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THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE,

TRUTH SOCIETY.

REPORT FOR 1891-1892,

Progress and Alms of the Assoclation
Means used to FPropagate Catholic
Truth and Doctrine.

In laying before the Catholic Truth
Society of Ottawa this our first annual
report the committee have to congratu-
Inte the scciety on the very fair progress
that has been made during the year.
"An account of the initial proceedings
will be found in our pamphlet, Na. 1
The objects of the Society as set forth in
its constitution are identical with those
of the Enalish Society with the addition-
al feature borrowed from the Catholic
Truth Society of America, and of under-
taking the prompt and systematic cor
recticn of mis-statements, slanders or
Iibels against Catholic Truth.

The committee have during the year
held eighteen meetings at which there
has been an average attendance of 9.33
or nearly two thirds of the members of
the committee.

The work the Society has undertaken
to perform and which the committee
have doue their best to carry out may
be summuarized by saying that we en-
deavour by every menns in our pawer to
promute the spread of Catholic truth
and Catholic devotion among Catholics
and non-Catho'ies alike, and to delfend
the Catholic relizion whenever publicly
attacked. Our chiel means towards the
ac.omplishiment of this end is the cir-
culation of cheap literature, either pub-
lished by oumelves or imported from
other similar societies—by menns of
gales at our depots, or whenever practic-
able, Ly free distribution. We have es-
tablished depots for the sale of our pub-
blications at the followmg stores:—J.
Durie & Son, 33 & 35 Sparks Street, W,
P. Patterton, 111 Bunk Strect and P. C.
Guillaume, 495 Sussex Street. The
thanks of the Society are due to all of
these gentlemen for their kindness in
aiding s in this respect, and more es
pecinily to the last two, who, being Ca-
tholies, seil our publications without re-
muneration. A considerable number of
orders by mail, also, bave been filied
directly by the Secretary.

LOCAL PUBLICATIQNS.

While the circulations of the Society’s
publications remains at or near its pre-
sent limit, very moch more can, as a
rule, be accomplished for the same ex-
penditure, by importing the publications
by the English and American Truth So-
cieties than by undertaking the publii-
cation of works ourselves. Nevertheless
the commitiee havethought it advisable
to issue during the year two pamphlets
of our own, Number one contains a
short introduction by the Secretary des-
cribing the formation of Lthe Society ; a
paper by Mr.J. A.J. McKenna entitled
“ A Neglected Fiell.” and the inaugural
address of our President, Sir John
Thompsun, giving some account of how
the Society proposes to work, and what
jt hopes to accomplish., This pamphlet
js entitled “ The Cutholic Truth Society,”
“Its Aims and Objects.” Number two
is entitled * Traditions” and is by Mr.
Joseph Pope. One thousand copies nf
each were published and of thess 1044
have been sold or distributed leaving 950
oo band. A latge number of copies of
Enmphlen number one have been distri-

uted free, both in the city and clse-
where with the object of adding to the
membership of-the Society and of cn-
deavoring to bring about the formation
of similar societies in other places in
Canada. g
. As pamphlet number three of our
series the committee decided to reprint
the excellent asticle “ Roman Catholic
Church ” {rom vol. VIII of the new edi-
tion of Chamber’s Encyclopedia. The
requisite permisson for this was obtain-

- ed from the J. B. Lippincott Co’y the

~

revised proof corrected.

owners of the American rights, and the
pamphlel was actually set up and the

On the eve of
‘publication, however, it was discovered
“that the Canadian copyright was owned,
.not by the J. B. Lippincott 'Coy’y., ‘but
by the Chambers themselves, and the

“latter firm refusing their permission,
" the work hagd to be abandoned.

IMPORTED PUBLICATIONS,

“:. The most active work of the year has

been in the direction of importing and

.- ¢irgulating publications of the English

“and: American societies.

