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. THE AGGREGATE MEETING.

"'The aggregate meeting of the Catholies of Ire-
Iand; convened to petition and-protest against the in-
sulting measures introduced - into the legislature with

respect to Catholic convents, took place on Monday {

'the ‘15th ult., in the Rotundo, Dublin. As an'ener-
‘zetic and manly declaration of Catholic .feeling and
“Catholic determination, it was in numbers, spirit, and
the tone which pervaded it, all that'could be desired.
. The requisition on which it was convened was not se-
cond to any that ever preceded it in this country for
--the -number, influence, and position of those whose
signatures it bore. It was signed by thirty-one Pre-
lates, ten peers, and sons of neers, thirty-four mem-
‘bers of parliament, by the Catholic Clergy through-
.out the country, and by hundreds of . thousands of
laymen of every class. : I v

The meeting was called for twelve o’clock, but
long before that hour large numbers of persons had
collected about the Rotundo and the neighborhood.
Immediately after the doors were thrown open, the
spacious Round Room became densely thronged in
‘every part,and after it was filled to its utmost extent,
.the approaches to it and the space about the doors of
the building continued to be occupied till the close of
the proceedings by immense crowds, for whem there
‘was no room inside. The spacious platform and re-
served seats were crowded by influential Clergymen
‘and laymen from every part of the country ; the pro-
'fessional, mercantile, trading, and every other class
in" the community were well and numerously repre-
sented. - , :

A large number of ladies occupied places in the
reserved seats, and evinced the natural interest they
felt in a meeting assembled to protest agamst the at-
‘tempt to subject to indignity and insult perhaps many
of their friends and relatives, whohave devoted them-
selves to a life.of charity and good works. If the
fanatics, whose bigoted proceedings: have elicited this
expression of Catholic feeling, witnessed the spirit
which animated the thousands who attended the meét-
ing, théy wust have been taught that the people of
this country are firmly resolved, as one man, not to
submit to any infraction of the rights of conscience,
more . especially when the persecution is directed
against the sanctified Jadies whose services in the
‘eause of religion and charity shonld have shielded
them from such base and upmanly attacks.

Tn consequence of a resolution which was adopted
by the * Protestant Association,” stating that mem-
bers of that body would attend that meeting, or pre~
sent themselves. for admission, in order to ¢ protest”
_against it, or, in other words, to create a disturb-
ance, parties of police were stationed in the neigh-
‘borhood of the Rotundo to preserve the peace, if ne~
eessary. But the valiant members of the Protestant
"Association thought better of it,and did not venture
‘to carry out their boasted resolution to present them-
selves at the meeting or disturb its proceedings. It
‘must be admitted that they acted the wiser part, for
the people were not in a temper to tolerate any such
attempt. : o .

At half-past twelve o’clock, on the motion of the
‘Hon. Thomas Preston, seconded by John Lentaigne,
Tsq., the chair was taken, amid loud cheering, by
the Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor of Dublin.

Richard Deasy, Q.C., Mr. James Burke, and Mr.
Myles O'Reilly, were appointed honorary sccretaries
to the meeting. : . '

Mr. - James Burke read the requisitioe, which he
said was signed by thirty-one Archbishops and Bi-
shops, ten peers and sons of peers, thirty-four mem-
bers of parliament, and a very:large number of the
Second Order of Clergy; and mgre than 100,000 of
the laity. .

“Several Prelates sent letters’ of apology for their

non-attendance, .being engaged at the Synod of|.

Drogheda, - Their letters were read. -

“Letters " of apology were. also read from Mr. D.
O'Connell, M.P. ;- Mr. W, H. F. Cogan, M.P.;
Mr. J. Bali, M.P.;:Mr. V. Scully, M.P., &e.

" Mr. Burke then anniounced the receipt of a_peti-
"tion from Belfast against -Mr. Chambers’s bill, signed
by 4,700 persons. (Cheers.) ... .~

-+ The Hon: Thomas Preston proposed the first re-
solution.~ ‘He ‘said—My Liord Mayor and gentlemen,
‘this ‘appears to"me to be a most extraordinary " time.
for people to choose.to bring “forward, this persecut-
‘ing. measure against the Catholics of these countries
~“=a timé:when good.feeling.ought pecaliarly to exist
Jetween Catholic and:;Protestant—(cheers)~—a:tine:
/' ;when we:haye. already:entered - into 'war’ with ‘one: of
‘the - greatest -powers'
ne’ would imagine'su

Ys.

