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proposed Impmml highway from Eng-
land, across Canada to Australia dml
the East.  These three themes will
undoubtedly suggest others of a cog-
nate character: but it is not my pur-
pose to speculate. Were there no
other matters hinging on them, these
would still e \uﬁlcleutlv weighty to
mark the Conference with very great
importance.  In the fivst place, the
question of trade relations involves a
matter of great moment to the Aus-
tralasian Colonies which can only be
dealt with jointly. Unlike Canada,
they cannot give preferential treat-
ment to any outside country, although
having the power to diseriminate
against cach other to an unlimited ex-
tent.  This bar in their respeetive
constitutions prevents them from mak-
ing a bargain with (anada on the
basis of mutual concessions, no matter
how anxious they may be to do so.
For example, i they made lumber
free in return for some corresponding
freedom in our market, the United
States and other lamber exporting
countries would be able to take ad-
‘antagre of the an rangement without
giving anythm;_: hack. This disability
would lie at the very threshold of all
trade  discussions, and  its removal
would be one of the prime objects of
the Convention.  This would carry
with it the means in detail by which
reciprocal trade could be stimulated,
and would pave the way for a carctul
review of the needs of each. Al this
applies with equal force to South
Africa.
The Pacitic cable project was tirst
mooted by Sanford Fleming,  Esq.,
(MG, of Ottawa, and has been advo-
ated by that cminent engineer with
unremitting zeal for the paust twelve or
thirteen yvears.  As a practical neces-
sity, it has sprung into first-rate im-
pmt.m('o by the vxt.lbhslnnent of the
line of steamers hetween Canada and
Australin. At the present time, a
message fron this country to the An-
tipodes  must cross the  Atlantic to
England. thenee by numerons land and
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cable lines to Egvpt, and through the
Red Sea and Indian Ocean to Bombay :
thence to Singapore, to Java, to the
extreme north-castern coast of Aus-
tralia, and over the great desert of
that continent to the gi‘e:tt. commercial
centres of the colonies— erossing three
continents, and covering a total dis-
tance of nearly 20,000 miles. For a
short dispateh, this means a cost of
about %5 per word, and to make mat-
ters worse, the line of communication
is controlled by a monopoly which
has wrung millions of dollars from the
Australian colonies during the pd%
tifteen years, and made for itself «
vast fortune.  The Eastern h.\tonslon
Company owns 18000 miles of tele-
graph lines, extending to Egypt, India,
and China, and from the subsidies and
guarantees which they have drawn
from the Australasian colonies alone,
it has more than paid the entire
annual working expenses of that vast
syvstem.  Last year the Company add-
ed upw ards of $500,000 to a reserve
which already amounts to more than
<3.500,000, after paying a dividend of
7 per cent. on heavily watered capital.
Australia wants relief from this op-
pressive monopoly, and Canada wants
direct  telegraphic  communication
across the Pacifie at reasonable cost, as
the necessary complement of the com-
munication now had by a first-class
line of steamers,

For military reasons, Great Britain
also requires a cable to the East, the
land portions of which shall be entirely
under her control.  The existing line
passes through several foreign coun-
tries, and in the event of war could be
interrupted at many points.  Thus, it
is proposed that the Pacific cable
should be laid at a cost of ahout $8.-
000,000, on a joint guarantee by Great

Britain, Canada, and the Australian
colonies.  The scheme in general has
been  commended by the Honoralle

Mackenzie Bowell, as (Cfanadian Com-
missioner to Australia, and by the ve-
cent Australasian Postal Conference in
New Zealand @ but it has, and will



