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"PERSECUTION IN ROME.

————

'I.‘hé Neﬁr Prefect’s Misdeeds.

The Persecution of the Religious Oxders andt

Confiscation of their Property.

PR —

The new Prefact of Rome has a curlous and
fnatructive history, with a moral to it, which
makes It all the more Interesting In view of
the work he Is called en to de at the present
moment fer his master, Premier Orispl. Hia

firet doty will he to drive the brothers and
nuns from the hoepltals, orphan asylume and
other cbarltable institutions In the coity, and

then to ald in the confiscatlenof She revenuet

which seppert these places. This task will
be very agreeable to the Prefect in vlew of his

antecedents, and the pecalisr training eof his

youth, It fo eald that be was born and hbred

an Infidel, with a particular, lntelligent and
progresslve hatred of Ohristianity, and that
for this last gaal.ty he has beon oelected todo
tho delicate and profitable work »e much rol-
fshed by his kind, There are in Rome abount

one hundred and sixty lnstitutione of all
kinds for the care of the unfortunate, and

shelr annual revenue Is abont one and a half
Premler Criapi haa con-
fiagated these revenues becanse he discevered
—the good man oan discover anything he
fHkse—that the beitar part of them were spent
in worshipping God on too graand a eesly,
The aima
of vhese charities are varions and shew what

milliene of dellara,

while the poer got what wes lelt.

glorious charlsy oncs prevailed lu Italy.
THE CARE OF THE SICK,

of tha pilgrim, of the orphar, of the old, of
ahandoned chiidrsn, of penitoat women ; the
izstruction of children, the assisting of clever
and earneat students, af poor perssns with-
out propor advocates in court, of mliserable
prisoners condemned to long imprisonment, of
young wemei who need & dewry to get mar-
ried, of poor gentlewemen who have fost all,
of widows, of the blind, and the deaf-mutes ;
tness are some of the aims of thess lay and
‘fhey were founded by plous
eonls, who loft thelr money to them that the
gosd work might be coutinued ; and now
they are to beawept away in a night, their
money turned into the bankrupt treasury of
Rome, and the charity eso needed by the
toocusands of poor suddenly withdrawn frem

cleric aooletles,

tasm. The bad which will be made for Pra-
mier Crispl by the sgony and tears of widows
and helplesa orphaca and eld peopls, and the

dlstraesed generally oan hardly bea pleasant
one, His confiscation Is a grand ateal, he
deer not hide the fact although he does not
atate it, and while he assures the psor ef his
intention te loek after them everyone knows
that the confisoated revenmes go to Rome,
whiie the paor may go where they please, It is
the tank of the new Prefect Signer Finocoharo-
Aprile to dezpoll the Roman peor while pre-
tending to asslst them, in plaln words to exe-
cute his master's wishes, Roared as he hag
been in the purest anti.clerioallsm he must
be dslighted with hla new effice and its epen-
dng duties. In ene clty he will have the

pleasure of tearlng down
THE STRUCTURE OF CHARITY

@0 iaborionsly erested by the bated Church.
Athefstic charlty will be snbstituted, the
dreams of his yoath will recelves partlal ful-
filment, sud the glow of patriotiem will heat
Alsa ! the dreams of
the Prefect can ajter all be enly the dreams
He waanet born and reared an
Is of
Palermo, and his parsnta and relatives were
80 Cathelio that they eduoated him In sensl-
ments of deep plety. From his earliest yonth
he was an actlve member ¢f a soolety which
tha Oratorlan Fathers, of Palerme, had
founded ts keep thelr young men In the way
of virine, He wae then & young man of
He went to con-
£atsien and communlen weekly, prayed dally
twice {n the chapel, frequented the soclety
of bie follow members . only, and finally made

his blood, and se en.

of Satan !
atheist. Here Ia his histery, He

mers than erdinsry plety.

anch progresa as to go to Communien daily,

remalning on his kness ne long and praylng
with auch devotion ttat the old men taek him

for ageraph, Loalng hla pavents befere he
<ouid dewell for himself the Oratorlanslooked

after him affsotlenatoly, and heaped him with
tavors, They had hopes he would prove a
valiang Oathelfo In apite of the temptatiena
of the time, He continued In this way until
he was twentby, an age memorable In the life
ef Orlepi, whe at that tlme wrote poetry in
honer of the Biessed Saorament and the
At twenty the young man
of the soldlera whe had
died for the Pope; daclared himeelf a Catho-
lio with the Pope and for the Pope, and car-
ried a blg brenzs cruclfix on his breast. Just
at this time, however, aomething began to be
An acquaintance acoused
him of hypeorlsy. Little by little he ceaned
{oterceurae - with the Oratery, drepped-his
devotien and finally af the firat convenlent
mement appeared as a Freemason, an atheist
4nd a follower ef Criapl, The explanatien ef
this metamorpheals ia bis ambition and his
lack of mental abllity. Many times he tried
In Palermo to becomd a lawyer, but could
He
then paid court to Orispl, beoame his orea-
fure, and witheat any ~addition to his brains
vls new royal Prefect of