{foll equality "withi " onr . fell
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" «That we desire to testify our deep and grateful
veneration for the members of our Religious Orders,
and our unanimous resblve fo defend them with all cur
power against the unprovoked aggression of the ene-
mies of our faith.”? . el ‘
Mr. M. O'Reilly seconded the resolution, He
said be felt confident that it was' the answer—ecom-
plete and entire—to the attempted legislation against
them. (Hear, hear.)’ That "attempted legislation
had been introduced by those who were strangers and
aliens to them-—(hear, hear)—aliens in blood, in feel-
ings, in religion, and he believed in the common feel-
ings of gentlemen and honestmen. (Hear.) The pre-.
text for this legislation was justice, and called for
interferenge ; but even Mr. Chambers himself—

(bisses)—in his opening -speech, began by avowing |

his uncompromosing and unreasoning Lostility to their
whole fzith and to every one of their institutions. His
summing up was, that in Protestant England they
would seelc to exterminate Catholicism ; that was
Chambers’s true object, and-he for one was glad it
had been avowed. (Cleers.) But in England, and
wherever the free instilutions of those countries ex-
isted, even a'prisoner who was put on his trial was,
by the ancient laws of England, tried by those who
knew him best, and when the accused was asked by
whom he would be tried, his answer was—“ By God
and my country,” and then the officer of the court,
turning round to the jury, said—¢ And that country,
gentlemen, you are.” (Cheers.) And,in like man-

.ner, so he would then say—the appeal of the Religi-

ous was to the country who knew them—(loud cheers)
—and that great meeting was there that day as that

' country to give that answer and that verdict.(Cheers.)

He needed not to urge on that meeting the evidence ;
it rested with themselves. (Loud cheers.). They
who had seen those ladies ministering to the poor, the
sick, and the afflicted—teaching the young, reforming
the fallen, watching by the bedside of- sickness,
smoothing the passage of the soul from this world to.
another and a” brighter sphere, #where the wicked
cease from troubling and the weary are at rest”—
(cheers)—they would urge the best evidence, and to
them the Religious appealed to testify their deep and
grateful vederation for those services. (Cheers.) It
had been said, indeed, that if there were ndt some-
thing wrong, why not fling open the monasteries and
convents to this inquiry?  His answer was, that such
inquiry was an insult and a wrong. (Loud cheers.)
He believed that the. great mass of- the people of
England, if they were excited against the Religious,
were 50 from ignorance—the leaders, indeed, were
not in ignorance—they were malicious. He well
knew thatin the few towns in Iingland where the
Religious were settled, and their good works and
benevdlent acts known, a strong feeling was begin-
ning to prevail in their favor—in fact they only re-
quired to be known in order to be beloved and re-
spected. It only required that the principles of true
piety and charity whicl marked the lives of the Re-
ligious should be known to secure for them respect
and protection.  But now from the other side of the
Channel these devoted beings looked to the people
of Ireland for that protection and defence which they

Dad accorded to them for tenturies, and they should

not look in vain. (Cheers.) He could speak of the
many virlues which distinguished our Religious, but
all he could say would not feebly do - justice to their
lives and actions. (Cheers.) Tt was once said of a
celebrated hero that “ to know him was to ‘praise.
him.” Now he (Mr. O’Reilly) could say of those
pious ladies, that to know them was tolove and res-
pect them. (Loud cheers.) - . :

"The resolution was put from the thair, and carried
with acclamation, .

Mr. Penthony O'Kelly proposed the next resolu-
tion. He considered that every man, no matter how
bumble his” position or abilities, or how retiring his
habits, was bound to come forward on such an occa-
‘éion as this, and to declure’ that neitber he nor his
fellow-countrymen would put up with the insnlting
and base measure now attempted to be'inflicted on a
pious and amiable section .of the community, and
through them upon the entire” Catholic people—(loud

cheers)—yes, and to assert at: the same time that |

.whilst they (the. Catholic people) contended that their
religious feelings: should be -respected,: they -only:
‘sought that which they were willing and prepared to
concede to others, and to' ail thieir fellow-subjects;
and that whilst they were ready to' fight in' defence

‘of England’s houor, to shed their blood before Odessa.
‘or. Cronstradt, as they had done before at. Waterloo,

hey still proclaimed.that they possessed the right to

| expect: that:their ;dearest-and most: sacred religious’
| feelings:should not be trampled-upon. . (Loud cheer-.
{ing.)-* He would -vead the:resolution; which ‘was—
| «That claiming, a» rights which we can'never com-
com) '_lélé"religfbll‘;é.'f;@eqom‘ and |.

piomise qr abandorn,
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under: the false; pretenc
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liberty, aima,a't destroying the most sacred institutiong

of our Church and people.” .

