(For th: CanantaN [LLUSTRATER NEWA.)
MILDRED VANE.

Mildred Vune! ‘Uhe queerest maiden
Qf all the many wabds I know ;

No one bke hier in the village,
No one like her, high or low :

1 bave watelied ber from her childbowl
We have grown in years amuain,

Aud y comtant wonder to e,
In thix fuuny Miklred Vane.

T i grreen and ivied cottare,
Hidden mid anceatrul trees,
By the fair and manmuring streamlet,
Tunefulin the Sunmer breeze,
Dwelis she with her eripple futher,
A oid man with bair of spow,
Who haad funght his country’s battle
i1y the plains of Warterioo,

oty danghier, free and waywiard,
moresd in her overy whin,

1 of eature, all untutored,
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ed by wo giriish pastime,

od it u eruntry lane,

oy has grows this mniden
Ahe o boy B Miklred Vane.
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ing thronywh the village
Tu the fragrut Xuthimer dawn,
Huw her degs career sround her,
Huw they frisk and trip and fawn:
Wihien she blows der ivory whist
Up they prick their ears in pla)
When she chaeks ber whip utnd pos
M7 they tush upon their prey.
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Mitdred ir a featless tider,
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s wind gi] hoews pot the tortares
Plnt devuar Your amolous souls,
Hor patre .-;:?ri:’:l'.v- st them,

Like e sensbind oer the akoals
Neeloskhie Lns no deshly pussivns,
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GIne o shine ir
Noewe W pray in et sl shadows,
Ever relibate s the child,
A thee, 0 Mitdred ! 0 romp and glory
In ela P freemlom—wild !

fastion’s ray.

Gl protect thee $u thy freskusss,
Radiant in 2y Yeastiy's channs,
Lithe of Lruband pure of spanit
Free from <in and sion's 18,
o thy wuys thrnaieh Nature's dwellings,
Live aud div there frea fram stiin,
And atthy death, the fays will scalter
Wond-guwers o'vr thee, Mildred Vane.
JOUN LEAPERANCE.

RECOLLECTIONS OF RIDGEWAY.

{BY A PARTICIPATOR IN THE FRAY.)

1L
MORNING AFTER THE FIGHT,

Long before daylight on Sunday morning,
Cianelrdy, the 15th hustled out of the schoolhouss
al Port Colborne, and marched silently to a po-
sition alonugside of the canal, in the heart of the
town,  Mujor 8——- (now Lieut.-Col.) was in
commsnd. At a convenient place, near the Cus-
tom House, the Battalion halted, formed columu
of companies and awaited furtherorders, During
the carly part of the night, it is almost needless
to way, # big effort was made by everyone to ob-
tain as nueh as possible of the much-needed rest
anmd sleep, withont which the men had been for
the last forty-eight hours, and which could be
hizd mow only under the sharpest diffieulties,

Owing to the desperate state of affuirs along the
frontier, and the alarming ramors constantly
pouring in concerning the movements of hordes
of Fentans uerees the lines, together with the
nneertainty of information generally, it wus im-

eratively essential that every man should be

wld in readiness to move at a moment's notice.
Consequently, the most stringent orders had to
b iswsted whewr the Battalion turned -into qoar-

{ was the tre that kindled every heart and

be removed : shovs must remain in our feet and
shakos on our heads ; belts, with bayonetattach-
ed, and eross-Telts with peuch full of mmmunition,
must all remain on the person, and none of the ac-
coutrements were allowad to be unfastened inany
way whatever 1 and, last of all, the ritle, lying
by our side, must never, for a simple instant,
be out of its owner's hands.  All this, though
terribly uncomfortable, was of the utmost im-
portance, for, in ease of an alar, whick might
aceur at any mement during the night, the men
would this be ready to turn vut instantly. Were
it otherwise, many precious mowents might be
lost by havisg some of the three hundred sien
fumbling about in the dark fn svareh of arms or
apparel. Tired, hungry, worn out, the llmur fel-
lows grumbled nor, but gladly sipetebed them.
selves upen the bare floor, and, all in harness,
courted that sweet restorer, talmy sleep, which,
witheut ek wooing, seon enine snd spread her
neygiv spell o'er the seene. Shortly after midnight
the sleepers were arvtised by the dread alarmaand
i ubout as mueh time as 1t tahes 1o write this
sentence. the wen were up ansd o, arvied and
vquipped, aud were stepping into their places in
their respective companies,