Virgin Mother,
expressed his ecnvy

wrong with him.

never pasa n sucoessfal examination,

became a great man,
ome,

Thie is his story, and curfous omeltis; It
has ons bright spot In 1t, that he has woum
aome kind of a anooess. ' So many threw away
virtae, honestly, prinolple, faith, and- got

nelther gold nor fame.—Catholic ‘Review,

- -

Water of Lourdes Used Upon Gen.
- .. Grant ‘ S

Mra, Richard Otew&mentlonu ﬂﬂl lnter-

estlogfaot e o

“Thi wife of Gan, Grant onoe-told me just]’
batare her husband’s - death -that she thengh

rolnd sy [ s

Protestant,  dould nob rehit qay
wiiii ner “a ‘bottle" of "the'waters
Spring st Lourdes, sad when the

=)

(111’;; ";'h's':?i'm‘ L

one of his mest death-like spells of weaknees,
and they feared he might never breathe sgaln
she peured the sacred contens of thia vial
upon his head and Invoked Heaven's mercy
on thia great and good man, that he might be
spared yet a little lenger to kile ceuntry.
She sald she did net clalm the been for her
busband, as that might be too selfish and
persenal, but that his country might a Iitils
longer keep the leader that had saved it. The
prayer was granted, and he lived to fininb
the atory ef his life, so dear to the people of
Awmerion, and such blessing to his fendly
loved wife and ohlldren. The world mway
think that it war the remedies given so skill-
fully by his patient and learned physician,
but who shall say 1t waer not the Virgin
Mary’s answer t2 a weman’s prayer 2 Whe
shall say that the Savionr, who ocansed the
dark eyee of Jalrus’a daughter to awaken, did
net epeak omce more fn merocy, though to
mortal eyes and ears he was unseen and un-
heard.”—XN, Y. Tablet,

———————-E——— e

THE MALTESE DIFFICULTY.

—_——

Jonrnalists Excommunicated—I1is Mollness
Adudresses a Letter to the Bishop,

Mgr. Pace, Blshop of Malta, has taken a
grave dacision concernling certain jeurnals in
kis dlecese, Tbese jiurnale have been obsti-
vately aseailing ccclesiastical autharlty, even
atiacklng the Pope in regard to the results of
tho pegotlations hetween tie Hely Sue and
the Government of Groat Britsin, Tha
Bishep has falmioated the major excommani-
cat!on apalnst tacse who take any part what-
over in tbe publishing and the ctrculation ef
ehe Malia, the Morimento, and the Habbar
Malti, which Mgr, Pace denounces as ‘‘in.
juriona to tke Holy See, seditious, irreliglous,
rebola to episcepsl authority.”

Pops Leo XIII, bhes written a letter to
Bishvp Pace amaly upholding bim io his
courze, Ho prafses hignly the arpciznt falth
of the Maltess, who wera ovangeliz:d by the
great Apoatle, and then proceeda to make
some statements which are slgnificant In view
of certain declsrations mada in she Britlsh
Parlizment, evea by Mr. Gladsione. Heaaya
that tie agitutors, in erder to gain their evil
ende, ** have fslsified tae trath of facts and
turned and tertured to ovil by a false Inter-
pretation designe foll of stralghtiorwarduess,"
Ho then says :

“This valomny and this agltation of the
anemy of which we complsin wonld oleazly
appear Yo all eyes If tney would, in an unpre-
judiced splrlt, conaider the habit of acting of
tvhe Roman Pontiffs and examine what has
recently been declded, tonching the affairs of
Malta, bstween us sand the Reyal Govern-
ment of Eagland, Histery ehows that the
Holy See, every time It prspared and con-
oluded conventlona with the olvil power, haa
always had the Interests and the rights of the
people g0 muoh at heart, that it has been in
faot the object of attacke, hatreds, perils,
and anger frem the Powere. No.w, overy
time that It has bzatirred lteclf cozceraing
the religlon of which it, under Gos, is the
guardian fn all t2inge, and upon which it
exerclees its jurisdlctlen, It has done as with
a spirlt uncbicared by any seiicitude for
human aflairs; what it conasjders slngly is
the advancement of the glory ef Gad and the
salvatien of mouls, that which conduoes most
to the publio goed, te the peave and tran.
quillity of nations,"

