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history sumfciently attests ; his own epistles addressed to

the Greek churches bear ample testimony to the utter
,dissolution of manners in these countries, nor have we
any reason to suppose that it was less in any part of the

Roman dominions. The causes of this were varjous ; but
none of them. probably were so, efficient as the universal

prevçlenoe of slavery. This lias often been objectecl to
in miodern times, but seldoni on true grounds; for the
subject of declamation lias usitally been, the wrong done
to the slave by deprivîng him, of lus liberty: - the wrong
done tQ society by surrounding every family with a num-
ber of persons ready to minister to every evil passion, un-
able, even though reluctant, to resist the wili of the mas-
ter, and too often not even relactant; could hardly fail to
have the most fatal consequences as regarded morals: for
these degraded persons were the nurses and companions
of the children, the confidants and tools of the youths of
the family.* Thus society had a canker in its very vitals,
which soon showed itself in every relation of lifs. The
traffic ini female slaves led to the most disgraceful conse-
quences ; ha.rdened the heart, and desecrated the sanctity
of those domestie ties which elevate man above the brute.
The ease with wbich slave labor could be attained pre-
vented ail attempts to improve machinery, or to apply the
resourcesj9f science to industrial purposes: the unwilling
slave executed his work.in the coursest manner, brought
with him. into the palaces of the more courtly Romans
the rude habits of the barbarhi, j- his coarse and illiterate

a The resuit of this wifl be aniply seen in the comed les both of Plautus
adof Terentius. One of the standing jests in these is the beating given

to, the crafty slave by the fàther of the young man whose vices and ex-
tragaticies he had fostered.t In the Greek Comnedies we Oind that the attendance of slaves at the
ban¶uets had the riame evi) attending it wh.ich is complained of fin


