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A STORY OF A SECRET SOCIETY.
Y J. A, PUHILLIFS,

1 MAY as well Introduce myself to you 1<
1 begine My nume Is Jamus Bumpga. rl:.eurozg
meruhu.n_t. liviog quietly and peaceubly in the
bosow uf my family, which consists, at present,

of my wits Seruphina Angellug and two young

Luwps, (s thoy are sumetimes fucetiously eall. -
od), numed Serupbing Angeling, Jr., and Nath- ;
snlel. 1 luwve u stropng antipathy to secret -
socleties, aud from an advonture which I had in

Noew York a fow yenrs ugo when 1 resided there,

and which 1 am ubout 1o relate to you, I think '
You will agree with me that 1 huve some ground .

fur my dislike.

I bad
Bumpus was thinkiug of something which sl
was keeping seerol from me, Severnl tlmes 1
hidd come. upon her suddenly, when she had
been seated wrapped 1o thonght, and she has
started and looked at me In o manner which

made me fear she was » non compos mentis,”

Then at night she grogued weurily in her sleep,
and onee or twice she muttered o fow words—
appirently part of some mystie spell—the only
InteNigible one of which wi ixtinguish, Al
day she wore s traubled, pre-oce pled expression, |
and would 1 1
tiien, drawi
her pocket, read itover enrefully and ina ke Jen-
all correctians on te manglne . Two werks Pitsn-
ed s e it wies getiing very utplensant. |
fearel Mes 38, was hecimndng n hy pochondrine,

ad consnlusd our physielnn g but he assured e
eis of trylug |

she was only sutlering from the
o Revp n seeret, i feat so ditiealt fop fady 0
iy thut it invarinbly mnkes her fl1,
ning, about 1t the, Seraphinn Angelin

until i very Wnte hour, 1 endeavomied o drew

from ber where she hiwd heen, bat she guve e !
@ withering look, nind montering, o Beligerent,” !
L}

in solemn, warning seeents, shook her finger ne
me g gat into bed,
the mystery wias solved, Mis. B esine to b
fast with a hige star, formed of ved, white, an

blue vibbon, consplanousty displiny ed an her left

shotlder, which she appeaved purtienlnrly destr-
our of Iny seeing, for she aflectionately  plitced
her right ke araund my neck, so us to bring

the left shoulder well winder iy oye, and Kissed *

me with an alr o teuder solleltude wateh wan
very nilecting.

& eNSernpbing, my love,” soll 1, smoothing her
auburn locks wnl notlcing the stur, » what s
Lhis brdge?”

s he symbol of Hberty ! she sei), in such
trgie tones, that 1 involuntarlly swarst ek,

s8ymbol oF what ®”

“Liborty ! Glordous Hberty I che continued.
st her arm and striking the attitde which
less of the ved eap ” is genorally sujpe-
posed to assume when she perches on top of the
workd to harangue the mntlons, ¢ Yes, Jawmes,
this birdge in the cmblem off freedom, the token
that we are bound together to struggle and tight
against slavery, drudgery, and the sthousand
{11! to which women are suhjected by men,”

“Gomt graciows, Seraphinn, yon don’t menn !
10 sy you are goetting up a revolution i

swldo! A grand =ecial nnd politieal revolution -
to refurm mankind, We will shed no Llood—at
lenst we liope not—unless we itre opposed § 8
we nre, then ¢ Exiimnish,' >

s at, my love, what terrible enterprise nre
You engizal In? I have notlesl that your con-
duct hins been very s=trunge of Inte, nnd 1 hopwe
you hnve not been Joluime in any projeets which
will Involve you Inditicalties hereafier,”

sour enterprise Is glorious, and our societ)
will be the one o tinugurnte the grand move-

noticed for some time that Mrs. !

anently look strungely st mes; aned
s u buge roll of manuxecipt frous

one

absacntted herselV from ane and reinaims] nway

The following "I!ll‘lllll'.{"

ment.”  Tlere she touchsl the star.

“Your soeclety! My love, 1 was not aware
that you cured for any other society than that o
your dear James” 1 was endeavouring 1o be
concillutory, for T hegnn to fonr my good 1ittle
woman was slightly eruzed on some point to ;e
unknown,

“Of course youdon't know anythingabont 1,"”
she sald, bristling up with the consclousness of
baving kept o seavet for nearly three months,
«Of courso you haven't heard of it.  Weoe mean
to keep it a seeretuntdl tho tme for netion cones
and then ——."  She pansed and gave me an-
other of those terrible looks,

S« What I8 the namo of your soctety ™ I axked,

« That is o secret.”