He goes on te etate that the convantien
with t1e Britleth Goevernment relataa solely
to eccleslastical affairs, and that wo far from
the rights snd dignity of the Churoh suffer-
ing in any way, they bave rather been ad.
vanoed and confirmed. What he chiefly had
ab heart was to elsvate the standards of edan.-
cation at the Semlnary of Malta, se that tho
Maltese clergy may enjey a higher culture ef
the aclences and a wider raoge of knowledge.
The teaching of English in the Seminary is
not Intreduced ter the purpeee of destroying
the Maltezs language, as was charged by
i lying men who, almilating religion and love
of ceuntry, labor In all the lnterests of the
sectarian enemies ef the Church,” In erder
* £ destroy the unity which guards the lines
of discipline and ebedlence.” The Pope oen-
oludes by sending his Apoatelical Benedictien
to the Blshop, clergy, and the faithful of
Mﬁlt&t

el G~ G-

FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS

By the Paulist Fathers,

* And they that are Ohrist’s have crucified
their flesh with the vices and eoncupug.encea.”

However theze words may have sounded
n the ears of the Galatians, to whom they
were firet written, I am afrald that te seme
among us they have w atrangely, perbaps
nnwelcome sound,

And were we to ask auch people thelr
oplnien in the matter they would witheut
donbt reply that these words of the Apestle
were just a little bit etriot, geod enongh It
might be for his tlme, but hardly practioable
newadays. :

Yet, brethren, hard as these words may
seem, they are as true now as when they
weore first wrltten, They were Intended by
the Apostle not almply to expreas a resuls,
but alse to bo am & elgn whereby the true
followers of Christ should be knewn., And
they are wtlil the sign of the followers of
Ohrist. For the trus Christlane of to-dsy,
as of old, are they that have crucified thelr

“flash, .

Now what dees the Apoatie mean by ‘these
words ?' Does he mean that they are enly
trze Ohriatinns, who fersake the world and

-J tast centinually and scourge themselves? Is,

that what he means by crucifylng the fleah ¥
No, not mecemarily. - He tells us what he

4 moans. Fer just a few verses before in this
“Eplatle, he givea & long st of sins and ameng

thetahe places immodaesty snd -cententions

-and quarrelings and drunkenness, These he:
he worka of the fleah, and when he mays |

“true. Christlans orucily thele flash he
und §hoy keep uhemselves tree trom.

Q.%'l-'il;liﬁ; Ghrlltlnnll t_h;d-_ﬁd_ ‘ininistry

who keeps himself away from contention®
and guarrels and drunkenness and such like
thioge, )
Atter sll, that Is not se very hard, It dees
net differ from what we have learned else.
where to be a Chrictian’s doty. Bat what
the Apestle wants o do Is te remeve the de-
celt er the hyperorisy ef those who profess to

be Obristiana In worda but de net want te de |

the-works of Chrlat or live his: life, In his
bald,.forcible words he shows ns that there
cannot be mny deubt er uncertalnty in the
matzr.  Either we are of Christ or we are of
the world. We must be on one slde or the
ether, and If we are ef Christ we muet be
known as sugh, fer they that are of Christ
have oruoified shelr fesh.

Brethren, how ia Iy with za? We bear the
name e¢f Curist, we onll ourselves Chris-
tians, but s it enly in name 2 Are we decelv-
log oureslves and thinking that because
we bave the name of Christ we can de as we
please ?

I am afraid that this is ofyen the oase with
so-callad Carietians, They eeem to think
that as long as they bear the name they are
all right. In their lives they differ littlo If
any frem the men and wemen of the world.
Toey want te have the thinge ot the world,
ivs rlohes, itz pieasures, not eimply thoas
that are allowakle, but these that are sinful
ad woll. They are in fact, tryiog to do whet
our Lord in vo-day's gospel says ty imposaible
—they are trying to sorve two mastas,

They want to te Io with the world and
kave & good time, and at the sams time they
expect to make all right Lereafter bscauss
Ley bear the name of Cuarisi., Thess
wre they who live in eln and yet come to
church and lLiwzen to sarmons, and cffer whas
they call prayers to God, but muke no effoxt
ta get cut of shelrsfne. Theso arc they who
are & wvource of scendal to tas charch, of
whem it is elt.u cald, such & one goen to
church, yat he {e just av bad an ais neizhbor,

