
THERE is a suggestion for wide-awake manufacturers and
dealers in building supplies in the advertisement of an architect
wtich appears in this number, mviting information con-
cerning such materials. The cheapest and most effective
method of affording information of this character to archi-
tects is by means of a standing announcement in the pages
of the ARCHITECT AND BUILUER, which will be found on
file for reference in the offices of 9o per cent. of the architects of
the Dominion.

SOME recent remarks of Judge Ferguson, at Ottawa, n regard
to the terms of a certain contract being very hard on the con-
tractor, have attracted considerable attention from the local con-
tractors, some of whom say that they do not get fair
treatment as contracts are at present made out. While admitting
that the various stipulations are intended to act as a preventative
against fraudulent contractors, they claim that there are clauses
not needed even for this purpose. We have long been
of the opinion that the usual form of building contract
would furnish good material for the careful consideration
of contractors, with a view to securing some changes.
One clause only will be cited here, viz., "Thar in the case of sev-
eral contractors being employed on the work, no trade is to be
considered complete till the other several contracts are also con-
pleted." Contractors are every day signing conditions which, if
rigidly enforced, would compel them to perform work as part of
the contract without having had adequate opportunity of es-

t limating its cost. Other conditions might in various ways be
made burdensome to contractors. To the credit of the archi-
tects it can be said that their large powers are seldom abused,
but there is a difference between thern in this respect, which is
properly taken into account by contractors in tendering. it is
hardly fair to ask contractors to sign articles of such a nature as
can only be required as a general protection from unreliable
persons. Owners are encouraged to believe that with such iron-
clad conditions the architect is sufficiently armed to insure a
first-class job from any one regardless of price. Contractors
would be justified in objecting to such clauses. The architect
is supposed to stand as the independent interpreter ofthe obliga-
tions between proprietor and contractor, but since he is in the
pay of the proprietor it is only reasonable to expect that he will
be more particularly interested on the side from which he
receives his commission. It follows that the contractor must
look after his own welfare, and the clearer and more definite
contracts can be made the more satisfactory will be his position
and the less embarrassng that of the architect. We believe
the architects would gladly meet the contractors for the consid-
eration of questions of this kind. We have no hesitation in say-ing that the Uniform Contract used in the States and approved
by the American Institute of Architects and the National Asso-
ciation of Builders, is better than the forms n use here, but
it also is capable of being improved.

in the rate of 5 per cent. on the cost of the work for full profes-sional services, including supervision, percent. for preliminary
studies, general drawinks, specifications and details, and 2>/per cent. for the same, less details. A radical change ispr<posed, however, in charges for preliminary studies, asfollows :
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