Patiently the hattulion stead o the daup
chilly air, awaiting the receipt of the expeted
ordens from the officer in conenaad of the forees,
Col. Peaco How slowly the time passed ;
how long vach moment seanol aan be kuown
anly by theee who stood there, 10 the darkness,
on that dreary, distad stot, The weary hours
ware on, howerer, atd die e streaks of
rosy suulight began to appear in the wist

The wildest excitement provatbed everywhere.
Crowds of people were nwsing ubous dn every
direction 1 it seenied theugh U population
of the whole district had ceuteral in Port Cel
borne and were discussing the prolability of their
honres being destrovol and the town burnt by
the cremy. O the many reparts which had
eome from the front, that whih sestual to gain
the most eredener was to the effect that the Fee
nians hud been largedy reinfurced during the
uight, and wore tho preparing 1o innnediately
advanee on Port Colborne, whick place way, in
many respects, al Gnportatt military point, i

Everybody, the velunteers fncluded, fully bee
Heved that s big Lattle st take tishde
of a few hours. Tt was generaly understond that
Col. Pracock, with bis own regiment, the Ioth,
awing of sowe ather regiment of regulirs, a
tartery of Hovad Artillery, a fow troeps of caval.
v, amd twe or thieee volunteer hattalions of in.

s

.

e Hisi

fantry- indduding  the Tigh of Linealn- was
moving into pesition for attack ; and that the

Queen’s Cwp and the 13th, ws well as the twa
rifte compurides frem Haddimande-all then hving
at Port Cothorne—would instuutly procead to
Join hime Iiisbut justios 1o say that was e
cisely what was desinnd by every one whe had
twken purt ik the srgmaement of the day before.
Smuarting under the ssupposed) humiliaton of the
termination of the previons day's struggle, the
result of blumderivg over which they had uo cons
trol, every mat was glad of the fmmediaie op-
poriunity 1o 1y it sgmin. Avother chanee was
wantad o oand if the twa battalions and the two
rifle votupanies would he ordered into the thickest
of the fivhit, orennld have it all to themselyes,
they wenhd ke it s Bundred times more, Nat
that the fighting vondd beany braver than it had
hewn at Ridosw iy, bt becntine of a0 forling bor-
dering on desperation @ a deteniaination to varry
it through to the exdin spite of eversthing, That
$X-

prossed ftsedf i avery faor, )
The men were starving, the townsapeoypde, who
lived elase by, were noldy deing what they eonld
i the way of providing fuod fur the hungry,
Lut their Hmited fasilities sund the shortmess of
the notice, prevented their bist visleavors from
aceomplishing very much by this pespect, Thers
began to be grave apprebiensions that the Bat-
tadinm mii.:ht have to eave Tefars many of the
men had meesiveid a monthind w Aloat
suntise, however, all nisgivings wore put 1o flight
by the arrival wpon the siene of a namber of
Hamihonians, lewted with provisions for the
men.  Loaves of bread aud rowsts of beefl were
spreasd out upon the geound, and were quickly
divided and devoursl.  Many a hungry fellow,
niyself among the number, coubl searecly refrain
from dropping a tear in gratitide ns we munched
our beef, and reflected on the thoughtfuliesy of
the people ot home. - Several fadies lind alo ar-
rived from Hamilton, and were renderiug valu-
able assistancs in providing for the half-famished
men. 1 was but a bit of a by then, but the in-
cidents of kindness of which 1 was a silent ob-
sepver, on that eventful ‘moining, will long
remain fresh in my memory, )
Early in-the forencon the lotigexpectsd

eal.