Brechresn, such perzons are not c¢f Christ,
though they may oxll themselves by bls nams,
PFor they orly Carlat’s now who have crucifiad
the eab, whe kasp themaclvss iree from con-
tentions quarelling ané such things

And unlees we do that, we can not be
COhriet's hersafter. For our Lord himoelf
tell ns that cn the liu day maoy shall say,
Lerd, I have called upon Thy name, 1 havs
made nsge of Thy name, and He will reply, 1
knew you net, Sbowing that tac name alone
will not save us, unless we be Chorfatiane in.
deed, unless we have crucified flash with the
vices and cencupiycenaes,

———————

The Church in Ireland.

Thers is a wonderful preof that the Uharch
founded ia Ircland by S:. Patrick was one
with $he Church ¢f Roame, and one with the
Churoch of eur own day, In the exlstence of a
misgal, referred by the best authorities to tke
founder of the monastery of Liotra, S. Ruad-
han, who died 10 554, The Maes, as given in
tnls miaea), beglns with the litanles of tae
seints, with an sntiphon whioh expreszes the
sam® senviments as our Confiteor, Then the
Gloria ir excelsis Deo, witn a prayer or
ooilaot, and a lessou frem the First Eptatls t»
the Corlathiana (2leventh chapter) rolating t>
tue Hoiy Euchrivt. The Goapel ia frem tho
sixth chapter of St John, and the creed is
glven. And when we ocome to the most
solemn par$ of tha Mase or Canen, we have
not enly the very same werds of the (Conse-
cration, but all the prayers which follew it,
evep to the memento for the dead, The
priests of the sixth century inIreland ueed the
verp same prayer which wefind te-day in eur
missals—“Humtly we heseech Thee, O
Almighty God, command this efferlng te be
oarried by the hand of Thy holy angels unte
Thy heavenly alfar, in the presence of Thy
Divine Majesty, that all of us who recelve,
through the participation of this altar, the
Most Hely Body and Bleod of Thy Sen, may
bo filled with every heavenly blesslug and
grace, threngh the same Christ eur Lord.”
In additlon te the every day Maass, this
migsal gives ua & Mars eof the Apsstles, a
Mass for Maitgrs, a8 Masg fer Saints and
Virgine, and a Moass for the Daad. A Com.
munion hymn {s preserved in an anclent beek
of antiphone, begloning with the words,
Sancti, Venite,.Christi Corpus, the very worda
whioh Patriok and his dear disciple Sechnall
heard the angels singing ; a0 that from the
tlme of Pal.ick te our ewn, the blessed words
have beon sung ; and in Erin they were ao.
custemed to tlag them when the peeple
racelved the Body of Chriat in the Hely Com-
maunion, —Catkolic Témes.

i

. A Strange Affair,

New YoRk, Sept, 6th.—A despatsh to the
World from Cork says : T_he severe measures
adopted by the War Office in a caae that has for
some time abttracted geoeral abteatlon have
oreatad genuine seneation, Among the members
of the Welsh regiment atationed here 1 a Lieut,
Jervals, who hae always enjoyed wide populari-
ty among the men but has been ignorad, boy-
cotted and persecuted by his fellow-officerz and
subjected by them to petty annoyances of all
kinde, This persecution culmnated about three
months ago when the lieutenany’s room was
broken into at night, and he was dragged from
his bed, taken outaide to a secluded spot, and
tarred-and feathered, A fow daya later Lisut,
Jervais refused to walute his superior officer
when on parade, knowing that that officer was
one of those guiiby of the indignity heaped upon
him previously, snd he had no other means of
showing his resentment. Foliowing this he ab-
sented himself from the regiment and prooseded
to Bndland to visit his relative, When he had
been sbeent four days he was arreated aa a de.
serter, brought back here and subjected: to
aight weeks confinement in this quarter. His
:egntive.lodged & complaint with the Govern-
ment for this and an inquiry was ordered, It
was made and the decision asnonnced on Wed-
nesday last was to the effect that two officers

’

“are deprived]of their commisaions and four others

placed at the bottom of the promotion liss with
option of resignation. ' The deciéion has oaused:
n sensation here bub it is uwoiversally accepted
asajustone. . R

e ad - , .

A painfal impression bas ‘been created in

‘Bome ho the fact that the offeare of -the- Ao

trian man-of-war ““Minerva’’. sought an audi
with the Paps hefare officially-ealling upon

| pected %0,

A GOOD MOTHER.

i“he Church’s Relation to Science

% he Protestant ¥ables as to the Enmity of
the Catholic Chusch tor Science.