«Whut is the object of your soclely

«That Iy n secret,”

« \Where do you meet 2

“ That Is o secret.”

s How often do yon mouvt 2

«That Is 2 secret,”

s And what do you do when you meet 27

«Thnt is a seeret,”

s« My love,” I suld, getting wrathy, T amn sor-
ry to tfind yon have julned a soclety which is
nshamed toshow Its actions to the world. Where
women have reason {oconcenl, there is eause for
shame, Sccret soclotles,” I continued, throwing
myself Into the truoe oritorie postusn, the thumb
of my right hand placed hetwaoen the first and
second buttons of my vest, while the left grace-
fully supported my cont-tails, nnd my spectacles
resied on my forehemd, 80 g to permit my
plerelng oye 1o exercise iis Influence undimmedd
—t yeerot societles, my denr, are a drawbuek
and hindrance to clvillzation ; they hamper cn-
lightenment nnd clog the wheols of progress.
From them emanate il tho evils which distress
and annoy the bady politie.  All revolutions, re-
bellions and zelitlour conspiraclos agninst the
estahlished governments and roling powers of
the enrth aro Uret concelved In seeret soclnties,
1lere the viper treasnn loys its egp and here itls
nurtured, fed, and nourtshed until it becomes n
luge reptile aud rushos out into the world to
destroy life aud delugo the streets with blood. 1t
wax it seerat that *ho T'roneh Nevolution wos
econcelved, it was . seceret that the Southern
Teboellion wag plann . and it {8 in seeret thatal-

wmost all of the uvil lu the world is connmenced.”

i s PO L

Ol Wother that,” she sald, s Omes Is o
et saeke heeanse we plegse iL to be; ol
I revolutions de cotne “—fuere shie sssttinal e
traede nunin— s nand blood does ran 1Re waler
throngh the streets, yon, ron, Jdies Bampus,
aml others like yon, witl be resgrmsible for it,
sl ol e s sayimg whieh sheswept ont of the
room I a o manner whiech wonla } vealone erellt
to Miss Butentan tn her great ehame
Muacheth, Al atiempts at renewing the o
vorsation were in vaine Mres, B bad let me
know that she hind noseeret and had tobl e just
cnough to yafse my curlosity, nnd she was sitix-
ficd,  The next month passed without any grent
explosion in the socinl workly and I was begin-
ning to forget the whale matter, when one evon-
Ing the postiian brotght a brge offielnt-looking
lettar addressed 1o Mrs. Bumpus, 1u a strong,
boll, reckless kind of female hund, and benring
in the corner of thg envelope the mystienal letters
8, . B Of course T mihit have opened it,
but 1 woulld not; 1 preferead to give it to Seraph-
tnn nnd demand an explanatton.  This she cool-
1y refused to dve me, and tearing the letter to
atoms sho throw it Into the fire.  This was past
all endurnnes, I had Intended to be calin, but
her eooless inmde me wild.

s Angelinn,” 1 said, s thiz must be put n stop
to. That leuter hns xomaething vo do with your
Infernn! soctety, and I demnnd to kaow its con-
tents 7

s Whichdenuuud I refuse to oboy. Oh ! Jamos,
Jumes, Jdn behuve like o sune man, or you will
drive me to do something desperate,”

o Despernte ! My love, what do you menn?”?

«Qur saclety meels to-morrow night, whon
wu are to coustder thoe andvisability ofe——

«Of what, y dear?” .

“ Nothing,” sho suhd, sharply checking her-
solf, “nothing that conecerns you,” and xhe
wialked owt, leaving me us much ln thedark us
ovel.
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T Wnew mie thing now, however, whileh was
thut thds socelery, whieh lusl ~stich 1LOTOUN Teoli=
deneies, met on the fodlowing o
It B waes s adieky L oweal o ihie g
s, ot of myseld olone, 1o of thie whole S,
that 1 ~hanbl be present, 1 ootlerst 1o acmon-
pavny Mes, 5 bl slee cibleal brondeddy sl sald
that she eonbid sodo without ae™ cond that eeir
mectinggs were seeret and e ne gentloman nd-
mitteal,” 1 mdnde up my mind that Jowoubl
make one of that party, whetber they liked @
or not, 1 did not mueh like the hilen of playime
the xpy on my wWite's acth it as my litle
woman night be gettigg Into bad habits, T eon-
Bidered 1T my dmy to winteh her nnd  fhiad out
soamething more of this seeret association,
About Jive o*elock on the folloswlng oveniug t

