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the Virgin and Child, and bencath extends a
curions old crypt.

But it is not so much the church which ar-
rets the attention of the curions as a hugo
marble mask standing on the left-hand side on
entering the portico, commonly knowni as la
bocca della Verita (the nouith of Truth.) It
consists of a cracked circular dise five feet in
diameter, in the centre of which the features of
a giganlic humait countenance are traccd in
bold relief, with open nouth, closely resembling
those grotesque representations of a full moont's
face. so familiar in .he nursery picture-books of
our childbood's days; from under the thiclly
curling hair on the foreiiead project what seem
to b two "laws of a crab or eray-fish,-accord-
ing to others, they are two ram's iorins; but the
marble is now so worn and discoloured by Lime
that it is not easy to decida what the originals
represented. On cither Fide the holes through
which nails passed to fasten it il its former
position are still clearly discernible; previous
te 1632 it stood exposed to wind and weathcr,
against the outer facade of' te churci..
• Many and varied are the conjectures as to the
use of this effigy ; was it origin:ly intended to
portray the Ocean, or a m:ine divinity, wvhieh
would bear out the theory of the claws bcing
those of a crustae;aan ? was it a recei):tclo for
the rain ftiniug through an aperture in the roof
of somo temple (like in the Pantheion) ? vas it
the sluice of a fount:dn, or one of the dises set
in lte pavemenitof public tboroightres tocarry
off the overflow of gutters:id fountains in rainy
weather, or was it merely the ornanentaI mouth
of a drain ? Anyhow, from time immomorial
the Roman populace Iooked upon it as a test-
stone of truthb, befbre wit ch those aceinsed of
perjury or of bearing faIso witness were brought
for judgment by placing their right, hand in the
open mouth; it was believed, lad they fore-
sworn themselves, that the huge jîlws wouaIld
close, and prevent the hand from being wiih-
drawn,-were they on the contrary the vie-
tims of false accusation, no htrn woild betill
them ; an epigraph foutd near this spot in lt >2
establishes this fact.

(To be continued.)

PROGRESS IN CHURCI WOIRK.

A recent number of the Guardian (London,
Eng.,) bas given a very full labulation of the
information given in the now volume of tlie Of-
ficial Year Book of the Church of Engtînd.
Exhaustive forins of enquiry wcre sent to the

incumbents throughoutt the land thirough the

Rural Deans at the request of Lte Biis 0ops, call-
ing for particulars as to the work of lte Ecclesi-
astical year 1892-1893, or the Civil year. 1892.
Returns were received from 12,875 incutinbents,
boing about 95 per cent, of the wiole iluber,
whereas for the previous similar tweve montths
they were obtainied fron oUnly 12,20q incum-
beuts, boing about 190 per cent. of the whole
number. To effect a just comparison betLween
the total returns made for the later period, and
those for the earlier one, it is necessary te bear
in mind this wider area ofretuirnts, and, for the
purposes of exau t comparison, it would be neces-
sary further to know whether the increase of
returns comes from the snaller or the larger
piarishes. On this point we bave no informa-
lion, and we therefore cannot do botter tian
rýuppose that the parishes vhich have now made
these returns for the first time are, on the av-
erage, of similar importance to Ltose from
which returns have been obtained for botlh
periods. To render the coiparison effective we
hava added five per cent. to the figures given
for tho earlier twelve months belore coitLrtting
them with the figures actualiy obtained for the
twlve months under revi.w; the results are in-
leresting and in soma cases instrueive.

The increase in the general work of the cler-

gy is shown by the fitet that the number of
baptisms bas risen to 515,354, showing a nett
increase of 2½ por cent., while tho number of
communicants bas risen to 1,607,930, showing
an increase of 6 per cent. The accommodation
in parish churches and chapels of-ease is now
1,421,961 appropriated sittings, and 4,334,926
free sittings, showing a decrease of 3 per cent.
in the appropriated, and an increase of 4- per
cent. in the free sittings. The old system is
losing ground, the new method is advancing;
this grttifying fact is aun evidenco of the signs
of the times, and that the efforts of thovarious
socielies which advocate the cause of froc and
open churches have borne fruit. To the free
accommodations we must add 737,471 freo ait-
tings now given in mission roons and similar
btildings. showing at inîcrease of no loss than
10 per cent. The total accommodation for
Church worship is now 0,494,358 sittings in
Englaid and Wales, or about 22ý per cent. of
the population; 3,16U chitrches are now open
for daily prayer, and 4,679 are open for private
prayer, showing an intcrcase of 4 per cent. and
5 per cent. respectively. Another gratifying
proof of the increase of voluntary church work
is given by the fact that the number of paid
choristers is stationary, while there are ntow
259,059 unpaid choristers, at increase of 7 per
cent.

