THE ALTAR AND THE THRONE.

cials’ under the influenee and divection of some foreign potew
tate. . o : : -
Hero then we have adequate reasons for maintsining to the ut-
most in Treland the influence of those who keep an open Bible
before the people. ~ Livery sound principle of government demands
that we shall not establish nor throw our influence into the seale of
those who refuse this inestimable privilege to their adherents.
It is in truth suieidul for a governor to do so. He parts with
bis suthority, placing it in the hands of others who make their
own will, and not God’s Linw, the rule whieh they instruet meu to
follow,

NOW AND THEN,

By William Shannon.

[Written expreasly for % Tng ALTAR Axp THE THRONE.']

i Bat policy, and politics, and piety,

# Are topics which I sometimes introduce;
# Not only for the sake of their variety,

% But as a subservient to o moral use.”

On the bare slope of a wild hill, in the vicinity of the Glens of
Antrim, on a certain Subbath in May, 1789, a congregation of
Covenanters lay encamped for public worship. Now it so happened
that, although no actual rising of the United Irishmen had talken
place, yet from information received by the government authorities
at Dublin Castle, such an act was duily expeeted. A sharp look
out was therefore kept on all nssemblages of the disaffected, and
field meetings such as the present werc particularly oljectionable to
the administiaiion.  The Rev. Alexander Cameron well knew that
by persisting in holding such mvetings, he was drawing apon him-
self’ and his people the displeasure of the government ; but, in-
heriting laveely all the prejudices of his scet, in relation to the
power of the civil magistrate, and being, 15 was subsequently dis-
covered, deeply compromised to the authors o' the conspiracy to
overthrow law and order in Ircland ; eome what would, he deter-
mined to hold field meetings as usual, and this one in particular

The scene chosen for the camp ground was i unison with the
stern deportment and character of the party assembled ; bounded
by gently undulating hills the terminations of which formed ab-
rapt and stupendous headlands, which frowned definnce on the most
turbulent waters of the wild Atlantic.  In one direction higher
than even these, rose the precipitous heiphts of Slemish—and two
miles further oft its counter-part, the well known Skirry. ('Uhe
natives tell you thut St. Patrick leaped from Slemish to Skirry.
over the intermediate space of two miles, known as the Braid—
and lest you shonld doubt the cireumstance, they show you where
he left the track of his feet, a memorial to this duy of the Patron
Saint’s ability in the athletic exercises, It Suint Patrick really
did this, it is very certain that no other individual has ever gone
over the same distance in so short a time.) DBut to return, the
Irish reader will judge from the deseription of this scene, that it
occupied a site in a central position between the triangle formed
by the towns of Larne, Antrim and Ballymena. Though on a
hill as has been already stated, yet by the presence of other and
higher hills all around it, the congregation hoped to carry out their
illicit proceedings without interruption or molestation. It was
now the season of the year when the peasantry gathered along the
shore to eollect and save up the harvest of ocean, usually denomi-
nated the Muay Flecece. This consists of plants and vepetables
swept on shore from the depths of the OQcean and in such quanti-
ties that pot-ushes, or kelp as it is termed, is manufuctured from
it to an enormous extent,and therefuse is spread by farmers over the
surface of ihe soil, as the very best manure that ean be procured.
‘While thercefore the raging of the seas kept up a continvous roar,
it was eertain that the singing of the psalms would not be heard
at such a distance from the spot, as to ereate my unusual exeite-
ment. Overhead flew the froth and jspray of that restless ceeun,
while the angry crests of the mountain waves curlen on high,
and then falling with a shock they rolled in foamy surges of tem-
pestuous froth amongst the rocks of thut iron-bound coust, making
a noise to be heard fur far iuland.