From the

. former .we bhave purchased in all 3780

-aopies of 53 pamphlets and 4400 copies

of 48 leatlets from the latter 2000 copies
of 14 pampblets and 315 copies of three
leatlets, and from other sources 158
copies of three pamphlets. Of these,
2786 pamyphlets and 2944 leaflets remain
on hand and the balance of 3162
pamphlets and 1771 leaflets have been
put into circulation either by sale or dis-
tribution. Adding the copies of our
own two publications this makes a tatal
of 7938 pamphlets and 4715 lesflets ac-
quired and 4196 pamphlets and1771 leaf-
lets or a grand total of 5967 publications
put into circulation during the year.
These figures include an order pur-
chased through us by the St. Vincent de
Paul Society for free distribution among
the poor whom they visit.

Owing to lack of funds we have not so
far been in a position to keep in stock
anything like a full selection of the pub-
lications of the Catholic Truth Society
of England. We have therefore been
obliged to select from their cntalogue
those works most likely to do_goad,
hoping to add new works from time to
time as the increase of our revenue per-
mits. The Catholic Truth Society of
America has, as yet, issued very miuich
fewer publications than the English So-
ciety. We have therefore been in a po-
gition to keep on hand a complete stuck
of their pamphlets and leaflets with the
exception of a few which appeal pecu~
liary to the people of the United States
and which would not be of interest in
Canada.

LECTURES.

Shortly after their electiona year ago
the committee decided that the work of
the Society would be materinlly aided
by the holding of free public entertain-
ments, at which, in addition at an at-
tractive musical programme, papers on
subjects germane 1o the work of the So-
ciety ghouid be read.

It was originally intended to hold tive
or six of these meetings during the sea-
son, but unavoidable cirenmstances pre-
vented arrangements beivg made for
more than three. These under the name
of “Musical and Literary Evenings”
were numerously attended und other-
wise most successiul and without doubt
conrtributed largely towurds increasing
the membership of the Society and ad-
vertising our publications.

The first was held in the Catholic Ly-
ceum on December 17th, and was the
oceasion of the delivery of the Presi-
dent’s inaugural adiress, and of Mr.
Pope’s paper on * Traditions” both al-
rendy referred to. The second entertain
ment was held in the hall of the Rideau
Street Convent on February 4th. The
paper of the evening was a description

v Mr. J. A. J. McKenna of the conven-
tion the of “ Apostulate of the Press”
held a short time previously in New
York. The third and last took place in
the Music Hall of the Gloucester Stiect
Convent on March 5th, a member of the
Society contributing anonymously a
paper on Cardinal Newman.

The thunks of the Society are due to
the ladies of the two convents and the
authorities of the Cutholic Lyceum for
the free use of their respective halls, as
well as to the several ladies and gentle-
men who aided in making the pro-
gramines aliractive. .

It isstiongiy recommend that these
meetings should be continned during
the coming senson.and that if possible
one should be held every month, com-
mencing in December. As last year
they. entailed a necessary expenditure
for piinting, hire of chairs, &c. of from
ten to twelve dollars each, it hag been
suggested that during the coming sea
son in order L0 cover expenses, & nomi-
nal admission feo of ten cents should be
charged.

NEWSPAPER WORK.

Under this heud there is very little to
report. The local newspapers have
beensingularly free from mis-statements
on Catholic subjects, and none of the
usual anti-Catholic lecturers have ap-
peared in our midst since the formation
of the Society. It has therefore only be-

.come necessary on two occasions to send

communic tions to the press in defence
of Catholic trath.

WORK IN OT'HER PLACES.
Ever since the formation of the So-

‘ciety in Ottawa it has been the constant
aim of the committee to endeavor to

bring about the establishment of similar
societies, in other places in Canada.
With that end in view the Secretary has
distributed, wherever it was thought
they might do good, considerable num-
bers of.our own Pamphlet No.1, our
price list, the advertising pamphlet of

the American Society and of two pam-

hle te y ubilshed by the Englieh Society

ntit'ed “ The Catbolic'Truth Society ”
and *“ HFow to Help the Catholic Truth
Society.” One tangible result is * The
Catholic Truth Suciety of Almonte,”
the report of which, appended here to
speaks for itself and does credit to the
Catholics of Almonte. Would that every
town and viliage in the country would
do as well: Thisis the only branch actu-
ally established as a result of the forma-
tion of our own Society, but the Secre-
tary isin correspoudenge with persuns
in some half a dogen other places where
the formation of branches is under dis-
cussion ; and it is sincerely hoped that
in some at least of these, Catholic Truth
Societies will be established.