DFESPATCHES WERE RECEIVED

Ly the officer in commund, and the result was,
at first, a bitter disappointment to all.  There
would be no battle; there conld be none, for
the simple reason that there wug 2o cuemy to
fight against. It seeus that the Fenians had
had enough of it the day before, and, all that
was left of them ¢ let no grass grow under their
feet” until they were back from whenee they
eame. They hat landed wpon Canadian soil
with the intention of making a glorious con.
quest, and, at the same time, Tiberating down.
trodden Treland,  But handled “too . roughly at
Ridgeway, *'a change came o'er the spirit of
their dresm,’ and i less than forty-cight hours
ufter their nrrival they had heen put to flight
and were reerossing the Niagars river in boats
and scows; 4t every availnble plics, under eover
of the night. i

terw for the pight. Na article of clothing couli

Expecting that the enany would, of course,
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! tiou.
their puspmetive homes with s Hatle delay ay !

conventrate ut some other point along the fron-
tier, and make further mids upon our borders,
our troops had 1o he keptin rendiness for any
emergeney, - The Queen’s Own and the two tifle
cotpaties wery, soon after, ordered to some ‘msl
in the west, and the 13th ‘being ordered to
remain at Port Colborie to guand the mouth of
the canal, the railway bridge, &e., ilmncah:dylf’
returned to barracks. The school-house,  which
hiad been given up for our avcommadation, wasa
good-sized brick building, two stories high, wnd
consisted of a single large roow on cu_rh I\a!\.

Tho left wing, comprising compaties Nos. 4,
5 and 6, oceupied the ground ftoer, wnd the right
wing, companies 1, 2, amd 3, went ;unn:

The generndship displayed in selecting that
schoul-house for o barrcks i3 worthy of com.
mendation. No place could have been procured
which weuld have wiswered the purpose half so
well. The desks and benehes all sbout were
splendid substitutes for tables and chairs, and
:{w childron's copying bouks, ink aml pens did
nively in the way of stationery ; besides, if o
vohuntees felt disposed to do a hittde in the way

right at hanil,

Half o dozen puards, of ditferent strengths,
abont the town, the growul abwout the barrarks
wis put into shaje, and 4 temnporiry hospital
was gittel up down town, into whivh were
plared some of the sk and wonnded,

The Town Hail at St Catharines hud been
capveried into a general bospital, to which ol
the more serious eases were 1o be sent from all
quarters,

About neot, while working at seme {athme
duty, | was called npand, mecd to my dehught,
furnisbed with the necessary pass and erdered to
eseort setne putivnts to Rt Catharibes, and then
socead ot e Hamilton with feur invaiuls who
lmd been orderd honee as heing unfis for duty
U pon uur arrival at 3t Cathariies we frand the
Town Hall sitled with cowfortable beds and
tal wrcrssories,

carps, were already laid up there, and were all

from the surgrons and ladies of the toswn, whe
had volunteered taoael’is nurses. Proceeding
ol, weroarived at Hanilten about 7 pom, that
Suday) evening,  An immense crowd of ¢ity-
ety had sssemblod about the station wnd werr
awalting the re
front.  The wildest rumers- all worts of exap.
gerated reports —had bevy heurly reoeived in
Hamilton, and in cetisequence, the exeitiment
for the Tas twe duys fad been beyond deserip-
Procuring a eab 1 distributed iy men at

pomsibles  Our mrdberiny were the signal o the
news of the armival of some of the partieipators

ey
turn, by
the front.
me bk 1o St Catharmes, and having an hou
ortwe to watt for a trajn on the Wellunad Hai
way, [ concluded :’s]n‘htl thae time SHUedE A0
acpsinianees in the hoapital, Hacdenod thaugh
Pwas by the rough expericnes of Lite, my eves
meistened i spite of me. The Lady gurses nat
ouly  brightsned the pliaee with their presonee,
Lt were duing oll In thelr power ta comfort and
reliove the sutlevers. Tenaeely thos pour ol
fows wire uumsed By fair hands, and ahibough
the patients wirs strangems, what saatterad that ¢
They were sutlerers, and wonian's natpre was
:11;!.0;“”{ tos. Dew imprvm' i by their nobls
conduct, T have ever siner retadned 8 warm s
precintion. of the peaple of that town,  The
regular arrangoments ou the Welland Road had,
of course, been all upset; g, thragh the k-
ness of Beignde-Major Ve of thin distriet,
whem T oaceblentadly snet st the station, ] was
soon after provided withoa place in s freight car,
and was thus riabled to veport myself back in
barracks that evening,  As might e expected,
I wiss the bearer of wany bits of good pews anal
goodd things for a number of the bovs from their
friends at home, :