———— .

The Ohurch cannot afford to leap to conclu-
sions of a question of merascience. There have
been some seventeen different theories of our
systern since Joshua commanded the sun to
stand still, and the Church under the old or the
new law was committed to none of them. A
prominent reason for delay ia the fach that at
thut time the system was not sufficlently de-
monstrated., Viewing the matter in the light
of Iater disooveries, every tyrc in astronomy
kaows that Galileo's reasonings were all wrong.
He tock up an old theory, which, although a

correct one, he was unable to prove scientifical-
ly. The celebrated Delambre said, ‘‘that until
the velocity of light was ascertained by Reau-
mur, and the aberration of light was calculated
by Bradley, and the laws of gravitation were
established by Newton, all the Copernicans were
reduced to mere probabilities,” Macaulay tells
us that Bacon rejected the theories of Galileo,
and eo did Dusecartes. According to Galileo
the eun is without any local movement what-
ever, whereas the contrary is now established.

The Cupernicus syatem was wrong in giving
the plaocua a circular instead of an elliptical
orbiv Vietua claimed that the Copernican sys-
tem was founded on false geometery. Tycho
Brahe, though he refected the system of Pcle-
my, confzased that he wns not prepared to
adcpt that of Copurnicus, Galileo epnke warm.
ly sgainst the system ay the first. Ib is said
tiar. even at the present the Copernican system
fails to explain certain phenomena. Cardinal
Bellarmine, in auswer to a letter from Monsig-
nor Dini, suyes : “Tho only puinv av iseue i to
propose the theory as a thecry, not as an indis-
putakle fact. There is no iotention of con-
demning the theory,” He aleo writes so Car-
dina! del Moute : *‘Let Galileo stick to mathe-
maticzand paysics, and suetain from pusting
forwnrd new interpretationa of Scripture, how-
aver ingenious—they are departures from the
¢ common consent of the Fathers,’ ” Again
he weitea to Forcarini, ooe of Galileo's disci-
ples : *You will act prudently (snd Galileo
algo) if you will treat oi she Qopernican system,
and of the proofs of it, without references to
Holy Seripture.”

NICHOLDS CCSA,

a paiest who was born at Cusa, on the banks of
the Moselle, having studied in the most famona
upiversities of Germany and Italy, hecama
Archdeacon of Liege, snd in that capacity he
aesisted ab the Couacil of Basil in 1431. He had
written a treatise on astronomy nearly two cen-
taries before Galileo, and ab this council he
msintained, side by side with Cardinal Cesapini,
that the true syatem of astronomy should be
called not geocentric but beliocentric, and that
the earth and not the sun was 12 motion. What
was the consequence of this bold step? Wae
he summonsd vefora’ an inquisition? He was
summoned before Nicholas V, to receive a car-
dinal’s hat and with it the Buhopric of Brixen
to the Tyrol. Copernicua came to Rome from
the banks of the Vistula. and we find him an
humble priesh raiged to by a professor in the
Pope’s university and engzawed in giviog lec-
tares on the new theory of the heavena to over
2,000 pupils, and when he was unable to pring
his new work, Uardinal Schomberg undertook
the entire expense of the publication, and when
$he great work was printed it was dedicated to
the reigning Pops Paul III. If the Roman
authorities treated the inventora of the ayatem
(after Pythagorus} so graciously, why should
they persecute Galileo, who was merely e plain-
iug the syaten? True, Ousa and Copermicus,
slthough priesats, kept the question of religion
entiroly aloof from their philoeophical specula-
tions, while Galileo reduced the issue to a ques-
tion of Scriptural interpretation. In reality it
wag a fight between two achools of philosophy
pud Galileo rashly insisted on & deciston from
the Church in the matter at issue,

In 1533, Albert Widmanatads, a disgiple of
Copernicus, went to Rome and proposed to de-
fend in public debate the teachings of his mas-
ter, Coparnicus, At the request of the Pops,
Clement VI1l., the debate was held in the
Vatioan gardens In the presence of the Pope
himaself and many distinguished cardinals,
After the debate the Pope made him oune of his
private accretaries, and presented him with a
magnificant Greek codex of ‘*Alexander Aphro-
disens,’”” as a rewsrd for his hrilliant attain-
ments, . Doea this look like peraecution far
science sake ?

