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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Thoe civil war raging in Spamr is being
-carried on by the Carlists with more, if pos-
sible, than: their traditional -brutality and

. blood-thirstiness.  Theso aro the sworn
‘goldiers of the chwroh and are professedly
doing battlo in the highest of causes, Alas
for the cause that has such champions. In
their suceesses, cold-blooded murder has
been tho least «of the outrages that have
merked the progress of the Ultramoutan-
ists in the Peuninsula.

Tho Modocs in their lava beds are giving
their neighbourr 2 good dewl of trouble. It
is only what wo expected when we find a
largo number of themost respectable organs
of public cpinion- on the other sido dezoun-
cing in strong terms the mcessant cry that
has been raised for the extormnation of tho
native tribes. The policy of fair play and
honest, npright treatment hu had as yet
bub o very short trinliu the U, 8. A lmrge
and influantinl seetion of the comuaunity
is, however, determined that it shall be car-
ried througk. Had it heen in force fur the
Iast fifty years tho Indians at the presont
dny would have given Uncle Sam very hittlo
trouble.

The political struggle at Ottawa still goes
on. We havo beon very backward te be-
Yiove thatany of our public men could be guil-
ty of tho conduct charged against the Mirus-
try by . Huntington, but ths manner 1
which, at overy turn, obstacles have been
put in the way of a full and immediate
investigation, by those whose conduct 1s ar.
raigned,complotely staggers us, Conscious-
ly innocent men woald be eager for every
‘partieular boing muost rigidly sifted, an?
that at the enrliest possible day. ‘They
would-say ‘ Espy, look in, we care not, and
‘oublish, tel}, wo care not.”  Wo dn not say
that tho conclusion is to be drawn that from
this continued effort at delaymgthe acoused
in this case are to be regarded ns guilty,but
wo must acknowledge 1t gives tho whole
thing an unpleasant appearance, and will
mekoe muny suspeet who never suspected bo-
fore.

The struggle between the German Em-
pire and the Ultramontanists still goes on.
Bismarck, with the overwhelming majonity
of his countrymen at lus back, has come to
-tho conclusion that Ultramontanism is nut
50 much a veligion ns a conspiracy against
-all free State action and national indepen-
dence, and that cither it or the German
Empire mnst go to the wall. 3o far the bal-
-ancoe of success hasbeen with the * terrille
“Majo" This next move may, perhiaps, be
Jooked uy;0on as quite as questionablo as Ius

_» oxpulsion of the Jeswits; butho 1sapparently

" .determined fo put it through.  All persons
oducated for the Rumau pricsthoud s Ges-
many, and proposing tv eaviuise thoit mm-
-atry-in that country, must hencetortl: pass

" through a full course of literary and scsen-

- &iﬁg {raining at one of the German Cuwver-

sities. Bismarck is detornuned that thuse
“who'go-‘to other countries to receive an
eddcation that hasa direct tendency to alien-
iato them: in feeling from the grewt iuass

_ of thoit countrymen, aad make them hus-

\*Ji_ilg' to the .institations of Fatherlands

. -shall 7not.be pormitted to act as spies and
- énemies under- the guiso of religious mstrue-

‘491, in the dominiona of the German Kuser.

-."qY6 foar-tha$ this is caryying matters too

fir.and that it Jooks mightily like perscew -

{iio3.. To-bo sure, theso pricsts aro Stato

. ;gﬁpﬁﬁdiai'ipg, aud o :Stato; may claim to
Itave aright to say on what terms it will
" goniinne topay- tl-a-salarios of so-called re-

‘ligious it "truclors. The only proper conrso.
‘Jiwovor; for Governments, is to ceaso pay.”
dng such stipénds’ altogethor, and vulilpw;z':g.
ouly froe oliishos in-fréolands. If Romaz

