin’ chair fur ten minutes an’ try yer
han’ at carryin’ a load o’ woad.”—Wash-
ington Star, ,