The celebrated astronomer K?El“ was con-
demnped by the Theological Faculby of Tubin-
gen, in 1596, for confirming the identical ecien-
sific truth which thirvy years later caused the
dispute of the schools with Galileo, The great
majority of Protestants are, withouy doubt,
ignorany of this interesting case.

JOHN ERPLER.,

John 2Kepler was born near Stubtgard in
Wurteniberg in 1571. In order to show the
greny Qiference it makes bo us whose ox ig
gored, I give the svory of Kepler, which eur
hiatories fail to mention. The historian Menzel
says : ‘‘He was persecuted only in his native
country, where he, with difficulty, saved his
mother from being burnd as a witch, He fled
thence to the Usatholics, and, notwithstanding
his Yintheran principles, was tolerated by the
Jesmits, .who koow how to value scientific
knowledge,” Jobm Kealer reflected no less
credit on FProtestant Germany than Galileo
on Oatholic Italy, He disoovered the
elliptical - form of planetary orbits, and
pettled dhe truth of the Copernican syatem
on an immovable basis, He was forced to lay
his systern before the Aocademical Senate of
Tnbingen for their approbation, without which
i ooufd not be printed, The Whanimous de-

‘cision of the divines composing the senate was

that ‘Kepler's book contained a damuable
heresy, begause it contradicted the teachings of
the Bible in thab passage where Joshua com-
mands the bun %o stand still.” To this Kepler
replied :—'* That as the Bible addressed itself
‘to mankind in general, it spoke of things in the
life of men a8 men in general are acoustomed to
epeak “0f . them 3 that the .bible waa in no re-
spect & mnual .of optica or astronomy, but
had mnoh higher objaets in view ; that it was
a blamable abuse to seek in it for an-
swers 30 - worldly . thipgs ; that Joshua had
wished to have .the day ' prolonged and God
had responded %o his: wish ; how this had hap-
.pened was not & sabject for inguiry.”. Such an
CaBAWOR- WG vins igib w0 ivaas have Deen ex-
- make an impression dn & .body of
the very reason of whose ' existence

theol
i 2 Sl Tl reed MEEBing 0 R

of avery one to explain the Bible for himeelf.
Note the inconsistency /) Had not the Duke of
urtemberg interposed so protect Kepler he
would probably have euffered. He quitted
‘Wurtemberg and fled for refuge to the Jesuita
of Gratz and Ingoldatadt, who honored his
Ere&t talents, and received him with spen arms,
ecause of the service he had rendered to
scienca, On the death of Tycho Brahe he
received the appointment ol coury astromomer
to the Emperor Rudolph I1.

THE HOLY KINGS.

————man

All that fs Known ef the Three ¥ise Men.

Tradition completes the recital of the Gos-
pel regardiog the three kings who came frem
the distant East to adore the Messiah, These
hely kings, according to the etymolegy of the
Habrew word, were wite men—*¢ maghim,”
men of thought, This was the name which
the Enstorn natiens gave to their doctors ; as
the Jawa called them soribes ; the Egyptlans,
prophets ; the Greeks, philosophers. These
wlse men employed themselves in the study
of sastronemy ; possitly of actrelogy and
maglo also ; and we may thersfore admire and
wonder the more at the admirable myatery of
their vooation, Accerding to the most anclent
martyrologles, the oldest palntings, and the
traditien of the Churoh of Cologne, they were
in number throee ; and this ia cenfirmed by the
Roman Puntifical ; perhaps to reprosent the
three great fam!ilics {erned from Noah ; or, an
ie sald by Venerablo Bade, the thrze ages of
msn's We—infarcy. maturlty, and old age.
Looking upon them in either light, thess
holy kicgs were a repreeentaticn of all
humanlsy at thio cradle of tta Redeomer.
Accordiug to the general belicf their cumes
wora Gaepur, Melchior and Baltaassr, That
they were kivgs in thelr own land, is the
almost unapimous opinton of the Fathere,
who apply te them thesa woerdo of the prophet
David—*'The kinga of Tonreis and the islands
ahall offer presents ; the kings of ths Arabl.
ans aod of Sxzba shall bring gifs ; and all the
kings of the earth shall adors Him; all na-
tions shall sorve Bim,”

THE LITCRGY OF THE CHURCH,

in aepeating thess worde many times en the
Fesnat of the Kpiphany, seemste give a new
anthorlty to this application ; and sheadds
the prophetioal words : “And the Gantilea
shall walk In Thy light, and kinga in the
brightnese of Tay rising.” If ln the Goepele
weo flad no mention of the rank ef the ¢“wiee
moan from the East,” it may be beoause all the
royalities of earth are as nothing in the pre-
sence of that new-bora Kiog ; and the most
powerful moznarchs etand before Himon a
level with $he humblest of His worshpers,