The Battalion remnined at Port Colhorne for
abont three weeks, and the expreriencr of the
first few days was anything but enjovable, The
Commissaniat Departinent of the Active Militga
was very different then to whatit is now, It
was 10 a state of ebilivion iu those duyva, but has
been worked up te n degrae of perfection sines,
The ey wers entirely destitute of evervthing
except anns and ammunition. . They wers with-
ont wven tin plates to cat off of, or tin cups to
drink ont of and 1 think it can be stated, with-
ot fear of contradiition, ‘that the ouly knife
and furk i the whole barecks was in the pos-
session of Quartermastar Sepjeant Se—ii A nd,
comie to think of i, it was just ns well that the
ritions were uot veey varied at first, and eon.
sinted chiefly of solids (breads and pork e
something that could. he got hold of without
much formality, : ' :

The same stringent onders, prohibiting the
removal -of any  clothing  or accontrements ot
night, bad to be enforeed every day. Wark
was hard ;- abont a thind of the Battalion wers
constantly out doing gusrd doty about the town,
and the remainder, after drifling all day at
headquarters, must furnish e for piequet duty
at night. OCall the guards, perhaps. the plea-
santest, and the one most songh? aftir, was that
at the piers, with the guard-room in front of the
Lunnl Superintendent’s” house 3 und, without
doubt, the mest melunehioly of pll wny that
placed over the ear-lond of hard-tsek near the

Y.

clevutor. Stonchridge, a sninll place, « mile or

of stadving, the wevessary schiool books were all

were organized and posted at various places

steetehers and suppdicd with all the usual hospr-
A mumber of tie Queen’s toen |
and of the 1dth Battalion, as well ax of ather -

revetviug the mast tender and best of tnetiment

ceipt of eliabile news fram the

in the fight spread through the ity like wild- !
We were besieges] on every side, st every
spxions inguirers about the boys

The first train pext moming carried |

1
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two down the ¢anal, way also a popular resort
for the men when off duty. After thefirst week,
thanks to the eitizens of Hamiltan, the mtions
began to be first-rate, ol adthougly the niey
were working hard they were lving well, A
the days wore on, hundreds of incidents, Lumor-
ouy and otherwise, occnrred, which we, na
doubt, still fresh in the minds of all who were
there, but as ten years have elaped since their
aceurrenee, it is hardly worth while to enumer-
ate them.  As the weeks rolled round, the
Feninn cause gradunlly fzzled ont in the Stares,
and, after having saerificed  severad Catsdian
lives snd put our cosutry to an Hnimense ox-
pense, the Amerdean Government wax foreed  to
take such steps as would: prevent wny further
filibustering like what had  oeevrred,  Some
teenty odd days after the fight st Kidgeway,
peace hnd been restored theoughout sur Lanl, and
the troops were then all relieved from further
duty.  After receiving public matks of resp et
from the people of Stone Bridge and” Part Col.
borue, the I3th bade adivu o the old siliool
{ honse and tetiened to Hamilton muel fioproved
inevery respect by the shorteampaign, T
diately wlter arvival, the Battalion was vioertadn.
cd atl Tuneheon ta the Drill Shed Ly the vitizens,
ardd the heatts of thuse bronzed by were mads
cwarin by the weleome, 8o tepainated the ey
Ppericnee of the T0ih Battadion tn connest g witl,
the Fenian ratd of 1860,

wo rrrors baving beea divoverad in
the fiest paper, Lasn ol of an oppertuny 1.
COFTiCt Xllvm. Pasvidentally omittad to inatu
amang the velusteers whe touk part i the
Ridgeway fight toe gadlsnt Cadedena Ritle Com-
pany 5 oatel [ wonld alsostate thiat thaa et s
of the 13th who had beerc on duty at Wideor
wire also present in the skinnih, fuoving netaen.
ed to Huuthton a fow davas previvus to the e
prture of the 18t for the frant,
WO R, MoM
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THE STARVELING OF THE LIGHT
BRIGADE.