entrenehed myselt betind the glass whidow of

Jones, the groceryman, and  ptlently awnltial
Mrea. Bumpus, At tifteen minutes past sIx s
appeared, aand walking down tothe cornerenter-
ol o Fourth avenue ear. I followed in the next
car. At the depot she got out and  parchased o
ticket,  After walting until she was sented jn
the enr, 1 also seetired n ticket, but. not konowing
for whnt place she hind tnken one, 1 thonzht it
sfast to parchase one for Willin's Bridue, nx
did nut think Mrs, 13, would ¢o further than that
alone. Accordingly, I invested, apd seeuring n
seat jn the smoking ear, satsmoking aclgor anl
wondering how my adventure would tersnlnate,
At the it station past Harlem Mrs. B, nghto!
und started at o raphl puee down a hy-steeet, 1
followed, at o lomg distance, and a prewty elinse
shie Jed we of vearly 1wo milles, over some of
tho ronghiest and muddiest romds that it has ever
been my misfortune totravel on, At lust shoe
tarned up o wild, desolate-looking rend, with »
wuporfluity of mud and very few honkes, and one
terdd a medlum-sized howke, stawding o Mhtle
Lack fivnn the rand ona slight vise, After giving
her thine to enter, 1 cautiously ajprosched and

LIRYH FAMMEE

e,
hesit o Thae laase was o
sfuarey with o peduzze
md the perlones apparcatty aon e seeond Noor,
On approae b however, 3 notiesal o smad) sh-
ting=room, the windows of which opened amiler
the pinz andd one kel i whieh nilled me
with asn and copyiverd we that 1hinl
was Hues apartngent ino whieh the meeting was o
bt bl The room was staall, bat neatly  fur-
nisledd for cenereal nse. A plann stosnk o ane
shie, 0 sot nral half a dozen ehalers on the other
und plaeid abhout the room. Near the cenlre
stoned 5 smal table, on whileh was p Tn Invgee
hunk—-uppurently @ Bible—with o pnir of deawn
swaords, erossed, on Jl. On one siille ot this uy o
roll of manuseript, and on the other o smnllop
book with & dageer driven through It Over
plato was a gilt frone holding wostiken banner,
beaving the magiont letters 8, B, 13, ]I, Abave
the door, leading to sy fnner spactment, was
suspended o palder of fenelng tolls, erossed, und
standing tn cach corner was i musket,  Un the
plano, whilel was closed, iy two or three puiles
of boxing gloves, amd i palr of Kebhoo'™s elnbs
were on the floor,  Altogether the room present-
el ost warlike appenrianes, looking more
like the apartment of s guy yoing bachelor
than the meeting room of ledf o dozen gentlo
Fensles !

For nearly an hour I stood watehing the elubs,
muskets, cle, withoutany new diseovery, Wihen
my putie s was nliwest chitisbedd, The Inner
dour opened, atl a poF yeouny Badies i I-
o gravely In,  They were al) armed witle seven
shouters, atid enchi bore on her shonlder the red,
white, und blue bndge,  Mrs, Buinpas led the
wiy, and I was surprised Lo soe several young
Indies with whom 1 was acqualntod following
hoer.  There was Miss Bownunrrow, Miss Beach-
wood, Mixs Knocksaftly, and two others whom
1 did not know, They entered in slugle filo and
murched round the room three tiutes, polnting

threcs
ntwosides

. 1kl so far, only

" otonllow the adr to pass 0 sand (he sound

only ~epn

© s young sl iadr

< ihe youny tndy

Dot bl Lhomght of o

|
| thelr plstols ab the book with the diugger in 1,
: |f und chanting  low dimge,—atter which the tall-

est of the prety mounted on a eladre and with
grent exertion pulled out the digacer. Three
more ielk then went to herassistanee, and eaeh

“one tnking n corner, the book waseareied o the

firepluce and lald on the flames  As thes fire
binzed up nud erekled thiey all sailed grimly
wid elnpped Ltheir bands with glee,  When the
ook was entlrely consumed, (hey gravely sout-
ed themselves aroumd the tall givl, w sl wg
it teble wod appenred (oaet sy Peestdent,
then notieed that Miss Knoeksottly had oot
utkoen noseat, but was standing guand before one
ooy, et with o swonl, vhile npother young
huly pertormeal the smme oflies ot b other doot,
I Hkeanything mysterious.  Nothlipe gives
me so mueh delight as unrvelling an apparent-
Iy anfathamable mystery, 1 koow 1 omny be
enlleal eurlous, but st 1T will enntess to inking
the grentest  pleasare in tding out anything
that has an aldr of graod, Tnportent coneenlment,
: but now §odetermimad
to bear, The ey was worm and pl T
so [ vzt o 15t reshoafr woulil do the girls
no e, 1 therefore raised the window enougl
I the
out. Plae st souned Ul reaeded
ALY stedonnded e, e tall piel
presiding  oflleer vose sd sald?,
sRowlety tor Extiongnisbing e
Hsbands? witl plesise cotae (o or
srgelous? Wiaar bloody -aniondes
toow tiaplerstonnd whad Mes, i
she mmtteral o Extinzws b and
the Intpressive wanner in whirh she h
nue s not s iovee her toado seneahin
Nl T evidently ol forem
tor there she sat, whhin ne
atesd Tromn e by elrews
The strange, e

stanees nink
ook was on
bsatinge
Cthe sdvi=abiity of recognilzing iy
el no Joubt
apporiunity
I telt noeold vhilll down

