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After forced labour in ploughing, sowing, hoe-
ing, mowing, haymaking, carting—and in the
vine districts in the vintage also—in fact, after
this amount of forced labour, when the good
times were employed in getting in the crops for
the seigneur and the abbey, what could & man
do for self and cbildren ? Notbing. 8o as soon
as the dead season arrived three-fourths of the
villagers set out to beg. M. Schneider, the
prévot, and the Marquis Talaru, the gov-
ernor of the town, forbade mendicancy, and po-
lice-sergeants, and even detachments of the
regiments of Rouergue, Schénau, and La Fare
gave their help to the authorities. It was risking
the galleys, but life was sweet; the poor set
out in troops, in spite of all, to look for food.

Unfortunately 1t is not enugh to beg for bread
if one is hungry, but others must have it to
give; it was the usual phrase, « Every one for
himself, God for us all !

Towards the close of the winter a report was
usually syread thatsome band bad heen robbing
carriages either in Alsace or Lorraine, Troops
Were put in motion, and the business was con-
cluded by hanging s number of men.

Just fancy in these days a poor basket-maker
with a wife and six children, without a sou or
an inch of ground; neither goat nor fowl—in
fact, with vo other means of subsistence but his
labour, and no hope either for him or for his
children of a change for the better! So it wa<
ordained—some came into the world noble, and
ought to have everything, and the othera were
born labourers, and consequently were doomed
to live in misery from generation to generation.
Fancy this state of things ; long days of hunger,
winter nights without covering, the dread of
tax-gatherers, police-sergeants, gamekeepers,
bailiffs! Well, in spite of all tbat, when apring
came, after a long winter,’ when the sun shone
upon the lonely hut, lighting the cobwebs on
the beams, the little hearth. in the left-hand
corner, the foot of the ladder on the right, the
clay fioor, acd the heat, the pleasast heat
which warmed us; when the cricket began to
chirp, the woods to grow green again, In spite
of all we were happy in life, happy to stretch
ourselves at the door, holding our little naked
feet in our hands, happy to laugh and whistle,
to look up in the sky while rolling in the dust.

When we saw our father coming from the
woods, with a great faggot of green broom or
branches of birch on his shoulders, his bair
hanging over his face, with & smile upon it
when he saw us at a distance, we used all to
run and meet him ; then he would put the fag-
got on end for a minute while he kissed the
little ones, his face, his blue ¢yes, als nose a
little heavy at the tip, his thick lips lighted up;
he really seemed happy.

How good he was ! how he loved us! And
then our mother, erey and wrinkled at forty;
for all that, full of courage, always in the flelds,
digging others’ ground, every evening spinning
others’ hemp and flax to feed her brood and pay
all sorts of dues and exactions. What courage,
and yet what misery, thus to work eontinually
With no other hope of reward than what 1s to
be found in life eternal ! And this was not all.
The poor creatures bad another sore the worst
of all the sores of the peasant; they were in
debt !

1 remember, when quite a child, bearing my
father say, on his return from selling some bas-
Kkets or a few dozen brooms in the town—

« Here is the salt, the beans, and the rice,
but I have not a sou left. O Lord! O Lord! I
was in hope of bringing back a few sous for M.
Robin!” .

This M. Robin was the richest rogue in Mit-
telbronn, a big man with a great grey bear d
an o:ter-skin cap tied under the chin, 8 large
nose, yellow complexion, round eyes, with &
8ort of bag over his shoulders 1ike a short gown.
He went about on foot with long linen gailers
up to his knees, a large basket on his arm, and
& wolf-dog at his heels. This man went all
round the neighbourhood getting in the interest
owing him, for he lent money to every one,
three livres at a time or six livres, up to one or
two louis d'or. He used to walk into the hounses
and if his money was not ready, be would
Pocket anything in the interim ; half-a-dozen
eggs, a pound of butter, a bottle of kirsch, &
Plece of cheese, or whatever they had. So that
they got, time from him, they would rather let
bim rob them in that way than bave a visit
from a bailiff.

How many there are to this day eaten up by
similar robbers! How many there are labour-
ing in misery under the weight uf debt, and
Wear away without seeing any end to their
troubles! ¢

In our place there was nothing for Robin to
take, 80 he tapped at the window and cried out,
¢ Jean-Pierre!” . )

Then my father would run fo the door in &
tremble, and, cap in hand, say—

“M. Robin!”

“Ah, look here, I have two corvées to work
out on the road to Herauge or to Lixhelm—can
You come ?"

“ Yes, M. Robin, yes.”

“ To-morrow, without fait ?”

“Yes, M. Robin.”

