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pertainingr ta the craf t or profession is attained; (3~) to resist
agg-ression fromi outsicie sources. Thiese acivantages appiy
equaliy as weli ta meclical societies as to any other formi of
society. The medical society or association gives each memiber
of tlic profession an opportunity 'of meeting hiis fellawv practi-
tioner from thiroughaout the iengthi and bre-acl af the land.
Thex' hear the papers and debates on the variaus subjeets af
interest, medicai and surgical, in wvhich are detailed the failures
anci the triumphis over clisease. A single paper or discussion
may suggest ta the mmnd of the hearer a train of thought lead-
îngyu tii t ntaici benefit ta himiself and those under his care. It
gives inii renewvec anci increased enthus iasmn Ni thaut which we
are unable ta work successfully or comfortably. The mincis af
mcen are îlot ail af the samne cast, lience we find ail the sides and
shiades of a question taken up anci inspecteci critically iii ail thieir
\'aryilIg aspects. Failuires as welf as successes are recorded and
discussed. The confession of mnistakes and failures, while it re-
quires a great cleai of mioral courage, is a mieans of imiparting
great informnation of a profitable character. The rnost brilliant
andi astute observers, the most successful practitioners, hiave ail
macle mistakes and haci dismai failures, the recitai af wrhich
serves ta encourage the more timid by shiow'ingu that, the leacling
men cia xot live and work on a hig-her plane than tlie ordinary
observer, that these mcei have t'heir perpiexities and triais ta
avercame, ail of which affords sa ntîch instruction ancd encour-
agmnent ta those wiîa are difficlent ancd Iess caurageous, pointing
out that " genius consists (chiiefly) in an infinite capacity for
taking, pains."' H-ints af a valuable character are frequently
droppeci in discussion, even from thie miost huminble, wviich mav
take root anci i)car fruit in the mincis of tlec mast erudite.

The beneficial resuits of tiiese meetings are not confined ta
science. The ethical anci social sicle i s quite as important.
M-echical men ai-e inclineci ta live w'ithin thenmseives or within
certainî rings or circles ta the exlsofa tlîeir neighbos. At
the mnedical association ail barriers are. ai- shouici be, bi-oken
down. The hatchet of professianai strife shiouid be laid aside
ancd the brethren dwell together iii peace and learn ta know cach
othex-. ta know that aur confreres are nat tlie prafessiaxial cut-
thr-cats and free lances wve liaci imiagined, ta know they belongý
ta a pr-ofession whose memibers arc uniteci iii the bonds af f ellow-
slîip, iabaring with enthusiasmi at tlîe greatest of al] sciences,
viz., the alleviatioxi of lîuman suffering" andi the canqtîering of
diseasc.
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