Besides our own and that at Almonte,
there sre two branches of the Catholic
Truth Society in Canadn, one in Toronto
formed some time ago, and one in Win-
nipeg almast contemparaneous with our
own. There is also the recently formed
#Catholic Association” in Montreal,
which we believe aims at similar works.
In Pembroke, while no branch of the So-
ciety exists, the conference of the St.
Vincent de Pau) Society has purchased
a quantity of publications from us and
distnibuted them Iree to the poor.

THE CATHOLIC WRITER.

A Thoughtful and Able Preacher Glves
HisViewsonthe Misslonof the Press.

Rev. Willlam Barry, D [D.,one of the fore-
most Catholic preacherd in England and a deep
student, tately delivered an address on * The
Catholle Writer” which 1s worth recording.
He says : The power of the press conslste in
the knowiedze—or even iu the ignoraosce cun-
ningly disguiked as knowledge—of those whe
wrile in it muitiplled into the nuinber of those
who read thetn. Its purpose shouid bhe the
greatesl enlightenmeunl of the zreatest number;
50 that, while we enjoy & free constitution, we
should not degeperale into what Burke has de-
nouticed &8s a * frantic democracy,’' and that
while art aod sclener create a sound material
clvilization, the Christinn faith may carry it
up 1o divine and everlastiog heights. Butcan
we maintain that literature, among Cathoites,
has a recognized position, or is a eareer in
which we shouid recommend even amau of
geninE to embark with auy confidence? A
Catholle man of letters who should devote his
services to Catholics alvne, would fail disas-
trously. Even those who, with private moans,
or earning their bread elsewhere,contribute to
our journals, magazines and olher literary
enterprises, doso at a dead 10ss, for the most
jpart. They give in a splrit of self-sacrifice
what they cannot always spare. Others
who must llve by thewr labor fall stlent
andjturn their attentina to pursalts which will
reward them ; while the cheup or gratuitous
work atone, encouraged under the present sy-
stepn, fills our catalogues with productions the
economic valus of which 1t would be difficulL
to eslimate In any market. Arethese things
not true ? or wtll it be satd that I am exag-
gerating 7 I appeal 1o publiabers, edltors and
authors to bear witness If my contention isun-
sound. Now,Iam well aware that Illterature
is no mere mechanical art; that genius is born
and not madse, nor suon recognized sven where
it really exists; and, though L am not talking
of genius, but of the more discernible thing
called trlent and average llterary power, still
1 sAY that Cathollcs

HAVE NOT DONE TIEIR DUTY

by it and that it s the audlence, not the teach-
ers, who are wanting. Whatis the explana
tion ? Is itnot such as thfs—that few among
us have realized the changed conditions under
which religlon must be preached to the world,
from thegood old days when it requlired noth-
ing but a chuarch with & pulpit In 162 That we
stiil belleve in Aghilng modern artiliery with
bows and arrows 2 Thal knowing it to be Lthie
business of the clergy to explala or defend the
greal truths of religion, nataral and superna-
tural, we go on to argue most {Hozicaliy that
11 1s not the bustness of anyone else besidesthe
clergy ® Andeven the clergy themselves, are
wo r.ab &pt to think 1hat ihe sermon and the
catechism will aftord them all the vantlage
ground they ean possibly desire, and that *lii-
eratnure’” is, at Lhe most, s oranament of thetr
profession, a pastime,or & superficous luxur§ ?