And off he went. My father would come in
quite pale, sit down by the hearth, and go on
plaiting without speaking, holding his head
down und biting bis lips. Next morning he was
working out the corvées of M. Robin, and mother
would ery, ¢«Oh, that beggarly she-goat! we
bave aiready pald for her ten times over; she's
dead, and she will be the death of us all. What
an unlucky idsa it was to buy that old she-goat
~—unlucky indeed !” ~And then she would make
herself miserable. ’

My tather was off long before, with bis pick-
axe on his shoulder. But on those days the
Poor man brought nothing home. He had paid
his iftorest for a month or two. That did not
last long ; just a8 they had become a little easy,
M. Robin came tapping at the window again.
I have heard talk of diseases which wear away
the heart and dry up the sources of the blood,

but this is the true disease of the poor. It is
these usurers, who pretend to help you, and
who tive upon you till you are buried, and then
they try to get the widow and childeen in their
power, What my parents endured through this
Robin is not to be dercribed; they grew old in
trouble, they could not sleep, they hal not a
minute’s rest, and their only consolation was if
one of us escaped the conscription he could take
the bounty as a recruit, and they could pay the

debt.
( To be Continued.)

BOND BROS.,

STOCK & SHARE BROKERS,

Members of the Montreal S8tock Exchange.

NO. 7 8T. SACRAMENT STRERT, MONTREAL.
’ 11-16-52-126.

APER HANGING

WINDOW SHADES, WIRE
SCREENS, BANNERS, RUSTIC
BLINDS and SCENERY.
QEO. ©. DeZOUCHK,
351 NOTRE DAME STREET.

11-16-13-127.
G B “ E L ‘ 805RCRAIG s'rg:'m'r,
ROOFINC. MONTREAL.
08-10-21-52-38.

The largest and best assorted

SHBBT MUSI » Stock in the Province. Any

piece of Music or Music Book sent by Mail on receipt

of the marked price.
farnished with first class IN-

BRASS BANDS "SrROuENTS, ut modorste

prices, and the orders of Colleges and Boys’ Schools
where BRASS or ORCHESTRAL BANDS are en-

couraged, solicited.
C. C. DE ZOUCHE,

INSOLVENT ACT OF 1869.

PROVINCE OF QUEBKC
Distriet and City of
Montreal.
IN THE MATTER OF GEORGE E. DESBARATS,

AN INSOLVENT.
ON THURSDAY, the 20th day of May next, the un-
dersigned will apply to the said Court for a discharge
under the said Act.
Montreal, 10th April, 1875.
’ GEORGE E. DESBARATS,

Per MOUBSEAU, CHAPLEAU & ARCHAMBAULT,
11.16-5-129 His Attorneys at litem.

IN THK
SUPERIOR COURT.

SEND

MENT.

FRANK B. STREET.
Shirt and Collar Manufacturez,

186 ST. JAMES STREET,

Adjoining Wesleyan Church, MON TREAL.
11-16-8-128.

A MAN OF A THOUSAND.

A CONSUMPTIVE CURED.—When death was hourly
expected from Consum; all remedies havin,
failed, accidgnt.led to a discoverg whereby Dr.
James cured his only child with a preparation of
Cannabis Indica. 'He now gives recipe free on receipt of
two stamps to pay -expenses. There is not a single
symptom of consumption that it does not dissipate—Night

weats, Irritation of the Nerves, Difficult Expectoration,
Sharp Pains in the Lungs, Nausea at the Stomach,
Inaction of the Bowels, and Wasting of the Muscles.
Address CRADDOCK & CO., 1032 Race St., Philadel-
phia, Pa., giving name of this paper. 11-11-13-118.

North British & Mercantile
INSURANCE COMPANT.

ESTABLISHED 1809.

Head Oﬁ’xc;_for Canada :
No. 72 ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER STREET,
MONTREAL.
FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Insurances effected on all classes of Risks.
LOSSES PROMPTLY PAID.

LIFE DEPARTMENT.

er Cent of Profits Divided among Policies
Ninety p of Participating Seale.

MANAGING DIRECTORS AND GENERAL AGENTS:
D. L. MacDOUGALL and THOS. -DAVIDSON.
WM. EWING, INSPECTOR.
@. H. ROBERTSON and P. R. FAUTEUX,
SUB-AGTS. FOR MONTREAL.
Agents in all the Principal Cities and Towns. 10-20-$2-24

PARLOR BOOT & SHOE BTORE,

8785 Notre Dame Street,
One door East of John Aitken & Co.
Have always on hand a choice selection of LADIES’
WHITE GOODS, in Satin, Kid and Jean.
10-25-52-61 E. & A. PBRRY..

