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grounds: * Whereas thero is a growing ten-
dency, of which many of the churches recently
built afford evidence, to dopart from the arrange-
ments hitherto eharactoratic of the Church of
Scotland, and most suitable for her simplo woz-
ship—the pulpii being now frequently placed in
a corner instend of in & central position, und the
Cowmmupion table in a chancel 28 remole 18
possible from the people—thereby aftsrding
faciliries for a stylo of worshp, and favouring a
type of teaching, foreign to tha Protestant and
Preshyterian character of the Church of Scot-
1snd as by law established.

THE CHURCH AS THE WITNESS TO
THE RESURRECTION & PREACHER
OF THE RISEN LILFE,

From o SeexoN A Crerus By Rev, Mg,
HARTLEY.

“ Aad with great power gave the Apostles witness
of the Resurrectionr of the Lord Jesus,”—Acts iv:
33, '

The grand function and ever pressing duly
of the Church to those who are still unbelievers,
iz the preaching of the Resurrection of Christ
in allits power and with all its concomitunc
facts and deductions,

I hold the doctrino of the Resurrcetion to be
ahove every other iu iniportance and the one
doctribe of our religion, rather than any other,
which tho disciples of Christ werc commission-
ed to promulgate,

Such o statemont may seem Lrite, and the de.
claration that for ages ihe Church has been
preaching a secondary truth may appear start-

ling ; nevortheless I holiove, from Scripture and
from history, both can be shown to be irue,

When Jesus sent out the twelve and aftor-
ward the seventy dixciples it was not for the
purpose of repoating tho old Jowish truditions,
but to proach the new life of the kingdom of
God, The gospel of Christ was somotbing new
in the world ; not because it contained maxims
which bad nezer been heard before. (We can
all admit that many of the inetructions given
by the Master were vory old when he appeared
among mon, Without in tho least lowering the
character of Lhe glad tidiugs of the kingdom.)
It was new in that it bad brought life and im-
mortality to light, of which the world had but
the faintest dream.vision before the Saviour
came, Life from him roceived a now 1utorpre-
tation and immortality a now significance, for
Jesus proclaimed the life of God in the soul of
man in Buh & now way that some excluimed,
* Nover man spako like this man,” while others
testified, *“Ho spake as ono having aunthorily
and not as the scribes.”

When Christ said to Martha, 7 am the res-
urrection and the life,” he stated the grand,
contral fact of his voligion. IDe was thero, and
then, the Spiritual Resurrection and rogencra-
tion of mankind, He was tho light and life of
men, and those who accepted him, lived on and
by him, eating his flesh and drinking his blood
in the truest senso, while they wondered at tho
gracious words which proceeded out of his
mouth, The words that he =pake and the acts
which he performed were, according to his own
declaration, “Spirit and life,” (John :63),
These are the principles that luast; all other
things perish.

Of all the truths revealed to us in nature and
in God’s written word there is no one equal to
this ““ Jesus, the Resurrection and the Into,” It
is the Epiphany of the Son of wod, Itis the
greatest tonetof the Christian creed and the
sublimest fact mankind has ever heard,

Theology, morality and practical ethics go to
make up our religivus system and we find the
same constituents in all the other religions sys-
toms of the human race, We are told by some
that our sacred writings are simply compila-
tions of ancient teachings ; what of that ? Some
hold that those wonderfilly beautiful expres-
sions in the ¥ Sermon on the Mount” were heard
ages before Christ came to earth ; what of that ?
What though the old philosophers did dream of
the possibility of a fulure existonce? In the
words of the Gospel wa have an express de.
claration of the trutb, the like of which, 1n its
fulness and power, no one of the ancient seers,
in the wildest flizhts of his speculations, ever
thought of; it is, Jesus the Resurrection and the
life of men, now and here, This is the koynote
of color in God’s groat picture of salvation, and
the note of principality in the grand anthem of
God's redcomed children,

For ages moen have been drawing a line
through the center ot life, preaching about the
present, and the future as two distines exist-
onces, insteud of simply two phases of the one
being, while the declaration of Christ is, ‘° ke
that liveth and believeth in me shall never die"
Life is one, und life in Josus Christ is eternal
from the moement of that epiritual resurree-
1ion which is brought about by belicving in
him,

Wbor a2 man goes from this country to
Europo he may put on new clothes and spend
his time in an entirely difforent manner from
his ordinary ones. He would live under diffor-
ent conditions and in the midst of other circum-
etances, but he would be the same man, with
tho very same life. This illustrates the kind of
Rusurreetion life the Saviour and his disciples
preached about. Not u spirituul existence
apart from the body, but the material, temporal
being salurated with tho spirit of truth, love
and holiness—the lifo of heaven and earth—the
Christ life continuously manifested by those
who have risen with him, What this hard,
cold world needs every dav and every hour is
to have something of the living Christ put into
it, which is not a formal act of (eligiousness, but
an exemplification of that true religion which
consista in going about doing good in Christ's
narae and for His sake.

