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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER.

DEo. 4th-2nd Sunday in Advent.

llth-3rd Sunday in Advent.-[Notice of
Ember Days].

14th-
16th- EMBER Akys.
17th- .
18th-4th Sunday in Advent.-[Notiee of

St. Thomas].
21st-St. Thomas,.................. A. & M.
25th-CHRIsTMAs DAY.-[Pr. Pss. M. 19,

45, 85 ; L. 89, 110, 112. Athan.
Cr. Pr. Pref. in Com. Service
till Jan. lt, included.-Yotice
of St. Stephen. St. John and In-
nocents' Days].

26th-St. Stophn-First Martyr.
27th-St. John-Apostie.
28th-Innocents' Day.

CIIRIS TMA S.

We bail the Christnas season, for it helps to

bring brightness into our religion-to make it
more real, more attractive-and it bolps to make

the world brighter and botter. Soma object to

the gaieties and festivities attending the season,
and think them inconsistent with the avent we

celebrate, and th religion Jesus came to estab-
Plih. We do net ihink se. Soa may muse
the occasion ; but the spirit whch prevails ai
Christmas Lime i essontially a good spirit, and
dce gaod.

We inust not forgot that the Gospel of Jesus
has its earthly, as well as its heavenly side. IL
is full of promise for the life that now is-in
this world-as well as for the life boreafter.
Bome Christians are in danger of making too
little of the life that now is. They think if they
secure the life that is to come, they have done
nearly all. Not so. God gives us our presont
life. We are to improvo it, to use it, to enjoy it.
We are to do ail we can to bring heaven into
this life, and mako it a foretaste of what is to
b horeafter. This will make our roligion at
tractive rather than repulsivo. Children aroa
Remet mes afraid of religion, because they se
nothing but gloom thrown around it. This is
a great wrong ta them, for it croates a feeling
of prejudice which they are long years in over-
aonting. -

YET, at the same time, thora is great danger
lest wo wbo areChristians engage in our merry-
making and fetivities as the world does-in
total disregard of the prosence of Him lu whose
honor we celebrate the day. Surely to the
Christian " Christ should be the end, and Christ
be the beginning " of everything, from first to
last, that is don in connection with the Christ-
mas rejoicings. IL behooves each ono of us
who beur this high and holy nane, te take to
beart the solomn lessons of the Advent season,
and sottile, each for himself, as in the presence
of God, questions such as those: How may I-
not in appearance, morely, but lu reality-do,
honor to my Lord and Ring ? Is thore any-
thing in the preparations I am now making, or
in the enjoyments to which I am looking for-
ward, on which I cannot ask Hie blessing, or
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at which I cannot expect Hie presence ? Is Hise
pleasure in any degreo my thought in my pre-
parations, or simply the natural grati*cation I
take in the pleasure of others ?

The questions may sen tee close, tee searo-
ing; but God doce require the supreme homage
and regard of His people ini everything is evi-
dent from His own Word. We give one in-
stance. In the seventh chapter of Zechariah it
is written, Then came the Word of the Lord of
Hosts unto me, saying, Speak unto all the peo-
ple of the land, saying, When ye fasted in the
fifth and seventh month, did yo at aIl fast unto
Me, even to Me? And when ye did eat, and
when ye did drink, did ye not eat for yourselves,.
and drink for yourselves ?

Could the Lord describe more plainly the
whole-hearted service we muet give in order te
satisfy Him ? That wo give Him less than He
requires is the secret of our own unrest and
dissatisfaction. May He keep us, as this season
or any other, from offering Hlim the nockery
of a dividcd heart 1-Parish Visitor, N. Y.

CONCERNING W EEKDA Y SElR VICES.

In Country Parishes and Missions.