_ Mr. Michael Dunne; M.P., seconded the resolu-
tion. . . . " ;;j;"".-
~The resolution was put from the chair and carried
amidst repeated cheering. BT

Mr. Christopher Fitzsimon came forward anjidst

RN

‘cheering to propose the next resolution, which was—

¢“That there is no justification in proof or fact for

|1egislative inquiry into the condition of our convents,

and that we indignantly repudiate the proposal for that
purpose made in  parliament, under the pretence of
vindicating the personal liberty of the inmates, which
has never been restrained, and ot which we are the
natural protectors.”’

. Mr. " W. Gernon, barrister, supported the resolu-
tion in a speech of some length. -

The resolution was then put
carried, . : ,

The Rev. Dr. Marshall, on cominp, forward to
move the next resolution was received with the most
enthusiastic demonstrations of applause, the “whole
neeting rising en masse, and cheering for several
minutes. The Rev. gentleman said—My Lord
Mayor and gentlemen, I have most humbly and hearti-
ly to thank you for those clieers. They may not lead
to my attainment of the virtue of humility ; they
shall, however, _encourage me in the continnance of
the efforts that T have made to deserve the popularity

from the chair and

-with which you bave greeted me (cleers.) With

your kind permission I will speak a few short words
in proposing for your consideration and adoption the
resolution which I hold in my hands. I will be brief,
for T am afflicted with a sore throat, and people have
not added to my patience by telling me that the name
of that peculiar affection is called ‘a Parson’s sore
throat—(laughter and cheers.) Tn endeavoring to
be brief T will also attempt to'be calm and temperate
—(biear, hear)—and in doing that T assure you I have
to make an effort—(loud’ ckeers.) My hot English
'blood boils a little too fast for the temperature of
this country. It is necessary in these times, I am
continually told, to be more moderate, and more

mild, and more gentle, if T am to act in unison with-

the leaders of the present times—(laughter and
cheers.) There is another reason, for though it is
a step towards perfection to bear an injury with
meekness, and not to resent a blow, there are some
circumstances in the matter that have assembled us
here to-day which will enable us to consider it under
another point of view. If I were struck I would en:
deavor to bear it—I would endeavor to forget and
forgive the injury—1I would esteem it 2 duty to do so,
and if I happily succeeded T should know that I should
receive - the esteem of all good and honcrable men
—(cheers.) Yes; strike me, and I will do that—
but, strike'a woman —(loud cheers.) Strike a wo-
man—insult her purity—bring the blush to her cheek
—and by the God who made me I would resent that
injury. (Tremendous applause.) And thatis the
state of the case at the present time. These strong,
and mighty, and valorous champions of their so-called
faith makes war always on the weak. A few years
ago they assailed, as the object of their wrath, meek,
mild, and venerable old men; and, beaten and. de-
feated there by your spirit, your union, and your no-
ble combination, they now return to their attack, and
take the purest, gentlest of our daughters to hold
them up to ridicule and scorn. (Great groaning.)—
It is hard to account for it, and but that we are told
by the Divine Founder of our holy religion that we
must expect persecution—and had not the history .of
the entire Church proved that these words were not
intended to apply only to the Apostles, but to the end
of time—it would be indeed dificult tounderstand it.
It is from the enemy of Almighty God—from -the
enemy of the souls of nen—that doughty enemy.of
our faith and religion, who has never ceased to per-
secute our holy religion, and to frighten its professors
from tleir attachment to its. creed. (Loud cheers.).
But are. we going to let them ? (Tremendous cheer-
ing.) If they have singled out our Nuns—and:who
is there that knows those Nuns. that does not revere.
them—swho is there who has seen the very meanest
of their.works of mercy and. charity, who would.not
esteem it an honor to come forward in their defence
when they. are attacked?.(Cheers,) They have been'
the lustre of .the Catholic religion, and . more , espe-
cially in this country, where St. Patrick taught,.the
Faith. .. (Cheers.) This day-is a festival (St. Dymp:
na) in.Christ’s Church of one who was. martyred by
her royal father-because:she.clung toherivirgin vows,
This very, day. the whole Church-is reminded of;the
double crown she has received by. the blood she;shed
in keeping those vows ;.and at the Holy Sacrifice. of
the Mass'this morning, as I thought of that, I ‘asked
of God the fivo