As Mr, Cameron proceeded to address the assemblage, a mili-
tary officer approached the temporary pulpit that had been eveeted
for the oceasion, and demanded “ By what anthority, in such
troublesowe times, he had countenanced the gathering tozether of
so many people 2"

The minister replied * that the people had met to worship God;
that they were not the cause of the troublesome times; and as
they did not interfere with the authorities, the authorities should
not interfere with them.”

« Well, sir,” said the officer, ©* what you state may be all true,
—but have you not your churches to worshipin?  You must be
aware that if you are permitted to hold such meetings, other people
will expeet a like privilege, and this at a thme when almost the en-
tire kingdom is subject to martial law, eannot be allowed. Under
these circumwstances it will be more prudent for you to advise your
people to return to their respective homes. By obeying the Jaws,
and respeeting the injunctions of those entrusted with the peace
and well being of the nation, they ean serve God as effectually as
they are duing here in this conventicle.”

«“ My duty, sir,” said the minister, ¢ prompts to a difforent
course. 1 am commissioned to preach the gospel in the highways
a3 in the housr, under the cawopy of heaven as under the most
lordly dome. 1 prefer the service of my Master, the King of
Kings, to that of His Majesty of England. By Him T am an ap.
pointed minister, and in His name T will discharge the sacred duty
appertaiving to my office.

“ Then, sir,” said the officer, ¢ unpleasant as is the duty, I have
no alternative but to arrest you in the name of His Majesty King
George LIL™" '

Saying which he Jaid hold of him, and was taking him off, when
a demonstration to rescue him was made; but the officer pointing
1o a company of military stationed at a short distance, but not be-
fore observed from the scene, they at once desisted.  Then he was
borne tu the enwp ut Blarriss Moor, where he was summarily tried
.before u military tribunal. He was remanded under present cir-
cumstances, ag the times were so critical that an outbreak was
momwmentarily expected ; and fur safe keeping, on account of the
great numbers of disaffected persons that wers daily brought in,
he was sent to confinement on board a hulk, or tender, that lay
moored in the Bay of Carrickfergus, which is commonly termed
Belfust Lough, : I

Cnarrer 11

# The nation not so blest a3 thee,
« Must in their turn to tyrants fall,

« Whi e thou shalt flourish great and free,
# Phe dread and envy of them all 17

Already. there were many prisoners on board of the hulk, who
hail been seized for politieal offences. Of these, John Henvy, t
young man of preposessing appeurunce, and appareutly of gooc
education, attracted more particulurly the attention of Mr. Ca
meron. The patience and fortitude \\jhich he exhibited in hi

captivity; the intelligence und expression of frankness expressec
in his countenance ; and the sincere and carnest manner in whiel

he reasuned with thowe, in whose society for the time being he
was thrown, cloquently bespoke for him their sympathy and
esteem, . Whether this style was assumed or nol, we leave the
reader to judge, for if ever there was a jesuit on earth he was
one. There was sufficieut evidenee against him to send him te
the gallows, as hie had when apprehended, concealed on his person,
a captain’s commiasion in the insurgent foree from the Dublin
direciory.

Mr. Cameron had ne fears for his own safety, having been
assured by the tribunal which tried him that unless something
wore serious should turn up to Lis prejudice, a short confinement
would be the only inconveunience he should suffer by his arrest.
He wished theretore, that his young fellow prisoner, could by any
meaus effect his escape, as the government had already shewn a
terrible evidence of the summary manner in whick it was deter-
ined to punish the eroppies..

Henry, aware thut Mr, Cameron was a party to the conspiracy,
and finding that w degree of confidenee was shewn him in tha
quarter, made no effort to conceal his guilt, or his intentions and
as hie was often in company with him, it was hoped than an early
opportunity for eseape might occur,

The officers from the garrison of Belfast, and the castle of
Carvickfergus would occusionally visit the hulk on duty, or for
pleasure, and at such times the prisoners would enquire the news
of the day. Mr. Cameron arranged with Lienry that on one of
these oceasions, he would get up an exertement of some sort to
enguge the attention of the oflicers, thus affording Henry au op-
portunity to escape from the prison ship. Soon after the maturing
of this plan, the ship was vizited by an officer high in authority,
and Mr. Cameron asked liberty to address his fellow prisoners and
such of the soldiers and sailors as were not on duty. 1 he recuest
beivg put in a respectful manner, and the officer being desirous
of allowing the piisoners cvery liberty possible, or compatible
with their safe keeping, gave orders accordingly and all bands
were permitted to be present.