Catholio priests plot ‘ngaingd tho .State let

st

tolernto thom and ut tho pamwa  Hma. soy
that they.shall not reoeive that kind of odu-
cation which they regard s alonoworth hev-
ing. ftis, howover, vory gignificant that all
finds of Govornments, absolute and ropub-
lic, heathon and christian, have ape
parently  been  forced to the oon-
olusion that tho presonce of Jesmb
privsts nmong their people is always incoyx-
patiblo with political quiet and national in-
dopondence,  From their very nsture, ap-
pasently, theso stirring Fathera will always
bo meddling with things that do not belong
to them, and it is lit'de worder, thore fore
if they have uften gt Jhwir fingers burned,

KNOX COLLEGE

The subseripfions for re-buildiag Xoox
Collogo still come with gratifymg hberaisty
and promotitnde.  The poople gounorally
recognizo the nood of such o building and
give willingly and cheorfully. Of course, a3
always will bo the ease, there are afow who
do not seo their way to lending any assis-
tance, but these aro very few and porhaps
thoy. will eome in by and bye.

Professors Caven and Gregg are going |-

ta the work with o great nmount of energy
and the people meet them in a similar
spirit.  Upwards of $20,000 have beon sub-
seribed in Toronto, aud; another five or sizx
thousand aro still expected i the eity. In
Guelph upwards of $2,000 havo been sub.
seribed, and in Galt moro than $1,600. It
18 fully expected that each of those towns
will rase at least $8,u00.

During this week the Professorshavo been
at w +kin London and 1ts mneighborhood.
Ve have not beard with what success, but
wo aro qmte confident that tho liboral

friends in the West will not bo behindhand. |

The dsputation comes to Iamulton to-wor-
row, where they will conduet divine ser-
vice mn the Presbyterian churches on Sab-
bath, and meke a thorough canvass of the
city and naghborhood, on the followmng
days. 'The Presbyterian clement in Hamil-
tonis very strong and wo have no doubt
but the members and adherents of the
churclt 1n that eity will show thewr charae-
tenstic hberality on behalf of & causo which
18 so intimately connected with tho fut:ro
progress of the whole church.  We are not

nformed of tha course to be pursued by the |-

Professors aftor huving finished with Hamil.
ton. Allthe congregations will as far aspracti-
cable, wo presume, be visited, and our own
conviction i8 that a large siun will be de-
rived frow strictly rural churches. Some of
tlem have a large amount of wealth, ands
we are convinced,the will to part with, it as
weil.

A new site—one of the best i Toronios
—bas been purchased provisionally ; and 1f
thi=  be canctioved Ly the Genoral As-
sewlbly, the present bi 1dug can be used
till the new one is ready, and be then gold
for a haudscmo sum,as the site is very valu-
able.

——

om—

inisters and Chueehes,

The Rev. Dr. Waters, of St. Mary's, has,
we are glad to  say, seen fit to dechine the
call to Brooklyn, and remains at St.
Mary's.

Thoe Congregation of McNab Street
Hamilton, held an anniversary soiree on
the ovening of tho 2nd inst., to celebrate
thu completvn of the first year of tho Rov.
M. Fletcher s pastorate among them. The
attendance, though respectable, was not sc
large as it would have beon had the night
been favorable. The Rov. Messrs. Inglis,
of Turcuto, and Grant, of Ingersoll, with
the resident Presbyterian Ministers, and
Rev. Mr. Hunter, W. M., wore prosont,
and took partin the proceedings of the
meeting, wlich was a vesy agrecablo one*
Alr, Fletcher's first year in MeNab Street
Church has been an  exceedingly prosper-
ous and pleasant one,—a happy aungury, wo
trust, of very many more of which the
samo thing shall have to bo said with ever
devpening emphasis,

The Rev. Mr. Fenwick, of Metis, makes
perotical tours along the line of the Inter
eolomal for the porpose of preaching to
Protestunts and others whov rony be on-
gaged in construrting tho railway. We
are oblized to him for notes of his last
onrney. of which we make the foilowing
outline: Thefirst place visited was Rimous-
-ki, 80 miles fromn Metis. Two serviceswero
held there, but tl.o attendance was smell,
as -the vailway was nowly finished, and
thero are searcely any resident Protestants.

' The next place was Cansapserl, about GO

miles from  Moetis in the direction of New
Bruuswick. The snow was very deep, and
the difficnlties of travel considerable. The
1most of the journoy wus along the Moetor-
‘pedia road, which is deseribed as oxcellent.