Whatdo I ask for Catholie writers? Recug-
niilon, first, as exponents of saving truths, re-
liglous, £hllouophlcul rcientifle, politienl and
gocial, Recogniiion from their own,; and
with recoguttlon and bouer and support. All
this we could give, were our fifteen. mililons at
home and abrosd of one mind fu the malter.
The muny should be taught to reallse their
obligations ; und tha tew who are possessed of
means which they desire so employ in tho ser-
vice of religion, should seriously medltate
whether any more necessary or more fruliful
employmeunt can be found for thelr riches
than in establishing the Catholic press—l do
not mean bouks exclusively or maialy, which
agaln, 1 say, 18 the outward visible form of
the Catbolic writer, 18, in our day, and will be-
come more and more a8 education spreads,
the religlous order, the most effective propa-
ganda, the instrument of expansion aud pro-
gress, and indispensable state and ennditinon of
Tife in the Catholic Church, Wehavehad, and
still have with us, contemplative orders,
preaching orders, misslonary orders. Why
should I hesitate Lo avow that

THE CATHOLIC WRITER

who 1ives worthy of his vocation is at once a
contemplative, a preacher and a misslonnry?
This Is what I would put before you wiih all
possible earnesiness regarding the clalms
which, in my judgmant, our writers may falrly
insiat upon as their due from ns. Butin what
colors sgall 1 paint thelr proapects 2 What has
1thefuture In store for them? Can I hold out
any hopes that they wiil win that honorable
place and the rewards, elther of influencs or of
competence, to which I believed they are en-
titled? Were I lo argue simply from the
record, 1 should feel by no means hopeful,
There has been much earnest work done al
the cost of private sacrifices which has had
small recognition, and that when the great
public had glven the signal, but seldom bafore,
Rellgéon ‘{8 not. & matter of inherilanes, but
th.

of m

And, therefore, the Oatholic writer !

has a prospectin front of him which abnundr
in hope.. Is it not high time, then; tospread
the best literature we pousess, to stimulate
and reward exertion (n so fruitfula province,
and to wake from the sleep of fuille and anti-
quated ideas? Agaln,the growing weakness,
presaging rear defeal, of materialistic and
agnostio science 1n the prerence of deadly su-
rstition, dnes It pat aunoance thatl the ara of
lank unbelief 18 passing away ¢ Who sunall
occupy the room itis leaving? Everyone of
our writers who can, in this critical time, ex-
und with force and freshness, in a Janguage
evel tn the common yet not vulgar mind, any
prineiple of religion, of philogsophy, of moral
or socinl sclence, will be “helping to scatter the
darkness into which millions have gone down
for want ofsuch teaching. Reward from hls
own stde, or perbags from any side, he may
not recelve, But il he has light,

IT 18 IS DUTY,
and It must be his recompense, to spread it
where he may. IfSt. Augustine has taught
many centuries, and Cardinal Newman a
whole neration, it was not because the one
was bishop of Higpo and the other cardinal of
St. George, but becuuse they were Newman
and Augastine, with the Cavholle Church be-
hind them to secure Lhelr freedom by guarding
them agulust errar, The grealest name
fn Catholic lterature, if 1t is not Sha-
kespeare, §s Dante. Can we sy, then,
that only the clergy need concern themselves
to show forth -religion in {ts most taking
form ® The layman of to-morrow wiil be train-
ed in our schools, the prigst in our semli naries.
1f Mierature s to fourish, the rools of It must
be planted in both these wide flelds, Would it
not bo a grand thing i€ from the beginnolng 1t
were admlited on all hands that the carcer of a
Catholic writer ts not only houvorabte, but
worthy of reward; thut it can be made Buch
onily by the multitude of Catholle readers,
eager and w!lliuglo accept what he offers them,
and prepared without grudging to supporl
chureh aund school nnow ? It depends on Calh-
olics Lhemselves, on the wage earners In this
democratic time who cau spend thelr earnings
now they will and where they will-on them
it depends whether we sb all have a literature
not unworthy of the faith and of the nation we
would win back to the frith. Numbers are
not wanting Lo us, nor ma tevial re~ources, nor

talent, nor industry in those who pussess
talent. Why, they,should we fail? We shail
not fatl, But,if we are to succeed, I atfirm

Liiat literature must be recognized amongst us
as a sncred calling, with its own place and pre-
rogatives ynd 8 betliting sustenance.— Rosion
Republic.

