
THE LITERARY GARLAND.

gult:tetio ba'ving cast her sable mantlc over his do-
1est1e eircle and swept thcm one by one from bis

14rt 1 About four months after the news of Colo-
rillaentrl death had reached England, Belinda

>,walking, with lier grandmother in the shrubbc-
t''which

Ivas divided by a park paling frorn the

Pl 1 When suddenly a military band was heard
Y>flg the grcnadier's march, accompanicd by the

read of soldiers. The old lady wildly startLed,
0h'l f agony convulsed her frame ; she clasped
r a xclaimino'*Ilah

t the pot Who away, but she remained rooted
spot. ho bas not feIt the power which some

Pfo air possesses to recaîl emotions, cither of
lire or of pain, t o brin- back scenes in ivhich we

h& r b
ornd be a part,or beloved forms gone,or perchance

te Y distance ; we may have- heard it sung by
3 When it becomes so interwoven with their

il 1tà to hear it again wben far aivay creates

theare pcuiur perues In alr - wouich

îit 1h the inmost ebord of our beart, and awaken

fu rt"fuî ejaculations to God. Absence is indoed
W0>V b e'8rrwf yet most sweet memories ; wbo

,wi ewjthout tbemn?
tut "h~ ag&in Mrs. H-arrington re-entered the

se Ce

hiae1isht paralytic seizure affected her, from
.4ier ree Only partially recovered ; ber fine mind

ii ba Pbained its former vigour. Beautiful it was

4d Old the amiable unwearied attentions of Be-
1hi1 j~ bOer suffering relative, wbo became after

14 a8t tinies, wayward and capricious ; she strove

erye hea t mitigate ber trials, nor wouli h

fuil t ven to the care of an attacbed and faitb-
tt eherv.ti u constantly slept in ber orati

Yitlers was now a melancboly life for one go

IZ&ýe it the better prepared ber to cope witb
ber 4iaPPOintmnents and sorrows, whicb were to be

'it 8 o-Happily, she possessed a very buoy-
è1 - 'rit., Wbicb rose against each wave, and ena-

r. e tO extract many a pleasure, from a source
itsenlf..e..-and she feit it highly consolatory to

ce are and kindness she had received from
ig4t> ent grandmotber, in cbeeringy and support-

84 '1the last days of ber eartbly pilgrimage.
le 845iting, near ber one evening, ivben a dou-

that iolir 'eVas beard at the door; both startcd, for at

>ij> 't was an unu3ual sound-preseitly the

13 servant, wbo attended upon Mrs. Har-
Y'r etered, to announce thta strange gentle-

CCQ belon, wbo desired to see ber.
i%< trange gentleman," rapeated Mrs. Harring-

8 hoclin be be 111
hik ha is an officer, bc is go taIt, anid go

la t '»rturnedc tbe servant.
li11. t 5>5npertiv, Bertha," enquired Belinda,

1lldMisa Belinda, tbere is somnetbng about,

him whicb tells me lic is in the arny-lClu s'

grand, go like-"1 Herc she paused.
"My son," sighed Mrs. Harrington, mournfUllY.

Betinda laid ber finger on ber 1 p as she looked at
Bertha.

"t1 know ofnone wbo would corne to sc me,'"

continued Mrs. Harrington, in a querulous tone

"nor do I ivisb to see strangers. Betinda, child,

go to the person,. and ask bima what be wants."1

Belinda immediately rose to obey lier, though she

n aturally felt timid at the idea of meeting one go

perfectly unknowil. She took a smatI taînp, and

descended the stairs to, the dining, rooin, into whiclh

be bad been shown. The stranger was stan ding

near the door, on ber entrance, and the impression

bis first appearance made, was alinost startling.

Bertha bad ealled him bandsome, but thai feebly

expressed the matcbless beauty of bis face and formi;

bis deep blue eyes, fuît of animation, gtanced rapidly

t.wards the door, as il opened-thc expression of

bis noble counitenance migbt bave becn considered

too stern, bad it not softened into a smile the most

btand, as be stepped forward to meet the now cmn-

barrassed girl. Hie took the lamp froni ber han<l,

and laid it on the table, apologising, at the same

time for bis late visit, by saying, that duty had de-

tained bim until now.
There waa sometbing in tIse tone of bis voice,

pecutiarly winniro,-Betinda atmost fancied that

some brigbt vision s9tood before ber, who svould

vanisb as suddenly as be bsd appeared.

"cGrandmanla is, 1 grieve to say, valry muet> ai>

invatid," she replied to, bis first salutation ; "b er
erearsaly sbaken-I almost fear, that tonight

she cannot have the pleasure of seeing you-may 1

convey your wisbes 1"
Thse stranger produced a small packet from his

bosom, as be said :
ccI was desired by one, dear to Mrs. Harrixgtofl.

to deliver tbis into no otber bands but ber ovn ; I

received it as the Iast request of hi.y commanding,

officer, Colonel Ihrrington, witb wbomn t bervcd in

India."
Betinda, on bearing these 'vords, became mucli

agiltated ; she .tremblcd violently, and rested ber

band on thse table for support.

"cWere you then indaed witb my beloved uncle

in bis last moments," she said, gazing earnestly in

bis face, wbicb expressed the utmost sympathY for

ber. " Oh how witl she be affected on bebotdiig

you-bow may 1 dare tel] ber."
gpossibly thse sight of one by wbom ber son was

much regardted, may rather tend to soften, than to

agg-ravate ber sorrow,"' returned the stranger;

"4prepare ber for my presence, since my orders to

see neself were strict, and must be obeycd."

Belinda sat down for one mnoment to compose

hpertlf-s5bC prcsscd ber bands over ber cycs, %,hile
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