Thero, as everywhere, the ovils of .shanty

tavorns, with nothing-te disposs of but
‘whiskey, were Very manifest. In all that
_distanes of 60 torlox, to all appoaranco, the
populatinh- igvory sparso,’and Mr, Fon-
wich 8° opportumtios of preaching,wore but
fow Id due tifno hoarived at Canarpigeal,

Whore «rvich was held, 88 woll s at.

;,uia‘_he_‘ . 29 on Iis veturh journoy. _
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them bo puoished, but it is rather bard to i

1 En..B. A, P

Dok Hotiees

Goroey IHouss, ~This oxoallont little
magazine for boys and gils is deacrrodly
populur,  Such literature for tho youog
cannct fail to iuspwen thurst for knowlodgo
and atinulato a taste for rending.

Tue Lantsy' Reeostrory,—~This + Hommo
Magazino” is very different in mwaay xo-
spects from tho periodicals usually published
for ladios, It is asafo buok for tho houso-
hold, and wo cordinily comntend 1t fo ovr
readors,

Scuirer's MoxtaLy.—Tho literatare n
aertoner 1s ¢ heaithy,” and the prominenee
given to social andmoral qrestions ia o dia-
tinguishing feature of this excellent peric
odical. Dr. Rolland isvarmbley hiandles the
“Popics of tho Time'  vigorously and foar-
lessly ; and w the current number be dis-
cusses and condemns the plea for suicide
recently advancued by Diof. Newman, We
quoto tho olosmg paragraph 1 another
column, ¢ The Insanity of Cain” is a clever
satire on Amoerican criminal justice.

Hazrre's Macazine,~The May number
of Harper opons with au exceedingly mter-
esting articloentitled “Life under the Ocean
Wave,” in which submurine mystories ave
deseribed in o very popular and attractive
manner. Tho ilustrations to this erhele
are unusunlly good. Vienna. at present
erowled with visitors frova all paits of the
world to see the * Great Exposition,” affords
the subjecet for an aproposartiele which will
bo eagerly read by those who are foreed to
remain at home. Thoe editorial depattments
aro, as usual, full of instructive ard oute r-
taiving waiter.

THe Caxapiaxy Moxtury.—Tho AMonthily
for May opens with articles on ** Omr New
Provinees,” British Columbia and Mantoha,
the latter of which 1s written by Professor
Bryce, of the Presbyterian College, Winm-
peg. Tho erticles contaan much useful and
interesting information, and will make
readers of the Aonthly better acquamnted
with those Jdistaut provinces. Prof. Gold-
win Smith replies to an attack n the Con-
temporary Review,coV2d forth by his recont
Jacture on **Tho Labour Movement '; and
in ¢ Carrent Lvents” the Editor discusses,
independently and vigorously, the most
notable questions of Canadian and g eneral
politacs.

Contributors and Correspondents,

WEAK CONGREGATIONS.

Editor BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTIRIAN.

Sm,—T have long hoped that some step
would be taken moro dircetly by our church
so as that the strong would assist the weak
I know from exprrience  that
our church 18 losing every ycar by our
present system. If our church lad adopted
the plan that the Free Chureh did in Secot-
land, I think we would have been much
larger to-day. To show this I will gi.c you
a case well known to me.  Scventeen yoars
ago, there was a fow of our people settied
m Osprey. They sent & petition to the Pres-
bytery of Toronto, then m connection with
the Free Church, asking supplies, and. stat-
mg what they were able to five. Mr. N,
MeXKivnon was sent three Sabbaths.  The
noxt few summoers they were supphied by stu-
dentstrom KnoxCollege Afterthat Mr.Green-
field had charge of the field. Hegave it up
and it was again supplied from huox Col-
lege by students. These supplies wore only
for the summer. Then we got Mr. Knowles
and he was there five years, but on ac-
count of frost and removals, and Luldg
churches and’s manse,they were not able to
keep him. He left them heavy in Jdobt and
very few i numbers. A few of them are
paying thewr seat rents as regular as when
they L:..d their minister, to try and get out
of debt.  But nuw beng without preaciung
they are gettg smnaller.  There is some-
thing wrong Sn cur chureh. The Methudists
have their Ministers in that very ficld,kecp-
ing stations even where they have i somo
instances only two or three members in o
station, and uone in that township have
yaid meore for'their ability,thau sume of our
peaple.  If Osprey 1s o sample of our
church's new fickds 1 do not wonder that
we do not stand higher in the census than
we.da T admired your articlo on Low to
raise the Missionary income. If 1t was
known—the struggle that tins people has
in striving to maintaiu the means of grace,
and often could not reise their Lread, and
how they are now lcft to sink under a load
of debt that thoy are not abie to pay in thar
present circumstances, some would help
them. If the weak congregations in Scot-
land had beon left in-this way the Freo
Church would have bzen verysmall mdeed,