While all were assembling, John Henry coucealed himself be-
side 2 gun, and subsequently moved noiselessly behind a large
coil of rope. This movement was unobserved, and lenry eon-
soled himself with the hope, that the sun would set ere the minis-
ter would terminate his theological discourse, and he determined
should his surmises prove correct. to let himself down the ship’s
side into the water, and then strike out for the shore. While
these thoughts were oceupying the mind of the prisoner, M.
Cameron was carnestly stirring up the feelings of Lis nudience.
The officer zeferred to, gave the greatest attention to the proceed-
ings, iu Fact, as muely so, s if this speeinl serviee had been mainly
got up for his benefit, but when the minister had coneluded the
exereises, he asked him, * well, my good wan, you took sufficient
time to pray for all the great folks around the globe: what reagon
do you give for leaving out the name of our good and gracious
weonarch, King George IT1? why did you not pray for the King ¢
“ Did I not pray for the King? ” said he.

* No, sir I no,”’ suid the oflicer. « I puid considerable attention
to every word you uttered, but you ucever once mentioned the
name ol 1lis Majesty ; and, sir, let me tell you, that in times like
these, it becomes every good and true man, who wishes well to the
peace and freedom of our country, to the stability of the throne,
and established institututions to pray for the health, weal and
happiness of our beloved Sovereigu, a Sovereign who presides over
an empire, justly esteemed as the wonder of the world.”

# Without replying to the particular tenor of your remarks,”
said Mr, Caweron, “ I beg to say that I entreated the Lord for
every one under the eleetion of free grace, and if you exclude the
Kiny from that merey, you are perbaps the best judge.”

# You may cousider this eant all well enough, for these igno-
rant fellows who have jeopardised their lives, and anticipate a
halter cravat ab an early date,” said the captain, but [ am greatly
mistaken, i it passes with your judges. For ought that I kuow

your intentions and dispositions may be all right, but your eonduct
is both incunsistent and reprchensible.  You are wot ivnoraunt of
the fact that the disaficcted consist of ignorant Papists and Free-
thinkers; that the doetrines inculeated for several years past by
the fircbrands of sedition are those of Paine, Rubespierre, Rous-
seau and Murat: that the ends to be aceomplished by any at-
tempt against the present establishment, ave, the overthrow of
law and order, the subversion of the Bill of Rights, by which you
and yours are garanteed safety and protection, and freedom to
worship God, these would be followed by a sucees-ion of such
murderous seenes as have recently been enucted in Franee during
the Leign of Terror ! Shume! shame man, where in ihe iloly
Seriptures, which you profess to expound, do you find a precedent
for such an unholy alliunce, as thatin whick the disaffected in this
country are united ? What success ought you reasonubly to ex-
peet when joined with men whose hands are yet recking with the
blood of your forefuthers and mine ? Believe we, sir, it will be u
sorry duy for the Protestants of Ircland should their present gov.
crnment be overthrown. There is no doubs of it, that the kind-
red spirits of Popery and infidelity are the undereurrent which is
raising the waves of trouble, now sbout to roll over the Jand, and
the poor gulls who expeet to frighten the administration by their
turbulent proceedings will learu to their eost, that their schemes
will be frustrated, and their cause subdued, in defiance of all
suppott, they muay expect from Lranee, or ......

Just then a splash was heard alongside. ** Watch look out,”
said the captain. © Perhaps there's another boat from the Castle.
The Carrick boys promised to be aboard this evening.”

