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secret meetings, held dur ing the summer. They rose UP
suddenly and siinultancously; and at a time when many,
who wcrc niarkced out ta bc their prey. had no suspicion af
their intentions. The Volunteers %vere men acquainted only
with rural pursuits ; they wvere hastily collcctcd together,
almost totally uîîacquaintcd witb military tactics, and, framn
habit, very atitci averse ta sccncs of strife and turbulence.
For sevcraI days before the actions took place, which have
added this cxtraordinary service ta aur usual ordinances, an
attack froni the rcbels was anticipatcd and dreaded. The
regulars wvcrc anxiously enquîred after, but no satîsfactary
intelligence concerning thcmn could be obtaîned ; and ap-
pcarances intirnated that no succour would be reccived fram
that source. The people wec, in fact, hedged in by diffi-
cultics, dangers, and enemies, on cvery hand. If they led
into tc adjacent territory, their praperty wvould became the
booly of the rcbels ; and if tbey set their faces in any ather
direction, thcy w~ere sure ta be captured b>' some af the

eniy's picqucts that were prowling in every quarter.
You ail rcînember the anxiety and trepidation into which

the country was plunged immediatcly before the battie ai
the 7th. Ail the men that could be collected did nat exceed
twa hundrcd. rîîcsc wec greatly fatigued by marching tram
anc post ta another; and by other harassing duties. This
littlc, %vorn-out but determined band are nowv drawn up at
Messrs Odcl's store. The enenîy, amaounting ta mare than
four hundredi, have just entered the province from Rouse's
Point. They are ail well provîded with arms and assorted

ammunition nd supported by a field picce. Now they are
forming; thcy, have taken up their position ; the cannion is
discharged, and thc danger seems ta thicken and approach.
Sitouts, loud and long, and designed ta intimidate, are heard
mingling %vith the hoarse vaice ai their only piece af ordnance.
But this gasconadîng will be of short duration; for sec, two
hundrcd effective mîen trami Heniminfard,well officered, and