Hoping that thero are botter -.days com-
‘ing I remain,

A PRESBYTERIAN.

~ {Wo donot know tho circunstances of
Osproy.but as thereis no offensive referonces
to indivaiduals 1n the above, we give-it pub’

ity on our well-kdown plan. Tho ovll:
compldined of 18 cvident, ‘but: Wew 1o pro-

‘wulo & tomedy ?

o
s

.

That - 18. the quéstione—"

UNION.—Ne. 4
THE QDVAXTAGES OF UNION.

4 Auothor advantago resulting from the
Uujon would bo that it would advance th'e
gawe of§God and earnest Cbnstinn‘ity, a8 it
would promoto the ¢ficiency and influence
of the Presbyterian Church at home and
abroad. Tn 1825 there wore notmore than
20 Preshytorian Mimstersin all Canada. In
1830 the DPresbytenians were ropotted 83
50,000 with ome 80 or 82 Ministers: 14 of

fear that the influence of his. gly,
not.everbo onthe side of good ordey
justico and the xights of ull olagses
then speak against the Uniop
aground asthis®  Wo fenr the ip
Presbyterianism arve not anderstop
porsons,or aro ovotburno by other
ntione,

0. Unfon promotas & Missionayy spira:
This has been ovidonced in conneetion Vﬂ'.thi
the several Unons that have {ake

R plie,
Ono of the fixst results of the Uniap of iy

el gy
dibeygy s

on gue’
teresyg o B2

congide, B

&
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thewa in Lower Canade. In 1883 there
were about 20 mismsters of the Church of
Seutland in Cagndindd of the United 8ynody ¢
and a fow others, perhaps about 40 m all 1
In 1881 the Presbyterians had inereased to'
over 860,000, that is about 1,200 per cent, |
in 80 yeacs, In 1870 the Mumistors of the |
Canada Presbyterian Church—viz. Minseters

on the rolt and probationers, number nbout

850, and the Synod of Canada 15V, besides |

of the Lower Provinces,187; Ciiureh ot Seot- |
land 1 do,40; other Presbyterian muustors |
m do.,18—180m the Lower Provinces,mak
ing in all neavly 700 Prosbytevian ministers
and 546,000 people in the Dominion, being
an mereneo of 1860 por cont m 48 yoarrs. !
And all of these, save 18 ministers, belong
to the charclies negotiating for Tnion.

As was to be expeeted, the ratio of 111
creaso was greator darng the catly peitous
of unr Instory than of laie, though tho ac-
tual increase lhias cortinued to rise.  Owrmn-
orease hag also been much greater thanthat |
of somo other churches. In 1885 thero wero |
49 clergy of tho Episcopal Church in Lower |
Canada, and the ishop of Quobee ; and 43
in Upper Canada witt two Archdeacens,
that is about twice the number of Presby.
terian Miwtors,  Thore ave now 483 Eprs- !
eopal Minstors, 383 in Outavio, and 150 1n ¢
Quebee.  If all the Presbyterian Chwches |
were united wo would have nearly 700 mun- \
1sters under 0.0 General Assembly. Yea, |
wo might ere long expect to have o Gener. i
al Assembly as laxge as the Church of Scut- |
land before the disruption, as o great in-

with the rapd inerease of our people.
may and do Liope that the time is not fur

meot in turn at Hahfax, N. S., St. John, N.
B., Quebee, Montreal and Toronto. '

It i3 indisputable, other things being
equal, that a strong chureh has far more

Our amted resources woutd bo- under inore
cfficient control, and our leading minds be
called to positions of wider influence, and as
the result of this their own resources would
greatly inerease, as our peoplo would have
moroe confidence m the management of a
large and influontial body. We would then
have more puwer to advance the cause of
Christ, and of Scnptural Chnstianity at
home and abroad.