The passage of Scripture which 1 am now
speaking uboutl was an ussoertion on Christs
purt which a critical age required to be verified,
This Jesus couid not do by his teaching, nor
yot by working miraclos upon others. He did
prove tho assertion true, however by the groat.
est miraclo this world bas ever kuown, namely,
the raising of himself from the dead by his own
power. Tnis 15 the miracle of history which
complotely overthrows the position on which
modern rulionalism rests,

The shurpest discussions between rationalism
and Christianity have been in reference to this
point; still, the Resurrection of Christ romains
the most fundamental and decisive factin all
history, a8 it i ulso the most important article
of that * good news’ which the Saviour com-
missioned his disciples to preach to every crea-
turo. The joy of the Gospel, the hope of the
Gospel, and bho blossed assurances of the Gos-
pel are all bound upin the fact of the Resurrec-
tion,

Cbrist's Resurrection is the demonstration of
the truth of all the rest of his tesching and con-
duct, and the proaching of this truth with its
attondant facts ought to be the object and end of
tho Chureh's life and constant endoavor,

We are Lold that the Resurrection Gospel
comes out of the Geod Friduy Gospel, which is
truo; but the Friday cireumstances, with all
that had gono before in the Musters life of
touching, working, sorrowing and saffering,
formed only the background und setting for the °
new and grester fact of the Resurrection; the
former is nothing without the latter.

Lo spite of their original doubts and fears all

the disciples became unalterably convinced of
the truth of Christ's rising from the dead ; con-
sequently they went everywhere testifying to
that fact; aad so we Jearn that from the day of
Pentecost to the close of the second century
little else was heard beside the marvelous dec-
laration, “ The Lnrd is risen,” and the exharta-
tion was, “Ifiye then be risen with Christ, scok
those things which are above.”” (Col. 3:1), The
words of Jesus to the man who, when called,
desired to go and bury his fatber, seem Lo have
rung in the ears of all the disciples, “ Let the
dead bury their dead; but go thou and preach .
the kingdom of God. (Luke 9-60). So it is re-
corded in the fifth chapter of the Acts that the
apostles “daily in the temple, and in -every
bouse, they ceased not to teach and preach Je-
sus Christ,”—not dead but alive. St. Peter,
speaking to Cornelius of the Resurrection of
Josus, snid, ** And he commanded us to preach
unto the people, and to testify that itis He which
was ordatned of God to be the judge of quick and
dead.”

We also find in Lhis bonk and in the Epistles
such direct tegtimony tc the fact of the Resur-
roction being the great subject of the eurly
Christian preaching. that we do not wonder at
the marvelous growth ofthe Church during the
first hundred years, nor at the statement made
by the Jows of Thessalonica, that the apostles
hud turnod the world upside down by such ut-
terancoes,

St Panl was called u “* babbler,” and was re.

.jected by the Atheniuns bccanse he preached

** Jesus and the Rosurreciion,” (Acts 17:18), In
writing to the Romans, the same apostle says,
“ Jesus was raised aeain tor our justification,”
(Rom. £:23). St Peter in his first Epistle, said,
* Buptism suves us by the Resurrection.” (3:21),
And that we are begotten again unato the living
hope by tue Rusurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dJdead, unto an inheritance incorruptlible,”
(1 Peter 1:3). From these and many similar
passages, it is plainly seen that justificution,
sanclification and eternal redemption are all
made to depend upon the power of Christ's Res-
urrection. Of course without the dying thore
could be no rising again; but the point is this,
that the eurly disciples made little of the death
of Christ and a great deal of his Resurrection.

There is one romark of St. Pav]'s which has
been hurped upon by all branches of the Chris-
tian Uhurch for ages, and which seems to mili.
tate agninst what I have been saying, It is
found in 1 Cor, 1:23: *- We proach Christ cru-
cified,” These words huve been and are now
taken to characterize that Gospel which the
aposlle everywhere declured, whereas they
simply form that part of the argument in tho .
lotter, Think of what the writer suys about
the “ wisdom of words,” then substitute the
name Messiah for Christ and see the force of tho
expression, A crucified Messiah could not be
anything but a stumbling block to the Jow, and
a dead man procluimed as the King and Saviour
of humanity nothing but foolishvess to the
philosophic Greek; yet notwithstanding all that,
St. Puul says, we continue to proach this same
Jesus who was crucified for you, but who is the
powor of God uato salvation, of body as well ag
of soul, through this Resurrection ; and while
the Greek muy laugh and the Je v scoff, this is
nevertheloss tbe truth and the wisdom of God
which is better and stronger than any of man’s
philosophy. That glorions passage near the
close of the first letter to Corinth is the grand
climux of the reasoning and shows us what the
author vonsidored tne true subjsct of preaching;
it is this: -If Christ hath oot been raised,
then is our preaching vain, your fuith is vain;
ye are yot iu your «ius, unil we ure found false
witnesses of Gud. But wow hath Cacist been
rused from the dead?’ 1Cor. 15:14. So'in
writing to Timothy he charges him to teach the
same truth “according to my Gospel!” he says.
2 Tim, 28, You will also romember that



