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proposel lIipurial Iighw'ay froin Eng-
land, across Canada to Australia and
the East. Tle'se three thenies vill
u11(loubtedil sug'ust others of a cog-
nate claraeter: but it is not m11y pur-

Pose to speculate. Were there no
otlier mnatters linging on them, these
w'ould still be sutticiently weighty to
mnark the Coniferenue with very great
importance. lI the first place, the

quIstion of trade relations iivolves a
iatter of great moment to the Aus-
tralasiant Colonies whieh ean only be
dealt wîth jointlv. Unlike Catiada,
thev cannot give preferential treat-
mlenit to an1Y outside counitry, although1
laving thue powur to discrinat'
against each otlir to an unîlîîimited ex-
tulit. This bar in their respeutive
constitutions pruvuits them fromt mak -
ing a bargain wi th Canada on the
basis of mutil concessiolis, no iiatter
how anxious they may be to do so.
For example, if tlev made hunber
free in returi for sole corresponlding
freedoim in our market, the United
States and othieri lunber exportinig
couintries wol be able to take ad-
vantau of the ar'i(r emiient without
giving anting back. This disabilitv
woulld lie at thu vyul", threshold of all
trade discussions, and its reioval
wold he one of tIe prime objeets of
thu Convuition. Tis would carrv
witl it the mevans in detail hvy wlich
I'eiprocal trale could bu stiiiiilated,
an>d w'oull pave the way for a careful
review of the ieeds of ecai. Ali this
fapplies witih equal force to Souitli
Africa.

Tie Pauitie calte project was tirst
iooted bIy Sanford Fleming, Esq.,
C.31.G., of )tawa, and has been advo-
iated by that uminent engineer with
1111uremiitting zeal for tle past twelve or
thirteen years. As a practical neces-

sity, it lias spriung into first-rate iii-
portance by the estailisliment of the
Illle (if stealieS Cawe n alada alnd
AVustralia. At the present ime, a
tuessaus frni) t'lis (mit A t tie A-

tipodes umiist cr1oss the Atlantie to
EnglaidI, thlt'lle by ninerous landI andI

cable lines to Egy'pt, amid through te
Red Sea and Indiant Ocean to Bombay
thence to Singapore, to Java, to the
extreme north-eastern coast of Aus-
tralia, and over the great dusert of
that continent to the great commercial
ceitres of the colonlius-crossing tlhru
continents, and coing a total dis-
tance of nearly 20,000 miles. For a
short dispatcui, this Imeans a cost of
about S5 per word, and to mnake mat-
ters worse, the line of nuîinimnication
is controlled by a mlionopoly which
lias w'runig millions of dollars from the
Australian colonies during tie past
ifteen years, anidi made for itself a

vast fortune. Thie Eastern Extension
Company owmns 18000 miles of tele-

gr'aphlines, extending to Egypt, lIdia,
and Ciiiia, and fron the subsidies and

gtuairantees whici the' have drawn
fromt the Australasiai colonies alone,
it has more than paid tie entire
almuinal working expenses of tiat vast
systemî. Last year the Company add-
ed> lipwards of S500,000 to a reseive

wi,'cl already anmunts to more than
.00,000, after payiig a dividend of

7 per cent. on lieavily vatered capital.
Australia wants relief from> this op-

pressive monlopoly, and1l Canada wants
direct telegraphiic coiiuiiuumcation
across the Pacifie at reasoniable cost, as
the necessary complement of the comn-
iuuiication niow hiad by a first-class

line of steamers.
For niilitary reasons, Great Britain

also requires a cable to the East, the
land portions of which shall be entirely
unider her ontrol. 'ite existing lite

passes throuugh several fereign cnn-
tries, and in the event of war could be
iiterrupted at imany points. Thus, it
is proposed thiat the Pacific cable
shoul be laid at a cost of about S8,-
000,000, on a joint guarantue by Great
Britain, Canada, and the Australian
colonies. The scheie in geeral lias
beun conuended iy the Honioraile
Mackunzie Bowll, as Canadian Coi-
mission' Vto Australia, and Iy thte t-
tunt Australasian Postal Conference in
New Zeabui : but it has. and will
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