It was woll that the officer took the matter so coolly, for the
sentry walked over to the lurboard and cast a long scarehing glance
in that dircetion -

caLon,

without ceeing

ecing any shic

any sbject in the surrounding
darkness. At the same moment John Henry was striking holdly
for the shore where he hoped to fall in with o body of the Con-
federates. e cscaped in safety, and the arm of the law never
agaiv was laid upon him. By sume meaus unknown to the writer,
Mr. Cameron also escaped in about a month afterwards and fled
to the United States, and there ho died in or about the year1850.
As his name will not again oceur in this story, one circumstavee
must be stated, by reason. of its truth. I cun certify for this state-

ment,  Mr. Cameron spent upwards of fifty years of his life, in
confessing his repentance thut he had been connceted with the
United Irish Organization! Could he have lived over amain
the years that were past, he would shun a conspirator against
British rule, as he would the father of all evil. °

To be Continued.
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99, Should the defending Brother or Bretliren fail to
assigning awy reason, then shall the Lodge proceed to examine wit-
nesses and to adjudge the case 5 and may, according to its upinion, in
any malter not distinetly coming under the special provisions of the
Grand Lodge, inflict a fine in a sum not exceeding two dollars, but in
all other matters shall proceed upon the penalties set forth by the Grand
Lodge Regulations.
. 100. In all such cases the County Master shall summon the meet-
ing of the County Lodge, at some praper place most convenient 10 all
parties, except when decided olherwise at a previous County Mest-
Illg.

101. Ata County Meeting a fee’may be established for County pur-
poses, amd, when established, the Lodges and officers within its limits
t:hull be held liable for the swme, in the same manuer as all other
wes,

102. Wheneverany Lodge becomes dormant by the non-atfendance
of its members, or from any other cause, the Lodge chest, and any
ather property of said Lodge, may at unce be taken into possession
by the County Master, inthe name and on bebalf of the Coumy L.ml«re
to whichsuch Lodge has been attuched, and any claims for rent \\'hizh
may be standing against such property, shall be liquidated by such
County Lodge, and any person or persons applying jor such property
therealter, shall reumburse such County Lodge in any sum puil by it
on account of such property, previous to receiving'it.  Uunder sich
circumstances, the Couny Master shall take the Warrant into his
possession, and no Brother ~hall, underany circumstances, pe allowed
to detain the Warrant {from the Coenty Master for rent or any other
cause whatever, tnder pain of expulsion, and the County Lodge shall
be held regponsible for the payment of Grand Lodee dues of ail
Lodaes within the County, including dornant Lodges,eunm the War-
rants are returned, or notice given to the Provineial Grand Seere

appear, without-

! fary.
103 Incase of a Lodge becoming dormant, the County Ledge shubil

have power lo grant a ceniticate to any Member thereof who was in
erood standing, pon the payment of afee of {ifty cents and all dues
whiclh he may haveowed tosuch Lodge atthe time it became dormant
(sueh tees toform pait of the County fowds), and sueh certilieate must
be sealed with the County Lidge seal, and signed by the County
Master, Deputy Master and Seeretary.

104, Connty Masters shall not be obliged to eall a special meeling
in all cases of appeal. N

105. Each Conntry Lodge shall, from time to time, fix its place of
meeling, and mect as often as it may deem necessary,

106. No Mas'er or Secretary of a Private Lodge, that have not
made their retums, siall ve allowed 1o vote in the Couuty Ladee
(See G L. Rept. 1869, page 24, line 46.) o

DISTRICT LODGES.

107. District Lodges are couiposed of the District Officers, Masters,
Deputy Masters, Chaplains, Secretaries, Treasurers and Semor Com-
mittee Men of Private Lodgzes, all Past District Masters and Last
vast Masters of Private Lovges, all baving received the necessary
Dogrees, and Leing in counexion and good standing in Private Lodges
within the Distnet. .