A FORTHACOMING HISTORY OF
IRELAND.

BY JAMES MURPHY, OF DUBLIN,
Author of several Historical Novels, among
others ' Sanvenvocht?' “ The Furtunes o
Manrice Q'Donncll,” * Lhe Lord of
Rosnaree,” ** The Priest Hunters o
tale of the Penal times,"” now pub-
lishing in * The Ivish Calho-
ticand Nation " of Dubiin,

For the last hall dozen years or more Mr. -
James Murphy has been engagedon a new
History of [reland. The work has been pro-
ected in large shape, consisting of ten quarter
volumes, and commences at the earliest perlod,
coming down 1o the present time. Iach
volume will deal with & speclal poriod of Irish
uffairs, such as the earliest ceniuries of
Curistianity, the Danishk invaslon, the Anglo-
Norman invasion, down to the period of the
Relormation, aud soon. The dry list of names
and chirvnology of events which has heretoltore
made the history of Ireiand 80 iiresome to
students will be relegsted to appendices ; and
the subject matter will be treated in A flowing,
narralive styte. Euch votume wilt thoroughly
exhuaust the subject troated, aou for this pur-
puse Mr. Murphy has laid under contribution
all known sources of anthority, the receat is-
sued of anclent Stale papers, and the publica-
ilon of antigue Irish documents No treatise
or matter ltkely to throw light on difficuit or
obscure portions of the blstory has been ne-
Flee{ed. and for the firat Lime 2 history of Ire-

and that may be read with tnterest as an or-
dinary student's hand-book--for each volume
will be complete in itse f—wlill be set before
the historjeal inguirer, The author has sought
‘0 dv for Ireland what Hume and Green have
done for England.

‘I'ne first vight volumes have been completad,
and the nioth is nowin hands The tenth
volume will, it Is expecred, be ready rbout the
middle of the yeur 180, and the eutire wiil
then be atonce pluced in hands for publica-
tlon. Arrangements are being made Lo have
the work brought out 1o Londou, aud an Irish
gentleman of high public spirit hes und-rtak-
en (o sce the volumes lhrough. The ten
volumes will lorm a lasting monument of 1i-
terary labuur and research. The price of all,
strongly bound wiil be £5. Of course, 11 is
more lutended for public hibraries and private
callections than for every day readers; but al
the same time any historlcul studenl wishilng
Lo read up any particiiar period will have no
necessily jor dipolng into more than the par-
Licuiar valume dewliug with that epachk. In
this way 1t wuil save the reader much waste of
time and trouble, Dlvesied of all dry or dust
matier, and hringing in much that i8 new, in-
terestiug and nitraclive, it 18 to be hoped that
the hlstory of their native land will be more
extonsively read by [rishmen and wemen thao
it has been heretniore, and s0 nne permanout
source ot reproach and rebuke be removed.—
Dublin Irish Catholic.
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Dr. A. T, Slooum’s

OXYGENIZED EMULSION OF PURE COD
LIVER OlL. Ifyouhave Brounchitia—Use it.
For sale by all druggists. 35 cenis per bottle.
—_—
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PirLs.—Sud-
den changes of tempuratu e sorely trv all per-
sons prone 10 rheumaltism, sclatica, tic
doloreux, and many maladies scarcely less
palnful, though of shorter duration. Ou the
firat attack of stiffness or suflfering in any
muscle, joint .or nerye, recourse should im-
mediately be had t.o-loménl.ing the ‘seat of
disease with hot brine and rubbing In this
‘remarkable Qintment, which will assuage the
uneasiness of the part, subdue lnfammation,
and redace the swelllng. The Pllis, simul-
taneously taken, will rectify comstitutional
disturbances and remew the strength. No
vemedy heretofore discovered has proved so
effective as the Ointment and Plils for ramov-
{ng gouty, rheumatic and scrofulous attacks,

which affacts all ages, and are commonly call
ed-hersditary. T e L