St, Leonays of the faith and devetien of
the Wise Men : ““When a etar had conductcd
them to adore Jesua, they did mnot fiud Him
exarcleing devile, or ralslng the dead, or re-
storioy alght to the blind or speech to'the
damb, bui a silent Babe undor tne care of a
soliciteus Mother, glving ne spign of power,
but e¢xblbitipg a miracle ef hamility.”
Where sheall wo find euch fate? ¢‘These
Gensiles,” saye S:, Aunstin of Hippe, “were
the first fruits of that Gentile Churoh el
which wo are the Ingathering, These Wise
Men found the young Ohild among theze that
denied Him ; they worshipped in the tiny
bedy that Ged whem, among great signs and
wonders, the Jews would not upare even a» a
man,” They became the first preachers of
Ohrist t2 the Gentlles, atter they had rsturn-
ed teo thelr own country, clroumventing
Herod lo his efferts te find Him that was
born

KING OF THE JEWS,

They scatterod the preclons seed of falth
tbrougheut thelr tribes and lands. Ip an
anolent commentary on St. Matthew we
read ;—*Among the works of St, Chrysostem
there I8 a record of the baptism of these hely
Kinga by St. Thomas,” and {t is sald they
weore martyrs for the Falth, Thefr bodles
were brought te Constantinople by 8t
Helenn ; thence they were oarrled to Milun,
and in the twelfth century translerred by the
Emperor Frederlok Barbarossa te Celogne,
where they now rest in tho cholr of the mag-
nificent Qathedral, within a rellquary rict
with gold, sllver, and preclous stonee, It is
a much frequentsd shrine, where pllgrims
oan, by aiking, obtaln billets which have
touched the relics of the three Kings. The
protection of the Wise Men is specially ln-
voked by travelers, also against disease and
sudden death.

Did space permit, we would gladly quote
here tha whole of a monat inspiriting bymn on
the * Thres Klnge,” by the salntly Father
Faber. It thrilla one’s soul In theee days of
weak falth to read it, but we muet content
curselves with giving only two of the twelve
jubilant atanzas of this glorlous canticle :—

Oh ! g%?jry be; to God on high for these Arabian
D

K8 i—
Theas miraclea of royal faith, with Eastern of-
feringa— .
For Gasper and for Melchior and Ealthasar,
who from far
Found Bé[ary out, and Jesus, by the shining of
a Star.

Let us make these Marbyrs, theo, these mon-
arche of the Eaat, .

Who are sitting now in heaven at their Saviour'a
endless feaat,

To geb us faith from
bright home, . .

And day and night o thank Him for the glori-
ous ¥aith of Rome !

Jeaus, and hereafter faith’s

———— At

A persen may eay I am net much cenoern-
ed how long I remain o Purgatery, provided
I may come to eternal Jife, Let no one reasen
thus. Purgatery fire will bs more dreadful
than whatever torments oan bo scen, Im-
agined or endured in thia world,—St, O.£sar
OF ARDES, o :

Mr, and Mrs, William O'Brien and John
Dillon are unable to secure passage 40 America
before October 1, They will aall an- that dste.
U’Brien told & gorregpondend at Dublin'thaf his
Amoerican programme ' waa not ‘yet arxanged.
Dillon: and - O'Brien "will npyieu- -togethar: ab
some of the meetings and singl ‘

CATHOLIC CULLINGS.

P e ———

Gems ¢of Thought From Holy Men Past and
Present, .

Cne single day in that place of explation
may be compared to & thouzand days or
the severest punishment op earth,—S§,
Augnatine, )

The least paln we may have to suffer in
Purgatory Is much greater than any palos
we can imagine az possible In thiz werld,—
St. Anselm,

Creatures cannet trauble the traly humble
man ; be abases himself to auch an extent
that nothing oan reach him.—B, BarTHOLO-
MEW OF MARTYRS,

He who would be a disclple of Jeans Ohrlet
must live In autfering ; for, *' the mervant is
net greater than the Maater,’—(St. Jobn
xili.—~VExN, JouN TAULER,

It 1a the solt speech that turneth away
wrath ; and the wite worda we are mest eager
to hear and the rdvice we are meat apt to
heed are spoken with gentle velces,

There s no remedy more powerfal in pene-
tratiog the powors of thesoul and all parta of
the body, for curing, purifying, and renew-
ing all, than communicn —8¢. Cypriar,