The aspect of the financial work of the Church
is less satisfactory, and this is perbaps due to
the g-radual si rintkatge of income during the last
few years in all classes of the population. Cieri-
ei incoines arise, in great measure, from titho,
from eindownents, and from the E'cclesiastical
Coimmissioners ; the portion arising from pow
rents was £215,232, showing a decrease of 2 por
ccnt., while the proportion of offertories allo-
cated to this object was only £114,513, a de-
crcase of' 2 per cent. It is elear that the duty
of the laity to maintain their clergy is not yet
recognized as widely as il should be, in view of
the faet that the total of clerical incomes shows
a decrease of 1½ per cent., while in many cases
in both town anid count try they are lIameItably
siamil. The total voluntary offering, to the
Church is stated in the Official Year-Book as
£5,401,82, which is abolit on a par with that
of the pi'ceding year ; the proportion spent on
fabis hais dimtinished, white in generai work

thure las beit ai inlcrease, especially in the
provision made for lay-helpers and Church ex-
penses ; the new endowntents to benefices have
doubled.

Oin the wvhole there is no ground for dissatis-
faction with either the work of the Church or
the lines oit whicli effort is now mainly concon-
trated ; but there is abundant grouitd for cou-
tinued liberality and self-sacrifice on the partof
utn Curchmtn..--Mont/dy Paper of the Open
Church Association.

A KEY TO UNDERSTAND MYSTERIES.

The mind of' a pions workman, named
Thierney, was much occupied with the ways
of God, which appeared te him full of inseru-
tablo mysteries. Tho two questions, "How ?'.
and " Why ?" were constantly in bis thoughts

-whether he considered his own life or the dis-

ponsations of Providence in the goverument of

the worId. One day, in visiting aribbon manu-

factory, bis attention was attracted by an ex-

traordinary piece of machinery. Countloss
wheels aud thousands of threads were twirling
in aIll directions; lie could understand nothing
of its movoments. He was informed, however,
that all this motion was coninected with the
centre, wlere there was a chtest which was kopt
shut. Anxiots to untderstand the principle of
the machine, ho aslked permission to see the in-
terior.

" The master bas the key," was the reply.

The words were like a flash of light. Here
was the answer to all his perplexed thoughts.
Yes; the Master has the key. He governs and
directs ail. It is enough ; what need I know
more ? " He hath also oetablishod them for
over ; He hath made a decree which shall not
pass."

JOHN WESLEY AND THE CHRISTIAN
SACRAMENTS.

(From the Irish Ecclesiastical Gazette.)
Sia,-The following letter bas bean sont by

me to the Editor of the Christian Advocale. the
Belfast organ of Irish Wesleyanism. As I do
not think ho will print it, perhaps you may
think fit to give it a place in your paper:

Si,-I was sorry to road in a recont issue of
the Christian Advocate the comment you mako
on some words used by the Archbishop of York
in the late Synod of bis clergy. His Grace, in
strict accordance with the teaching of the Cato-
chism of the Churches of England and Ireland,
said, " the two great sacraments of the Christian
Church have for their central purpose the union
of the soul with the Saviour. By Baptisma, the
union is primarily effected; by the Holy Euchar-
ist, it is continued, maintained, and strength-
ened." Your comment on xhese words is this,"undoubtedly many souls are misied to their
eternal ruin by such toaching." Your consure
involves the Church of which I am a clergyman,
but I do not mind that. What I regret to see
is that your remark is a censure upon John
Wesley himself, and as a nilometer it marks the
down-grade departure from bis teaching of those
who assume his name. When 53 years of age,
in bis " Treatise on Baptism," Wesley wrote-
" by water, then, as a mensi. we are regenoer-
ated or born again. lerein a principle of graco
is infused which will not be wholly taken away,
unless we quench the HIoly Spirit of God by long
continued wickedness." Was John Wesley mis-
leadinig people to their eternail rin by such
teaching ? And in rogard to the Holy Euehar-
ist, Mr. Wesley, in bis preface to bis " Hymns
on the Lord's Supper," writes thus--" this sac-
rament, by our remembranco, becomes a kind
of sacrifice, whereby we present before God the
Father that precious oblation of His Son once
offered. To mon the Holy Communion is a
sncred table, where God's minister is ordered to
present for God bis Master the passion of lis
dear Son as still fresh and powerful for their
eternal salvation. And to man it is an Allar,
whereon mon mystically present to Hlim the
saine sacrifice, as atill bleeding, still suing for
mercy."--[From Church Tracts No. 1, "John
Wesley's relation to the Chnrch." Chariles &
Soit, 61, Middle Abbey street, Dublin.] The
shaft of your censure, aimed at bis Grace of
York and the Church of Ireland, passes beyond
and lodges in the Rev. John Wesley. As there
may still be a remnant who are not quite
ashamed of John Wesley and bis words, I shail
ask it of your candour to print this lettor.

JAS. FREDIC. NEWELL.
Rectory, Kilbeheonny, Aug. 26Lh, 1894.

The Editor of the Christian Advocate, 42 Don-
egall street, Belfast.

The Daughters of the Ki:ing

We bave had several enquiries lately as to
this sister society of the Brotherhood of St.
Androw, the Cauaca Daughters, and would be
glad to have all information possible about it.
Where is the head centre in Canada ? How
many chapters or branches are there in
Canada ? Where are the rules and regulations
for formation of circlos chapters or branches
to be obtained ? We hope that some of' th
DAUIGHTEaS will furnish us with early und full
replies.--ED.


