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Frowm gur OWK CORREEPUNDENT.|

In my lasé Jatior ) oallad atiention te
the desooration of the Sabbath on tho In.
torovioninl Railway, nud the moans nsed
by DUrobyterians and oithers to stop if
pogsibla the yanning of traina on the Lord’s
Day. 1 am glad to gay now that the ro
soonen given on behalf of tho Mnister of
PabYa Works {0 the remionstrances sont
by Peesbytiriana and other eoolosiestionl
bodies is qnite erconraging. It i3 to be
“hoped that tho anthoritics meau what they
say. Ionly know that ou last Ssbbath I
hoard a traia pass over tho read ; I do not
know what* tha object of it was. Onr
Synod uttered no donbtful sound on the
Sabbuth question at ita late meating,

The Bynod down here nad its annual
meatiry¢ the wock befora last, 1t ia the
only one thet muets in the fall on thia side
of the lmo ;on the othor side all the Synods
mee’ 1n the fall,  Dil st moet in spring as
the Sypads in the weast do, and the Assem-
bly mrei o month or six weeka after, vory
mapy w 4 have to deny themselves the

loasurs of being at one or other of them.
hen fuir mopths intervepe tha obj-otion
is removed, The uitendanc at the Iate
mosting was very goad, and mmoch impor-
tant business waa tzansaoted, Collaginle
Educ tion cooupied raneh attention. Many
years uro the Synode co-operated wx‘th the
Governent of Nova Scotia in eslablisking
& non rectsnan Umversity with the laud-
ablo hope that the timo would come whon
the State would sssume the entiro respon.
sibility. Ono of tho Synoas furnished two
Profergora and their support, and the other
one—in all tbree Professors mow in our
united state. Tho institntion, in spite of
the opposition of other denominations from
which better things were expeoted, has
flouriched proatty. Bat the Goveruraent is
still obary about faking it off our hands,
Thoso interested in peotarian institations
still poreist in ealling Dalhousie a Prosby-
terian_College, although it is hard fo be-
liave that they oan be so stupid as not to
know better, 'Pho Government vacillates
belweon it and the seotarian schools,. {that
s thoir proper titl ), which are subsidised
far too largely, and it soerns dounbtful some.
times whether the niggardly support vow
given to Dalhousie will be contibued. We
need our funds for the Theologieal Hail,
and yot wo are nawilling to do anything
that would furnish an exouse for the over.
throw of the only United Collego in the
Province. The Synod told the Exeontive
what we thought of their action ; it deolared
over again what our polioy is, and in the
meantimoe we stand by Dalhousie. It is
rovoking to make such sacrifices as we
ga.ve made for a principle so dearto us,
and be misrepresented at the same time,
but duty first—duty rather than any step
that would play into the hands of the
Eduoational sectaries.

Your readers will no doubt be interested
in information taken from the minutes of
the last Assembly of the Presbyterian
Obhurch in Ireland. The following are the
chief items in statistics and finance :—

Bynods, 5; Presbyteries, 87; Cougroga-
tions, 558; Ministers, 680 ; Licentiates, 51;
Familios, 78 692; Uommunicants, 108,204,
Seat Reats, $215,000; Sustentation Fundy
$120,000 ; Mission Collcotions, 260,000; 8,
8. Mission Oolleclions, $10,000. ‘Total
amount given during past year, 8700,000,

One of the Presbyteries is a Mission
Presbytery with ite soat in India. There
are 18 of the ministers on the roll whose
work is in the foreign field. DBesides India
there is & mission to China, thore ie & mis.
sion to the Jews with stations in Damas.
ous, avd at fonr different points on the
continent of Lurope. A Mr. Wright, a
follow-student of the writer, who has boen
in Damaccus for eight years past, has just
sccepted the post of Educational Secrotary
of the British and Forcign Bible Society.
It cannot be said that ho is abandoning
mission work v hen he enters the gervico of
an institution which has ever been a right
arm {o Foreign Missione tho world over.

The Snstontation Fund of the Irich
Pregbyterian Church while still short of
$he point aimed at, has done good servioe,
Those who predicted disastrous effocts
from the withdrawal of the Reginm Donum
have been 19buked, for every minister gots
£100 nioro now than he did in the days of
¥he Donum.

Lxzuxas.

The Mount Forest Oaso.