‘priety: of thus begetting

1" The Rev. Mr,Marshal!
{order; I:shall submit
it The%LQﬂ_l};Méjb;‘,—i

how, in spite of ‘every effort to ruin and destroy you,

| God has still poured down His choicest blessings- on

this country—I have seen the deep attachment of the
people to their faith; I have seen the zealous labors

of your Clergy, and T bave rejoiced in the honor of

being admitted to their sacred ranks, (Iear, hear.)
There is scarcely a convent where Ibave not offered
up the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass; and I do not he-

sitate to say that if your people are good, and your

Clergy excellent, your Nuns are perfect. (Hear,
hear, and loud cheering.) It is because of their per-

fection—it is because of the services they render fo-
religion—the' care they take of little children in
keeping the lamb from the wolf that is thirsting for

their blood—[clieers]—it is because they carc the

sick and tender, and enable them to resist those in-
famous apostles of the Devil—[cheers]—who go
about—now that the cannon and bayonet have failed
—with the soup-tub and the meal-bag in their plase
[laughter and cheers]—yes; it is because of their -

virtues, because of their purity, that obscene men
now calumniate them. [Cheers.] Tt is because of
their strong attachment to religion, that our enemies
are combining together to make an effort to frighten
those holy children of the Cross from us.” [Liouwd
cheers.] We may imagine that the danger is past,

seeing that a large number of members of parliament

sat a little too long after dinner on a certain occasion,
and the house was counted out when the measure of
Mz, Chambers—L hisses]—was to be brought forward,
that our Nuns will remain safe—we may imagine tlat
because one who is known ‘to be the siworn enemy:of
our holy religion, who made an effort to persecute us
in times past, who is now in the councils of her Ma-~

Jjesty—I mean Lord John Russell—[hisses]—we miiy
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imagine that because Lord John Kussell may have

given ahint toa certain briefless barrister, that it
was a little out of time and season (hat this measure
should be brought forward, now that the country is

at war-—we may imagine that because a hint was’

dropped from the imperial lips of Louis Napoleon—
[loud cheers]—that the allies of that sceptre and
that nation had sufficient influence to keep off for :a
time the threatened danger—[loud cheers]—but _Jet
me remind you that this time last year we made the

self-same work, We had a meeting; and we went .

forth with a magnanimous resolution that we would
defend the Nuns from injury. The danger disappear-
ed,and we began to say—' Why are we so angry
and so excited 2—our Nuns are safe, after all.” But
the danger hias come round again. The enemy hss
returned. There is danger now, not that T believe

Mr. Chambers might get bis committee, or Mr. .

Whiteside pass his bill. [Hisses,] That danger
may pass by—that shell may burst before it reaches
its intended mark—that partial and temporary hazard
may pass away—but the bitterness, the rancor which
bas been stirred up against the Catholic people by
designing men for the purpose.of gaining a base po-
pularity amongst the bigoted and ignorant of their
counirymen, throngh the medium of ministering to
that ignorance and bigotry, that rancorous spirit will
still remain, and it must be ‘met manfully, and with
spirit and determination, on the part of the Catholie
people. [Loud cheers.] I have said that danger
now exists, and I will prove how. [Hear, heat.]—
I'am aot given to blushing. T cannot callup the de-
licate tinge coming under that name to my cheek—

[bear, hear]—but I feel that I ought to blush . for -

my countrymen, the English, when T see them im-
bued with such deadly enmity towards the Cathalic
people and Clergy. But it is not altogether amongst
the people of England- that the danger lies. It was.
to be looked f(or in higher quarters, [Hear; hear.]
The danger is to be apprehended -from the crown
itself. [Loud cries of « Hear.”] I liold in my hand

a report which has been published in the newspapers

of proceedings at a dinner given in London, on - anr
occasion which was dignified by the title-of * The
festival of the sons of the Clergy.” [Laughter and

hisses.]. The sons of the Clergy ! Well, I suppose

I need not tell you that it-is not the Catholic Clergy
which is here meant. [Cheers and laughter.]. There
were at that.dinner or festival present a number’ of
Archbishops, and their wives. [Loud.laughter.]—

N

There was the Most Reverend Doctor This, and'the .

Venerable Mrs. So-and-so—[roars. of laughter]—
and the principal:guest;of the evening, and who;seems -
to have made the speech of the night, was his Royal =
‘Highness Prince. Albert. - [Groans and hisses.]: :© -

. - The Lord:Mayor. here rose andsinterposed. His -
lordship ' said—Really I cannot:sée'the use of: these © -

allusions to Prince A

Ibert s either: do'T:see the pro-
feelings'of angry excitenien

[Cries of «Read, and' cheers:for Dr.'Marshallt]
—If T'am declared-out’

suyedito’s