The maintenance of frequent hours of public
prayer through the week, but the attendance
of the few souls that may bo drawn to them,
is ta be determined upon on narrow grounds of
wordly enonomy or policy, of mere personal
benefit or interest, but upon the larger and
more gonerous ground of the Church's Catho-
licity. Now some of our dissenting neighbours
charge us with being " just like the Catholics."
We ought to b, and I would to God that we
were; but there are not many of us, I fear,
that can "plead guilty to the soft impeach-
ment." All are not Israel that are of Israel.
But that wo may become more generally in
practica what we are in name, Catholices, is the
object of those lines. And now what do we
mean by the Church's Catholicity, in this con-
nection? We mean that the liturgy of the
Cburch, in ail its offices, whether celobrated
on a Sunday or week day, whether on ber
great festivals. lu glorious temples, and amid
the circumstance of great congregations, or at
some quiet evensong, in a small country church,
where two or three only are gathered together,
is by no means a more office of private devo.
tion, and cannot possibly be measured, in its
uses or blessings, by the question how much
good it rnay do me, or simply those who are
prosent. The Church's worship, though ut-
tered by a single voice, comprohonds the whole
body of believers, and intercedes for ail classes
of men, whether in the parish, in the diocese,
or in the wide world. Her songs and prayers
ascend in behalf not only of such as in any
particular place are offeriug them, but of ail
men whatsoever who may bs the proper sub-
jects of them. Two persons, thon, may take
part in a service, and hundreds, or, for aught
we know, hundreds of thousands, may be bene-
fitted by it. Thus the Cburch's worship is
Catholie, because, while her congregations may
be never so small, her prayers embrace. the
spiritual interests of the whole world. No
part of the Prayer Book more forciblv illus-
trates tbis than the Lord's Prayer itself, which
finds a place in ovory office of worship, both
public and private. If you examine it thought-
fully, yeu will observe that every petition is
so worded that even the soul that prays in
secret must go out of bimself and beyond bis
own wants, and must include and pray for ail
who are, with him, spiritual children of God.
IL is pre-eminently a Catholic prayer.

In like manner we may regard the entire
offices of Morning and Evening Prayer, for al
days alike, as embracing the whole spiritual
membership of Christ's kingdom. As this fact
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lends great dignity and value to every oucas-
ion ai divine ervice; it ouglt ta sustain aud
anixuate every lenely warshiper who lifts an
almost solitary voice in a well-nigh empty
bouse of prayer, which, yet, is not empty,
since the Lord's minister and the Lord Him-
self are there ; and that is better than crowded
pews. Such reflections, surely, ought to shame
and silence the thoughtless and unworthy ex-
pressions we hear in many parishes in dispar-
agement of week-day services te which "no-
body goes."

But, on the other band, true thongh it be
that numbers are not of essential moment,
yet it is well for the members of the flock to
consider what wide reaching blessings the
Church's worship involves, an-i what they
themselves lose lu the way of daily spiritual
help by neglecting week-day prayers. If they
had roui faith, and were as earnest about re-
ligion as they are about other matters, would
not some find opportunity to attend more con-
stantly than they do, and would not others
attend -who now are never present ? It is well
worth while to stop sometimes and look square-
ly at ourselves. Ve get into the habit, first, of
making excuses to ourselves for non-attend-
ance, aud thon of accepting those excuses as
real and valid. But a little honest scrutiny
might reduce them aIll to ashes.

One of the commonest plas for this neg-
lect is the pressure of business or of household
duties. Mure than one priest has been remind-
ed that "If a man does not provide for his own
household, ho is wirse than an infidel." But
this Seripture does not mean that a man is to
provide ior his own household with such ex-
clusive wordly devotion as ta become a prac-
tical infidel. A part of that provision consista
in training them by his own influence and
example to go to churcih regularly, to worship
Gad faithfully, and to maintain consistently
the services and activities of the parish. But,
it is said, the services on week-days are ap-
pointed at hours when it is impossible to get
away from one's socular engagements. The
ni cannot ]Cave bis shap, and the wamau

noannot leave l r ouse; and se lue goe on
from year to year, telling the sane tale of
spiritual loss, bearing the saine doubtful and
unsatisfying fruit.

lot us, now, ask ourselves whether, if we
were rightly disposed, if we really wanted to
avail ourselves of the Church's helps, we could
not, in some way, through the ingenuity of a
right loving heurt, make it convenient to at-
tond the appointed services of the week a
greut deal oftener than we do, and thus coun-
tenance and encourage the rector, help to make
the services more edifying, and reap manifold
blessings to ourselves. It is really a grave
question, and worthy of serious and searching
application io many communicants in every
parish, whetber, if they wanted ta do so, they
could not easily arrange their affaire so as to
provido for certain heurs of attendance on the
Church's worship two or three times a week,
and do it without inconvenience or harm to
any earthly interests. Have you ever tried to
do this ? If not, is it not worth your while,
as a layman, upon whose character and conduct
depends much of the Church's prosperity, to
make the trial with the sane admirable wisdom
that you would throw into any venture of great
financial or social conce -n to you ?

A single practical suggestion may be added-
as a help to the solution of these questions.
It is hardly to be expected that any great
number of peop le should be present at week-
day services. Neither would we imply that
the sane persons should be at ail of them.
But arnong ail the families in a pariah, of
vhich Bome members are communicants and
nearly ail are baptized, cannot some household
order be established so that one person from
each farnily shall attend service and represent
tho home circle in God's bouse ? This would
materially increase our week-day attendaLce,
would greatly strengthen the heart of many