THE COOK’S

FRIEND

~ BAKING POWDER
Has become 8 Household Word in the land, and isa
HOUSEHOLD NECESSITY

htlu deiv;iry family where Economy and Health are
[ . :

It is used for raising all kinds of Bread, Rolls, Pan-
cakes, Griddle Cakes, &oc., &c., and a small quantity
used in Pie Crust, Puddings, &c., will save half the
usual shortening, and make the food more digestible.

THE COOK'S FRIEND
SAVES TIME,
IT SAVES TEMPER,
IT SAVES MONEY.

ANADA BOILER WORKS,
. 771 Craig Street, Montreal.

PETER HIGGINGS, manufacturer of Marine and Land
Boilers, Tanks. Fire-Proof Chambers, Wrought Iron
Beams, Iron Bridge Girders, Iron Boats, &c. For all
kinds of above works, Plans, Specifications and Estimat
given if required. Repairs promptly attended to.

11-9-52-103

ANCER CURE, OTTAWA, ONTARIO, BY DR.
WOOD. Cure warranted without the use of the
knife, and almost painless. 11-3-52-83

C KIRBY, i

« MERCHANT TAILOR, 378 Yonge 8t., Toronto,
(A few doors South of Gerrard St.)

A Btylish Cut and Fit Guaranteed. 11-11-52-119.

R. PROUDFOOT, PHYSICIAN AND S8URGEON
(graduate MecGill College), 37 Beaver Hall. S8pecial

For sale by storekeepers throughout the Domini
and wholesale by the fact

W. D. MCLAREN, Union Mills,
10-14-30-5. 85 College Street.

LEA & PERRINS’

CELEBRATED

WORCESTERSHIRE SAUCE.

DECLARED BY CONNOISSEURS TO BE

The only Good Sauce.

CRAUTION RGRINST FRUD.

The success of this most delicious and unrivalled
Condiment having caused certain dealers to apply the
name of ** Worcestershire Sauce” to their own inferior
compounds, the public is hereby informed that the only
way to secure the genuine is to

ASK FOR LEA & PERRINS’ SAUCE,

and to see that their names are upon the wrapper,

labels, m;p{ef, and

Some of the foreign markets having been supplied
with a spurious Worcestershire S8auce, upon the wrapper
and labels of which the name Lea & Perrins have been
forged, L. and P. give notice that they have furnished
their correspondents with Eower of attorney to take in-
stant proceedings against Manufacturers and Vendors of
such, or any other imitations by which their right may
be infringed.

Ask for LEA & PERRINS’ Sauce, and see
Name on Wragper, Label, Boltle
and Stopper.

Wholesale and for Export by the Proprietors, Wor-
cester ; Crosse and Blackwell, London, &c., &c. ; and by
Grocers and Oilmen universally.

g‘ To be obtained of J. M. DOUGLAS & CO., snd
URQUHART & CO., Montreal. 10-14.31.6

COCHRAN'S WRITING INKS!

BOME OF THE FINEST IN THE MARKET.

BLUE BLACK (will give one copy if required.)
VIOLET BLACK, copying and writing combined.
COMMERCIAL BLACK, a really good black ink.
BLACK COPYING INK (will give six copies.)
BRIGHT SCARLET, a very brilliant anlor.
All the bottles are full Imperial measure.
We would call the attention of Schools and Acade-
mies to the quality of the Black inks.
MORTON, PHILLIPS & BULMER,
Buaccessors to ROBT. GRAHAM.
ESTABLISHED 1829,

378 Notre Dame Street, Montreal.
11.7-58-92.

MERICAN WATCHES

Tllustrated catulogues countaining price list,
giving full information

How to Choose a Good Watch
Price 10 cents. Address,
8. P. KLEISER,
P. 0. Box 1022, Toronto.
Street, T

No. 34 Union Block, T t
10-14-33-7.

JAMES MATTINSON,

(Late of the Firm of Charles Garth & Co.,)

PLUMBER, STEAM & GAS FITTER,

BRASS & IRON FINISHER,

Machinist and Manufacturer of Steam Pumps, dec.,
579 CORNER CRAIG, NEAR COTTR 8T.,
MONTREAL.

Al work personally superintended, and executed with
despc’~h on the most reasonable terms.

N. B.—Duplicate picces of the Bazter Enginekept onhand
10-19-96.27.

IMPERIAL
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY
OF LONDON, Established 1803.
Capital and Reserved Fund, £2,020,000.
[FENERAL AGENTS FOR CANADA :
TL BROS.,
No. 24 8t. Sacrament Street, Montreal.

