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Christ, Drap a pebble on the quiet bosom of Christian religion and about Christian teaching
the ocean,. and the circling wavelets saon die for the young, as it surely ought ta be at Ihe
away, leaving the sarne placid surface, but the. hands of a Christian nation. .What then, 'with
pebble has moved avery particle of water to the ail deference to the wisdom of the very influen.
depth and breadth of the ocean. So a kind tial syncd' spoken of, would the Bishop venture
word, a loving deed, a sincere unspokenfprayer, ta offer as a substitute ? What but the Apostlesl
though apparently making no impression, lives Creed, the Lcrd's Prayer and the Ton Com.
evernicre, carrying ite undying bonison to the mandmentu ? That seems to bit it exaatly.
lim its of the spiritual kingdom.-Church Neios. That seens the precise thing, which is neither

ta full bore nor pinehed and uncomfortable

TB ESSBENTIALS OF CHRISTILANITY thero. It is not too mueh or too little, to in.
1 PUBLIC BOHOOLS. elusive or too exclusivo, too abstract or too

ample, too much above the young nor at ail
In his address at t Diocesan Convention, below them or spart from them. It is not
lu bis f addro as h probable that if for the next fifty years the

tho Bishap cf Long Island diseusses the matter wisest heade in any or ail denominations should
of education in our public sehools, with char- occupy themeelves in devising the most suitable
sotorietie force and ability. A method of teach. e cheme of Christian truth to be taught in our
ing which has no religious and moral bais is s0 publie schoole they would etrike the average
one dded and deolotive, and so contrary to the unprejadiced mind with anything like the ap-

propriateness of this proposed sabstitute. One
geniue of our institutions, that he prediets a does not have ta read laboriaus treatises and
roaction against it. The nation was not con- weary hie brain with thinking before arriving
ceived and born in atheism or paganism, and at a conclusion In the matter, The thing is no
the Christian intelligence of the nation will not sooner mentioned that one cries out instinctive.

ly: ' That's it; that's it, exactly l'
suffer it ta assume any such shaping. Sncb Tho Bishop enumeratos the advantages of
shaping l» abnormal and contradictory, and the making the Apostles' Croeed, the Lrd's Prayer
tendency in that direction is sure te call out an and the Ton Commandments, the acheme of
oarncst and vigorous protest on the part of of religions instruction in our public schools.

They are :Christian people at large. -ri It is characteristically Christian.
As proliminary ta that turn in the tide, which 2. It is absolutely non-seotarian,

will sot toward religion and not away froin it, 3. It hali hsd the undoubted consensus of ail
tho Bishop says that public opinion muet b Christians from the days of the primitive and
'taught ta discriminate between essential Chris- undivided Church.

tianity and denominational Christianity.' This 4. It ccmprehends al] the fundamental oie
is a matter of great consequence. It ie out of monts of Christiaity that have entered iio
the question that denominational Christianity the formation of modern civilization, and es-
of any sort shall be taught in our public schools. pecially of the Christians of this country.
Multitudes of Christian people not only take no 5. It also bas the merit of brevity and situ-
interest in it, but they will agree with the plicity, and because of those cualities cau b
Bishop that it is the denominational which bas easily learned and eaily held i the memory.
si largely sacrificed the essentisl in connection If a Christian and net merely doietio basis af
with the schools. The shadow, se ta speak, national morality is to b provided for our
bas expelled the substance, and we are pre- schools, nothing less than what it containe can
sented with the unique spectacle-of a Christian be satisfactory ta the great majority of Christian
nation which muet say nothing about Chris- people.
tionity in the public teaching.of its ehildren, The Bisbop acknowledges that this seome
because it has been appropriated by so many may encounter the grave objection that in the
sects of Christian people. ' That our schools present environment it is nOt workable, and
sbould bo threatened with practical paganism that many will refuse ta take any stops b
bocause of sent indifference, or set jealousies, yond the elementary truths of natural religion.
or saut disagreements, in the open scandai of He acknowledges even more than thie, but ià
religion in this land.' makesno less certain that no other concoivable

But what are the essentials of Christianity sachemo would have so many and great advan t-
which may b taught in our public schools, and ages, and would be fruitfnl of such excellent re.
which may be agreed upon in common? That suite.-Living Church.
is the question ta which the Bisbhop addresses
himseolf, and ho calle attention ta one answer READING.
which bas been given by the Presbyteilan
Synod of the etate of New Yoik, while ho ven- It is a very serious question what our young
tures te suggest another. The Synod would people are reading. The books a boy or girl is
recommend for its scheme of teaching in the reading have a vast deal to do with his or her
publia schols: The existence of a personalf
God; the responsibility of every human soul a future montai sud moral charactor, for geed or
made in the image of God, after the power of bad. Unhappily, the outlook is not promising.
an endlese life; and the reality of a future Never before was resding matter so cheap and
spiritual state beyond the grave, in which every universal ; and never before were there such
soul shall give account of iteelf ta God, and
shall reap that whioh he has sown. fleede o! utter treel, wcrso than usoles; paured

