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Whteh &he accused Wilfred of the murder of his between hin and IVilfred-but the tale was tuu
brother. Ie ordered one of the domesties to con- monstrous to gain belief-nor werc thcre any proots
'eY her in safety to a neighbouring peasant's cottage, or witncsscs to bring tbrward-added ta which the
4r'til the norning, wlien lie would renove her tu a suiL subscqunt condutt .o NVilfred entirely cuntradicted
Ible residctce. In the meantime the fire, by super- his statement. Thus was c a caught ii the
h t4nani exertions, wvas subdued, and Wilfred stood in net ot bis more iiy ceninion, and hc ivas con-
the stone hall of his brother's castle. lis cheek was denined and execuled. A féiv wvispcrs, indeud, were
deadly pale, his lips trenbled-his vhole frame in circulation-a fcw suspici3ns txcited, but none
8haking-yhile ever and aion, he would scowl from breathed themn aloud. 'lie disappearance of the

nteath his large shaggy brows cautiously around Countess was strange and unaccountable; but after
in evident terror. The ruffians had dispersed, awhile cven tbis ceased to be a subject ut wonder.

&fter reaping their carthly reivard in rich plunder. The castie rcmained a disfigurcd mass ofruins-nor
')4ly two. had as yet received the wages of their sin %vould %Vilfrcd ever permit it to ha repaired. 0n
04n on high, being found crushed to death under the becoming the acknowlcd t hcir to bis brotber's titie
urning timbers ; a large iron chest, containing plate and estates, ha rcmo-ed tu Uîe niost distant siluated
adjewels, standing by their blackened and disfigured in the Black Forest, on the confines of Swilzerland

rOains. Every servant had departed except Hloff- A settled melanchol apleared to have taken pusses-
In, who nov broke on the solitude of Wilfred, and sion of 1dm, which notling bad the power to divert.

pitYing bis apparent distress, addressed him in sooth- At tines ha would even exhibit synuptoms ut insanity
g accents. Wilfred started at the sounid of a hu- wbicb alarîned bis attendants, but they wc ac-
an Voice." counted for by the unfortunate circumstances at-

liHaHoffmnan, is it you ?" hie hoarsely murmur- n"Ua l-ofman isiLvonV'he uarcl mumu- tending- bis broflier's death, whicb evidently wveigbcd
"this bas been a horrible night-have you the on bis muid, and tbe încasing habits of intempe.

ghtest suspicion on whom tu rest the guilt 1' rance, ii whicbh indulged, as if to drown thought.
have, sir," replied Loffnan, hesitating. The Many years passei, durirg which nothing urthy

ointenance of Vilfred became even mure ghastly, ofnoteoccurred, until Count Ravensberg's introdue-
lhile his eyes rolled in their sockets. tion at Ilolîctstein, wbile on a visit ut lus new

ho, who 1 Fear not to tell me." friend's, Count %Volstein, wben ha was mucb struck
'The mask fell from the face of one of the ruf- by the coincidence attacbcd to the mystery ot Ade-

ans,» said Hoifmnan; "and I discovered in him lalde's birtb and lier name, and ha desirei luffmnan
artz Wolfstein. He recovered it instantly, and to gicat aIl the intelligence he could conccrning ler,Derceived not my gaze fixed upon him." froin the domesties in tle castle-at the same timc
"You are sure of it-you could swear to it " to b silent un the subjeet of the Countess. Iloif-

ried Wilfred hastily, and laying his trembling baud man obeyed him, and when an repeate to bila the4 the arm ut lofinan. story of the strange lady, hf feft canvinced that sh
Iç could."i Oj> coulil bave been nu other than the unfortunate 'oun-
HIeaven be praised-then we can bring himn to tess Adelaide, tlougb how she couli have reached

tice. My heart is relieved of a heavy load. Now sofar as Hohenstein, or wbat hai become ut her
Us search and carefully collect all that is valu- remained a nîystcry. lie recognised the ring

and rest assured you shall not go unrevardediL intefingerotyoutg A delaïdebutbawas surprised
1r t fidelity you have shown this night." that she bore nu resenîblance to either ut ber

The remains of the unfortunate Count were first parents, and ha cxîressed bis diibeliet to lloffinan of
sOQght for by -loffman. These were in a few sub- ber being it reality their clild. This opinion ivas

tent days consigned, witli due pomp and magni- confirmed by his propusing for ber hand soon atter-
ntice, to the mausoleum of his fathers. In the ivards, and his evaiing ail conversation with Hofl-itervir, C

1 ifrdmc
tl Wilfred itnquired, with much solicitude, for mai respecting ber froni that period. For vhat in-

Untess Adelaide. What was his consternation, Lention te Count bad come in sncb secrecy to the
learning that she liad fied froma the cottage, casUe, on this evening, Hoffan kncw not. He

ed by the doiestic who had brought her was orderci tu await bis lord ith the boat, lvhicb
ter, leavigabcet of value Lu remunerate tbe telelaing a bracejet ofvil ormnrt h i did accordingly, until suuinioiied tuattend hlm in,
ple for their kindness during the few hours she lis dying moments.

Pua ssed beneath their roof. Wilfred ivas furi- 1 have tuî repeated to you ail that 1 know res-
eent in ail directions-expressing deep anx- pecting îîy lord's history," coîtinued the man rising

y for her safety-but ii vain. The Counîtess iL renuains itLh you tojudge whetbcrha was gulIy
t de Was seen by hini no more. At his instiga- ut being accessomy to bis brothcr's murder or nu. I

t trtz Wolfstein ivas taken prisoner, and idei- cutfess 1 tever Lbougbt tu uttil I heard i. ravings
y YJoffman. When tried for the murder of the tomigbt, wbich 1 fear currobrte the statamontb letailod Uic conversation tîmat bLd passed i nadu by larts Volfs it but if oier m baionh ld n

dendadeeue.Afiwwipridewr