T peaders doubithess peneaster 8
}m]‘hahwi st WerKs g, of 1
mnortal Light Urigads, whe b
in Fgland saniey ad
sadd o have been desianad by the
v dingruee 1o the War Oftiee.”
Paarenntee Yerses were pubdihied on the

catid they went the rounds of the press A o
Ctleman oF this vty writog e oa fegomd in Lepdon
Cealled hisuttention to the stery, sl his tnend
Dhavinge made inquiries @t Proped puariees,
wivte back the Hdjowing, wi we
caliowed ge cupy, and to whish we call attewtion
as patting a new facr on theatfuir, " o
to the present cuse, o jeragoipb o appe
s the 0 of 15 Thovmber, 1875, oo
ing an explanation of the Secretary of ©
Hewpital to the following offect . tdohe Tsga.
Pirick served T4 vears, Jduring which the Le was
six times brought to trial for desertion, inwalor-
sabination wad habituad drankesness,
being brosght up 43 times for every wert of ol
foree, showing him 1o bave et o worthivsa
seldier whom anvy Comnssreding officer would fa
whad te get 1t of. AL the time of L hincharge
he wanted not four but seardy ton veans Lo oitae
plete e time when b would bave tevientithed
to, not Is bloa day, but Sd0 The nman be
longed to the dth Dirageon Guand” ™
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ROUND THE DOMINION,
Buesingss in Hamailton e sabd to b mpaaoving,
Dresinentais provailingextensively in Mont-

renl,
Tur Newfouudlaud wal fsdiory s not s
faiiure pa reported, Avernge baloire belng mals.

BT

ONTAKIo has sent fltvesix car Toads of joenls
tir the Centennial Exhititien.

AT Ottawa e fredhet was very severe and
many milldans were carrtel awy.

Cosmprpiasy County, N S, lumberoien cut
20,0080 feat of Jumbier Juring the puast selater,

Tris said the Grand Trunk Rathsay Coppony
will shortly Jay & second track Between Tammnto wied
Montrenl, ’

CoNstOERARLE fujury has been done o the
milldams on the Ceedit River in the counties of Peed
and Halton.

Ty Victoria Hridg(:, Mantreal, was theeateu.
ed on the Y04 jual, by a heivy. shove, blocke efice
reaching the Jrun tublog through whick trains tun,

CSixry-three Nova Scotians, Swho Jeft e
nearly theee weeks ngo un w smodl scliponer for 1o
ceator, Masa., to man the fahing bonts of thin pont. are
il supposed to have gone down with the veassd on the
phanage.

Gurack Church, Toronte, i in a state of agite-
flon ; the trustees bring vory serlous chidrges againat the
rector, Mr. Juues, und he wmakes: ssme counter eharges
againat them. The Bisbap intends b hoht o commission
of norquiry, ’

~Tur. Dominion  Government has withdrawn
the pénmistion hitherta grantied to Amerlenn steumernto
earry cargo mid passengers betwoen pocta in the Dlomd.
wion,  The ehunge witl affect wmw‘a plytng betwaen
Hoston and Maritime Provinee porte.

Frwany Jusking the Jate Apent-General,
has written to the Montrenl Witnear diprovatiog the
action of the Government tn giving np the inte estiblish-
ment o Lowdon, tnd saying that It ehooses o forego. a
Targe sim OFf money from what seetns to e a totadly une
neceasury and foollsh santimonts

Tuy, Dominion Government will: shortly: isone
Land Serip to tha hall-breeda in Manitolw, 1 order to
enibio them tn take up thelr Jands in that Province. Tt
is n1a0 atatod thnt the valunteer faren there will this year
e redueed, whieh will throw wlarge ntoubier of hod wae-
Taute on the saatket, . .