CHAS. D. HANSON, Inspector.
10-20-52-49

given to di to the EYE & EAR. 11-7-52-93.

FASHIONABLE TAILORING.

For S8tyle, Fit, and Workmanship, call on
J. D. DRESSER & CO., 433 Notre Dame 8¢,
11-16-52-131.

ET YOUR PICTURES FRAMED AT
- . HUDSON & CO'S,

Corner Craig and 8t. Peter Streets, Montreal.
11-9-52-105 :

ATS THAT R TS,
DEVLIN’S HAT AND FUR DEPOT,
416 NOTRE DAME ST., MONTREAL. 11-13.52-123.

.

OPKINS & WILY,
ARCHITECTS AND VALUERS,
235 S8T. JAMES STRRET, MONTREAL.
11-8-52-99

UTCHISON & STEELE, ARCHITECTS, Valuators
of Real Estate, Buildings, &c., 245 8t. James St.
A. C. HUTCRISON. A. D. BTEELR,
10-26-52-7

OHN DATE,
PLUMBER, GAS AND STEAM FITTER,
ith, Brass Founder, Finisher and Manufacturer
of Diving Apparatus.
657 AND 659 CRAIG STREET, MONTREAL.,
11-8-52-102

Copp

JOSEPH GOULD,
Importer of PIANO-FORTES AND CABINET ORGANS,
211 8t. James Street, Montreal. 11-7-52-98.

JUST received a large Stock of reversible CLOTHES
HORBSES; light, strong and compact. Also on
hand, Bunnel's WASHING MACHINE, Bailey’s
CLOTHES WRINGERS, Mrs. Pott's SAD IRONS, &e.
MEILLEUR & CO.,
11-4-52-87. 526 Craig. near Bleury Street.

J V. MORGAN, 75 8T. JAMES S8TREET, .
. Agent for the SILICATED CARBON FILTER COM-
PANY, als0 the PATENT PLUMBAGO CRUCIBLE COMPANY,
BATHERSEA, LONDON. 10-R5-52-65

ERCHANTS-—-8END TO HICKS' FOR

SHOW CARDS

. 11-6-52-88.  of every kind-—-Montreal.

R. PARKS, PHOTOGRAPER, HAS RECEIVED

a very fine collection of STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS ot

Z ite Valley, 8 vada M in & Niagara Falls,
11-8-52-101

PAT ENTS !
F. H. REYNOLDS, SOLICITOR OF PATENTS,
235 8t. James Street, Montreal.
11-8-52-100

P KEARNEY, GILDER, MANUFACTURER OF

« Mirror, Portrait and Picture Frames, 69 8t. Antoine

Street, Montreal. [ Old Frames regilt equal to New.
11-9-52-104

UFUS SKINNER, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
Dealer in Groceries and Provisions, and all kinds
of Canned Goods, &c., Coruer Yonge & Walton Streets,

-Foronto, Ont. 11-9-52-106
STRATHY & STRATHY,
STOCK AND 8 BROKERS,

Members of the Montreal Stock Exchange.
No.100 St. Francois Xavier Street,
MONTREAL. 11-16-52-125.

HE CANADA SELF-ACTING -
BRICK MACHINES!

Descriptive Circulars sent on_ application. Also,
HAND LEVER BRICK MACHINES.

244 Parthenais St., Montreal.
11-12-52-122. BULMER & SHEPPARD.

P. WILLIAMS; FRUITERER, CONFEC-
« tioner, and Dealer in Canned Goods of all deserip-
tions. 134 Queen Btreet East, bet. George & 8herbourne

Sts., Toronto, Ont. 11-9-52-110
ss PER MONTH TO LIVE MEN. SEND
$5 for Agents’ outfit which will sell for $10
or money refunded.
A.D. CABLE,

10-21-52-39. 568 Craig Street, Montreal,

77 A WEEK to Male and Female Agents in
their locality. Costs NOTHING to try it
Augusta,

Particulars FREE. P. 0. VICKERY & CO.,
Maine. 10-21-52-36.

J. DALE & CO.,
FASHIONABLE MILLINERS & DRESSMAKERS,
No. 584 Yonge Street,

11-10-52-113 TORONTO.

THE FAIRBANKS' PLATFORM SCALE

Stands side by side with the mower, the reaper, and the
cotton gin, as tributary to the material progress of the

world. 10-25-52-68
.

PER DAY.—Agents Wanted
ss to sa All classes of wgrking people,
of either sex, young or old, make more money at work
for us in their spare moments, or all the time, than at
anything else. Particulars free. Post card to States
costs but one cent. Address J. STINSON & CO.,
Portland, Maine, °* 10-18-52 20.