5. Thas Unton would promotoe the iuter
ests of good order, hberty and progress in
Canada  Presbyterianism lhas done much
in this respect for overy country where 1t
prevads, It has contnbuted largely to the
staud, industrious, orderly, law-alading, and
‘hberty-loving ciimracter of tho people of Hol-
land, Scotland, Ulster, and of the Presby-
teriaus of Frauce, Switzerland, Germany,
Hungary, tho United States of Ameries,and
tho British Colori :8.Presbytorinmsm!secures
and combines Iberty and order 1n a very lugh
‘ degree. It proseats i its vwn guvernpent
the model for the Iepresentative system,
whteh secures yustice to all classes, as every
man is tried | his peers,and also by abody
of impartial judges. It is opposed buth to
desp tism  aud lawless democracy. The
sironger wo can make such n system the
better for any country. The people of Scot-
land owe nearly all thar greatness and .
fluenco among the uations to the Presby-
tersan Charch, 1t 1s since the Reformation
they havo beeome distinguished, in conse,
quenee of the cffurts of Jukin Kaox and the
Prechyterian nuuisters to vromote the eda-
cation of the masses, and the general cle.
vatim of the people.  This enlightened and
patriotie spiit,combined wath sound doetri-
nal teachiug has been the chief source of
| Seutlaud s uoble position among the na
tous of the earth. 1t 15 not the great ablity
of a few, but the general mtelligenco and
moral slevation of thie masses that give a
Lugh character to any nation. Let us then
endeavour to do for the Dominion of Can-
ada what Presbyterianism has done for
Sactland, Ulster and other Jands.  This we
can only -accomphsh by untting all our
Jorces and resources.  We novor can take
tho lugh position winch itis our duty toseek
while divided suto cornparatively small and
weak bodies, Tlus 1s alge the opinion of
somo of the s .ding nunds of tho country,
‘not especially interested in thus mattor. A
large body has more wifluence afd- attrac-
tive power. A munisterat o late Anti-Union
Inceting in Toronto argued agmﬁst ‘Umon
beeanso it would bo used forpohtical pur-
poser. 1t is strange, indeed, to hénr sneh
langiage. froin a  Prosh ‘
‘Ahovp all: ‘thurches, “the Présby tefian
: «n?qlds wmterfering 1w party “pubities--hér

peoplo baing found 1 conncetion with -botly
+ parties, *41: Minis

I

puwer for good thana small, weak church. ¢

yteran .mmistor *

Docs.any Preshytor.an. minister |-

Synod of Ulstorwiththe Secession Sym,dw
o greatly inerensed missionary spirit jy th

Presbytertan Church of Ireland, whinly 1y . R

at oncoe to their sonding forth sove,
sionarios to India, (where the Trish Gen
Assembly hias now o good stafl of Mig
anies), and te the Jews i Burope ang
though Foreagn Missions had not Previously -
received much nttention from cithor brareh

of that choreh,  Thoy also took a far ge

ing.
Asiag |

ot A
S

h B

A

Ibyeuy 18

ral mie BN
ers] By

: o N
6y wmterest iu the welfare of their owy peopls R

somo 10 othoxs, 5310 ; Presbytoann Clurel | wwho ha 1 gone forth to the various Drive, 2
Colonies, whero a goodly number of iy B

inistors ave now labouving successiullyw k
especially injAustralin, Indeed fron: tho tip,
of the Union (1840) may bo dated their 4
tive cfforts as a church on behalf of ohe
lands  In like manuer the missionary spiny

received a great impetus in Scotland frop

the union of the Associate Synod with ty :
Rehef in the present U. P. Chuveh of Seop. °
Tand. A nnble work has boen dono by thy
church in Jamaien, Weat, and South Afrigy,

. India, and lately in Ttaly aud Spain--which -

shows that their Union has also greatly
promoted the missionary spirit ameng both
ministers and- people.