Now it etrikes one at a glance that for several Up on a euffering people, 1t is a question
reasons hore is a way of putting things which whether for real moral and intellectual stamina
the Christian publio would never agree upon, the world was not botter off a hundred years
as they might be put in a score of ways which ago without sncb oceans of reading matter. Do
it would never agree upon. It is not that any- aur young people ever hear of sncb books as
thing is untrue in this sobeme of teacbing, or the Vicar of Wakefield, Paul and Virginia, or
that it does not have ta do with truths of the' any e! the English classics whose thought and
nost serious consequence. But aomehow it is literary character bave stood the test of time?
rot the thing, just .as an unfitting garment is Da they ever pick up Addison or any of the
not the thing, and as se many garments may sa standard literature, elevated in tone nd
esily fail for one cause or another. The Bishop, strengthening to the mental and moral fibre ?
for instance, calle attention ta the fact that in Do they read history, biography sud travels ?
1bis scheme there is no allusion te Christianity, As a rule, these are ail overslaughed by the
nothing whieh rises above the conception of mass of intellectual slush streaming from
natural religion, and nothing wbich may nt thousands of printing presses. Botwoen the
be included in the limite of deistie woi-ship and daily papers, the story weeklies, the wishy
deistic morality The question is about the washy magasines and the shoals of stuff written

-Roi1/11
by bohemians and senj ntal girls, thore is no
time or place left for .éading anything of star-
ling and permanent value. Only hre and there
are the olect Onans wf6 have the proper guid.
ance or the natural taste ta pas. them by. The
prospecte for the coming generation ia the way
cf intellectual vigo'r are not encouraging.
Even not taking into account books of an im-
moral tendency, the evil of too much of wbat is
callcd literature is suffleient to cause alarm.
The right place ta stem the tida i in the home
life; but unfortunately thoro are toa many
parents whose literary horiz -n is bounded by
the Sunday paper, or bazaar of fashion. The
educators in our higher institutions are our
chief dependence in keeping alive a sure intel-
lectual tastoe, but they cau resob only a few.
Teachers in ail grades of schoole and the clergy
can do much. In a practiDal way the elergy in
thoir pastoral visiting-could do smane effiient
work ln this direction by making It a point to
find ont what the young people in the families
are reading, ta show an interest in it that will
gain their confidence, and ta give them hints
and suggestions as ta the value of books, and by
judicious connsel and direction lead them juto
the paths of a purer and nobler literature.

The fact is, reading has more ta do not only
with our happinees, but with the making up of
our lives than we usaally recognizi. Great
men almost universally attribate the inspira.
tion of their best work ta thought derived from
books. Just as it makes ail the difference in
the world to a young person wbether bis life
associations are with right.minded persans of
pure and elevated tone of thought and morals,
or with the vicious and depraved, no it is jiet
the saine whether the books ho rmade are right
and good and upbuilding, or of the kind that
pollote the imagination and enfeoble the in-
tellect. It certainly is a blessing that few pe.
pie fairly estimate that we eau have direct coin.
manion with the grandest minds and the great-
est men the world bas known. It ought ta be
au inspiration, as it is ta same mon, that wo
eau converse with, and tako into our minds the
thoughte of, Ench mon as Plato, St. Augustine
and Shakespeare. And since the noblest monu-
ments of literature and the productions of the
lofi iet minds are so easy of access, it is sad and
disheartening ta thiuk how many precious
hours are wasted, how many lives made empty,
or worse yet, dragged down into the filth by
vapid and degrading books. This oDmpanion.
ship with mon of genius and intellectual
strength which we may attain through the
printed page, suggests a higher thonght. If it
bo a privilege of higher value te listen to
Socrates, it i worth a great deal more te listen
ta St. Pauli; and when we remember that while
we are reading him we are in contact not
merely with the thoughts of St. Paul, but with
the thoughts of God, one would think that men
would spend thoir nights and days roading the
Bible. Although many persons do not read the
Bble, and some that do, fail ta get what it
really- bas for thom, yet the thoughts of God in
his revealed Word are the source and founda.
tion of ail that is best in the life of the individ.
nal, of society and the nation, And in spite of
the higher criticism, the attacks of infidels and
the neglect of the thoughtless and indifferent,
ail the books ever printed could not make up
for the Bible in fnrnishing light in darkness,
strength in weakness, comfort in trouble, satie.
fying rest in the present, securo hope for the
future, and in enriobing-life with its true mean.
ing and destiny- CAurch Ners,
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