108. Members of the District Lodge must have at least the Degrees
ol Qrange, Purple and Biue,

109. The Aunnual Meeting of the District Lodge shall be held on
the secomd Tuesduy in Januwary in each year.

110. Each Distnict Lodue shall elec' for the year a District Master,
Distriet Deputy Master, District Chaplain, District Secietary, District
I'reasurer and District Dwector of Ceremonies.

111. Each District Lodse shail, from time to time, fix its own place
of meetiny, and meet as olten us it deems necessary.

112 It shalt also.be the duty of each District Master to visit cach
Lodge in his Disinet, at least once in every year, and he shall have
power {0 correct all irr(’gnlurll.ics_, taking for lus guide the Repulations
of the Grand Lodze and Provineial Grand Lodge.

113, The Diswriet Master shall have power lo cause any snbordinate
oflicer io be summnoned bz:fm_‘e the District Lodue for any refusal to
cbey his orders, miven in eenformity with the Rules and Regulations of
the Associatum, *nd =uch sommons shall be proceeded wiih, in man-
wer and form, as poioted out herein,

114, 1teball be the daty of the District Master to open all new Lod-

aes in his Distriet, and to install the Master thereof,
115, I shall also be the duty of the District Master 1o see that the
Annual Retorus ave made, and Grand Lodge du s paid by Private
Lodges, on or before the Annual Disiriet Meeting, and to report
the same, and also those wllp huve not paid, or made returas, to the
County Lodge, at or belore its awal meeting.  The District Master
that has pol made his returns shall not be allowed to vote in the Couuty
Provineial «x Maost Worshipiul Grand Lodg:s,  (See G. L. Rept. 1869,
pave 25. line 28.) ’

116. The powers conferred, and the duties imposed upon the Dis-
trict Master, in his absence, shall be exeicised and performed by the
Distriet eputy Master, and in the absence of both, the senior otficer
present at any district meeting, shall pre-ide, and shall huve, duiing
tne st of the Lodge, and for the purposes thereof, all the powers
of the District Master.

117 Seven members shall be necessary to form a quorum,

118. No member shall be eliible for election as Distiict Master
unless he has the Royal Scarlet D greo s nor can any one be a Distriet
Master who has no first recewved that degree.

119, Ata District Meeting, o fee may be established for Distriet
purposes. atl when so estublished, the Lodges and Oflicers within its
limits shall-be held Lable tor the same, in the same manner as all
other fees.

120, Any person being an Orangeman, and having withdrawn lrom
cor stant innd regutar attendaice, by certificate or otherwise, ard there-
after being deemed guilty of any crime unworthy the character of an
Orangemau, his ease shall be considered by the Disuiet Lodge 3 and
if, after sueh e nsideration, it shall be decided that the chatge mivo'ves
expulsior, then he shall be nonfied ty the District Secretary that the
charge or charges will be heard and examived at the next ensuing
Comnty Lodae, and that he is required to appear with his certficnte,
10 answer such chorges,  In case of his non-appearance, and proof of
the service of the notice having been made; then the deciswon of the
Distriet Lodee as to the peculty of expulsion shall be confirmed, and
notive thereof shall be given to all paities concerned.

121, Each Di-triet Lodge shall have power to frame By-laws (not
contrary fo t's Constitution) lor ils own guidance.

122, Mot le:s than three Privite Lodges shall, in all cases, be
nececgary . oy stitnte a Disriet, .

123, No Masier or Secretary of a Privato Lodge, that have not
mede their returns shall be allowed to vote n the District Lodge.  (See
G. L. Rept. 1869, page 24, line 46.)

PRIVATE LODGES.

124. No new Lodge shall be opened until a Warrant has been issued
for it, and no Lodge can open or work unless its Warrant is placed in

some’ conspieuous part of the room, so as 1o bu- easily seen by the
Brethren,: - : o T