The Union so happily effected botweey
the Iresbytorian Church of Canada ang
thie U. P. Church of Cannda, 13 so recent
{1861) that it is perhaps too suon io war

rant any goneral deduction from its Lrief &

history.  Yot, on tho whole, 1t hasalready -}
borne good fruit and fair to look upon, s
pecially m the way of preventing dispates
among the members of the rospective,Synods
and a genaal spirit of harmony aud co-
operation, among both ministors and peo,

cvease of ministers is needed to keep pacg | plo, so much that it ias beon said by one of

We , our leading ministers, that * no question *
could anso about wlich wo would. divide 4\ 3
distant when the General Assembly of tho | upon our old lines."”
Presbyterian Church of B, N. America wilj !

Since the Union we have made great
progress-measuring and mappiug the'ground
for future operations—placing here a pin
and theve a stake. Yot withal thero has
been increased aitention given to the sub.
sect of Mussions Huino and Foroign, us one
| sy know who has given sufliciont atten.
| tion to the topics that obtained groatest prom.

inence in the meetings of the higher church
court for the last fovs years. Moro has Jate.
ly been done to adjust plans for future oper-
ations than for many yenrs before; and I
| daubt not increasing attention will bo given
) tv tlus matter of paramount importance to
 tho welfare of any chureh, and » decper in-
terest will bo taken in mission work from
year to year. The Union which wo now
seck to accomplish would' enablo the Pres-
byterian Church of the Dominion fo give
ber umted enorgies to this grand and pric
Umary duty of the Church of Christ. Thisis
: uot the placo to disenss the mode of careying
" on the work of Homo Missions, whether by
la Central Commmtteo or by Presbyterics.
[ 'Phe adjustment of all such matters may be
" safely left to the wisdom of the General As-
‘ sembly of the United Churches., We aro
! strongly of opinion ihat-theso oxlensivo
eperations could b mure efficiently monag.

ed by a Secretary and a_Cential Commit:
tec or Board, after the plan of the General
Assombly in the United States, and.tho
Wesloyan Churchju Canada, who couldcol:
Yect correct and definito information ¥es-

{)octing all portiuns of the ficld, and allocatd
. labourers according to the importanco au
necossities of each district. Wo concludo
from the esperieaces of other churches, an
frum the uature of things, that anmeredse
missinary spirit and increased resources
would result fron: tho umon contomplated:
and that the destitute places of ourland would
bo better suppliod with tre means of graces
and thus tho mtorests of *Presbytorinmsit
would be greatly promoted. .

Wero :glr branches of tho Presbyteran

Church in thoe Dominion of Canada_unite
under one General Assembly wo might hopo
soon to witness far greater efforts put fo{th
tv supply the whole of Bntish Americd
with D'resbyterian missionaries or pastors
and the wilderness bo made-to ‘blossom 88
the rose.

!
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AN APPEAT, FOR AID.

Editor Br1118n AMERICAN PRESDYTERIAN,

Srr,—The Presbyterians inCerlow, find-
ing tno Schoolhiouses in which their ser-
vices are conducted altogother too smallto-
accommndate the congregationhave resolve
ed to ereet a now church, At .a meoling
hold on the 7th of April, they nppo]ntod a8
building committee, with instxuctions, to
prepare the m'terial for tho church- duritg
the summer and coming winter, and {0
creet and finsh it the noxt summer..

Although tho land js oscollent, and tho
peoplo very copafortabls, yet they aro no
sufliciontly” wealthy to -finisih 'tho cht_u’ch
-they. aré going to.oract, and intond throngl:
the Stndents’ Missionary Sooioty '.u“‘.]".{_
whose control :thoy ace 8 present, {0 S{J]w‘d_
asmstanen from thowr more prisileged aLe
~wenlthiar brothron, whioli. they liepo 38
_pray wil'-bo gladly lont:

Yours trulyy
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