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A GLIMPSE AT THE UNIVERSITY SITUATION
IN ALBERTA

By Walter L Raimes

P ourner in Alberta is not ai-
hi forge even foi a day, that
ort v is divided into south and

s'P (Tle real geographical north
Yo'Iret, il a large degree, an un-

<he <tluantity). 'lie interests of
thIe are apparently distinct from

ar t he orth. Where the line of
rti is drawn is very difficult

tirang.er, and probably for an
, to discern.

cauy
Outh -s the champion city of the

tic task 111pon Edlmonton devolves
rt dominatigthe north.

l fte one's arrivai in Alberta,
gçeru CXpect to be told by some

JCe "Y honest person not to be-
'gh ng about Calgary which

lr' hear e in' the Edmonton papers,
krts from people of the northern

l st notherl person equally kind
Orth, ,as honest liailing from theer ay 'hisper to the same new-
8te'tat he is not at any cost to

ltono anly reports concerning Ed-

("ary lhich miglit appear in the
ga0se ress, or be made by those
sider is in the south. To the

es, at least, the rivalry between
], larts of I lie province is very

a 'lo not altogethlier wholesome.
'etitive spirit, which doubt-

e aood thing. if not over-done,
ieel 0 have piermeated and influ-

S() hat shuld be the great com-
t es of the province.

U(eat 'its political, its higher
the a Interests snack too muchttle Pobat. Of course, the Mari-

oai tfa es have their St. John

t 'ax; Ontario its Hamilton a.nd
eo and British Columbia its"Ver and Victoria. But there is

0fau-e,,ss in the cities of the

northwest. Calgary and Edmonton
might be called, with little injustice to
each, great distributing centres, com-
mercial cities. The spirit of commer-
cialism which is so prominent in these
centres should not be allowed to infect
and dominate the higher education of
the province which it threatens to, or
may accomplish. Unity in ail walks
of higher life is commendable and de-
sirable, and one sees the truth of this
especially in a comparatively new
province.

One of the defects or dangers of our
party system of government, which
lias many virtues, is that a great num-
ber of the people expect the Opposi-
tion to oppose tooth and nail every
large measure or scheme put forth by
the existing government, whether that
proposition be right and feasible or
not. The McBride Government in
British Columbia, to a large extent,
over came that danger when it dele-
gated the choice of a university site
to a non-partisan committee. Alberta
did not. The present university site
was chosen by the provincial legisla-
ture. The place selected was Hdmon-
ton South Side, or what was then
known as Strathcona, across the river
south of old Edmonton. Consequently
not a few of Calgary's most enterpris-
ing citizens are not pleased. Calgary
is to have a university of its own. The
provincial legislature, by the narrow
margin of two (the vote being seven-
teen to fifteen, some of the members
refraining from voting) this last ses-
sion decided not to grant the proposed
new institution degree conferring pow-
ers. But it is conceded by a great
many of those opposed to the estab-
lishnent of a university in the city