Rellaot on the perfeotion of the lives of the
Saints, en the excellence of thelr virtuss, and
thaea shalt blus st the fmperfection and lan.
guar of thy life and works,—ST, VINCENT
FERRER, :

To be cortent with what we have is the
real socret of bapplocsa, Thne real peeds of
humsanity are compuratively few, but the ar-
tiicial and conveuntional are illlmitable and
ineatiable,

Qompared t» the riches ard splendor of a
just eoul, all wordly henors, natural gracesr,
and acquired gifve are only {mperfections,
darkneos, misery and defurmity,— VExN, Lovis
oF GREXADA,

The Blesaed Sacrament in the presence
which makes a Oathellc charca diffsrent
trom every other place In the world, which
mekes it, as ne other place can be boly.—
Cardinal Newman.

In reculilng to mind the iife and actions of
the Sainiy, walk in tiolr feotuteps, as rnach
as posuible, und be humble thysslf, if thou
oanot not ritain to thelr perfectien.—Sz,
TaomMAS AQUINAS.

All tae little vexailons ef lifa Lave thelr
asa ag o part of ear moral dlscipline, They
affort the best trisl of churaoter. Many a
man who could bow with resigoatlen if told
that he wae to die, Is thrown off hls guard
and oat of Yemper by tae tlightest opposisien
to hils opinien of his prejects.

Some are blessed with the good things of
thia world that they might exarcise toward
their less favonred brethren the virtues eof
charity, benevelenos and generosity, Olhers
are poor that they might practioe tha virtues
of patience and gratitude to thelr bunefactors.
And thne the stream of soclal virtnes Ia con-
tinually kept In motlen,

Great harm has been dene to the pregress
of true Christianity by blind leaders of the
blind, misreprasenting God's deallogs with
his creatures, Events have always shown
the abeurditien of these who attribute to Ged
the charactristios of an emnipetont tyrant
dlspensing fuvour In an arbiteary way with-
ont regard to personal merit,

To udvance mere and more fo tha virtue of
humility and fomitiarize yourself with humil-
latlens, 1t weuld be very useful to repressnt
to yeursel! frequently some affront or ankind-
nosa that may have been effered to you, and
thon, deapite the repagnance of nature, to
naooept of 1t Interlorly as sent by your Divine
Liord as & speclal pledge of his love,

Sanctity loves to hide lteelf, and although
God sometimes brings !t ont into olear rollef
almost In apite of 1t3 own relucisnoy, yet He
more eftan allowa It to follow its own Inatlact
ripen itsolf In the shade, Indeed, as far as
man s concerned, but in the brilliant sun-
light of His leve who loves the meek and
bumble of heart, and who exaltsthoss of low
degree.

Satan knows well that if oan seperate
roliglon from instruction, he has out threugh
the rogts ef the Christian olvilization of the
world, Far that reason all the art all the
wiles, all the frauds, all tho false pelitics of
this day, are directed te what In called
seonlsr education, natlonal eduoatien, im-
porlal ednoatlen—anything you like, enly
not Christian educatien,

Each century calls for its type of Christian
perfoction. At one time it was martyrdem ;
at another it wans the humillty ef the claater.
To-day we need the OChristian genilsmen
and the Ohristian oltizen. - An heneat ballet
and soclal decorum amoog Catholios wil2 do
mere for God’s glory and the alvation ef
souls than midnlght fiagellation, or Compen-
tellen pilgrimages.—Archbishop Ireland.

The widew's cako and the widew’s mite,
and the oup of cold water, and the splees
that wero beught ; but never nesded, fer
Jeeun waa already rieen ; and every kind
werd, and gentle tons, and loving watohful-
neas In little things, by which the hamblest
snd most homely lifa is turned to gold, and
fransfignred in- seoret before God and the
Guardian Angels ; all these  shall have &
meesure of blise and glory which the werld
cannot concelve, bsoause It smeeth not the
Hely Ghont, nelther knoweth Him,

The . fsllowlng 1lnes- written by Mary
Howltt aftar her reception Into the Chureh—
and probably the Iast that she ever wrets,
for she dled not long atterward—preve that-
she entered the feld as a true penitent: -
Grant we, dear Lord, for my life’s term I pray,.
A threefold grace to sanctify each day : S

Grace 8o to guide and to control my songa 6 -
Thab none by it may be misled or stung; : .

Crnnn b doboct o .‘..-f-.".“ m;vomiymm
‘worrying Martha-oares

Grace in adoring lova to:bak

TavoleRy

Like Mary, moek and allgat, I