2 senrntlon nll over (he
when o flected Chat 1 was standinge
slose [0 the sin femades, b
getherio s extitacuist hedligerent hasbannd
It waeh of themr was arneed with o seven-
oater, uet to suentlon the muskets, Ketoe's
boxing 5 cley,  whielr wore Jying

wed Joose, 1 et convinead that the whote

rizhis as a
SRS T

Ishing * nse,
thie bavek, nnel g shive

euly,

L onrty were Beklog ndin st me through the win-

fow, nnd Bwas onty after o lomg while thal 1
sentured agndn 1o apply my ey o the ghnss,
taking ¢ however, fu protit by thadasrkness;
mll L (T ty thanKked the woon for
ol shining, and was never so ghol o lose the
tight of the stars,

When I peeped (o agaln, a very pretty, mid-
astelooking youny lndy was speakling; and as
she ralsed her full, durk eyes, Hlileal with lave
tnl womannly tenderness, woed o stehit flush sief-
iused her bloomin ks, Fwondereal that one
ol inrbour suel sanganin
s I0 her ptire bosarn aeadnst
husbald; for, Judlsging Cr

As well ns 1
Id that sha e we
I

Audy B thee rono 1luer,
(s re-

corumaend to the
imgg 2 Jotto, s wertl s a basdge, soud s
iLwers, aeont ol arms, whieh conht I
on blnek v g e with colopmb <tlks, nint
Lhe Jetters dotns with gohl thread.”  Miss Knoeka
woftly  brouvehl her xwonl o n with o wharp
mg on an nnolendlng cludy, A Ar any
motln, The young ndy
A gentbeman of her ne-
3 teasing ber to tell him e
¥y ity wnong olher wguesses,
thought the Ioittsls meant
i3, whieh
nl ot loder
1y sl shoe
My Wl HHY T SN or the
foly to have a wotta, For her part, stie ob-
et to mottoes, auless they  were pr stend
y oa young genteinun, nod secompmudoed by o

soplied thut she b,
paintanes L b
naeree Of Lhee Soe
and said that
s shaoret I
e eonsjdersd wonld
them  to assnne,
seddiel oot thibile t
<

he
e pients Benesit [fus

I nn
Miss Ko

Ieiss"?

Miss Bowanurrow shot lus remarck whieh was
portly aubeaant by e bl 1 appoenred ta e

st wlnd jrrelovant, nx Ve ke to thn
henetit of shork engwements in the nhstroet,

1han 1he nedoption of 3 Menee j8 i motlo,
ninl showeml that youmg Luly's predileetion for
thee shert sernd guick rosd (o matrimony in prei-
Ly consplenous eolours, A mihl, wentle-looking
femnle rose, ool replled inon stivring speceb in
fuvanre of long s, Rhedepioted, with
hearifelt earn " the misery of bounding
Into wedloek before safliclent tlme il been nl-
lowed Lo form a Just esttmate of the inan®s char-
weter,  She argued thit menare deecitfal above
all things, and despertely wieked, nnd that thelr
trie natures wers coneenled durlug eourtship or
a short engngement, and it was only after innr-
risge, or during the telnl of 4 three or four year
engngement, that the renl charneter showed {t-
self; and thut many a girl—here she stghed—
hued been paved (rom i Hfeof milsery by refusing
ta consent Lo hasty nuplials.  Miss Knocksaoftly
lenned  up mminst the door shy wis proteeting,
wml, bringdng her swordidown ngiin with o shinep
I, deelired she wis In fuvour of short en-
subl thet when she tokl n fel-
low sbie wonld have him, she meant it, nnd dldn'e
want to give bim an opportunity to back out.
Many a girl—here she slghed—had lost o good
matel by not taking » fellow when ho was In
Lthe bumour, and she thought It nll nonxenso in
pirlx o have o fellow tugeing wiler them for
years, when they could Just as well he married
nt onee, Afler this the debuto beenmeo some-
wihnt confused. Fvery one trled tospenk at onee,

“und ths upronr wus so great that 1 could distin-

gulsh nothing.

How the allule would o anded it is tmpos—
sihle to say, for war seemed inevitible, had not
« fortunato lnterruption ocenrred, in the shape

of it low, lotyg wail, sypureutly procecding from

sy