Editor BRIZIsn AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN
81r,~m your issue of the 6th inst., you
have & report of the mecting of Sangeen
Preabyt: ry, held to consider the above case.
I do not v.ish to enter into the merits or
doerits of eithor party to tho case, por do
I wish to cast any reflections on the clork
who ecnt yon the report; but simply to
supplement it by ono or two statemonts,
which I think, in justice to the petitioners,
should ve published. Your report is cor-
rect as for as it goes, and I was glad to gee
it a8 & correction of what formerly appear-
&d, whioh was such that no one could
understand it : yet, wonld it not be well to
plsce along side of Prof MeLaren's
wotion, the amendment, and also the yeas
and nays taken on each. The amondment
was 10 tho effect that, ** while not granting

ths full prayar of the petitioners, we request
Mr. McMillan to renign.” When theqyea:
snd nays were oalled, nine voted for the
motion and siz for the amendment, while
four deolined to vote either, two or three
of whom spoke strongly in favor of the
petitioners, Now, Mr. Hdilor, by this yon

* will ses that the sentiment of the Presby-

tery wus strongly in favor of the petitioners,
n?ﬂut the report soarcely “places the
matter in its proper light.” "In fast, if we
take the three commissioners out of the
mattor, we find that the sentiment of the
Bsd:lgoen P’“;',’,’,“ﬁi:ﬂ“ favor ﬁl Mr. M.

an redgn Arge. owsver, I
simply send you the above fasts, and lesve
Jour readers éo draw their own inferences.

Bexctaron,

Rev Dr. Ormiston Lost!

Editor BRITISR AMERIOAN PAKSBYTRRALIAN.

Bix -"u Canada every one kpow him,
Hin e 216 wag n houscheld word. Hisbnrly
forw, bushy head and bursting oloquonce
wade him the Saul of th» Dowminien; and
when he war 1 Hamilton the gutter boy
conld deecoribo him, and guido you to his
houso, Woll, would you believe it, he
eearms to bo fairly swallowed np by that
hnmbug ridden oity New York. AsI wae
“ doing" ¢f 1aest week, I thought I might
onll on him too. It did not sarprise me
that the holel-kesper oould net give me his
address.  Asoeriaining that from a oit,
direotory, I aoon reached tho place with
the help of & strect car, but the house was
ocoupios by another family. The head of
1t was unable to tell e whither his pre-
decossor hud gone. I was dirocted, how-
ever, to the oconpant of the third bouss
from his, as the hikelioat to farnish me with
the nscessary information, He wag as
ignorant. Qoing to u grocer's at the ond
of the efrect, as tho gossip of & nelehbonr.
hood finds free cirenlation in suol a shiop,
I folt almost cortain that my inquiries
would there bo crowned with succoss, To
my great roortifieation I wns again an.
swered in tho nogative, Becing the police
man pacing the streot with measurad
tread, and feoling that he may have boen
doing the same there for yoars bofore, and
who nightly trics every door on his boat to
ascertain whether it is lacked, I thought
surely ho will know. With diffieulty I
belped him to got his $ongue round the
name. But tho blank look le oast on me
required no intorpreter that he had never
hoard it before. I then gave up the soarch
in despair, with the soliloguy, I would
rather be the first man in A village than
live nameless among the shades of a great
oity. Mapoc,

Oct, 5th.

[We heartily sympathize with onr cor-
respondent in not being able to find Dr.
Ormiston. We oan assure him that the
Dr. is no mean personage in the Empire
City. As a prominont rabbi of the Daich
Chwzoh, as pastor of # large and infinentisl
congregation in Fifth Avenuo, as ono of
tho foromost preachers in the United
Bintes, as & slalwart and eloquent defendor
of the Faith, and as one who lends himself
to every good work, our friend sy surely
shars with us the profound respect and ad-
miration we entertain for Dr. Ormiston.
Pity 'tis, hie fhas left us, but our loss is
others’ gain.—Ed. B.A.P.]

Some—
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY.

The 16th inst, was University Day,—the
anniversary of the day on which the Ruyal
Charter was granted, in the year 1841,
Regisiration took place in the morning.
In tho afterncon the studsnis had their
athletio games. In the evoning the open-
ing address of the session was deliversd b
Prof, MaoKerras, M.A., Convocation Hall
boing filled with a highly respectable audi.
ence. The chair wasocoupied by Principal
8nodgrass, and around hbim sat the other
Professors of the University, Prof. Fowler,
aud Revds, P. Gray and A, Wilson. The
procesdings were opened with prayer by
the Principal, after which came the address,
as follows :—

OUR ADVANTAGES AND OUR WANTY,

Two events huve lately oeccurred, sufii-
cient to coustitute an epoch in the history
of Queon’s College. By the union of the
soveral Presbyterian Ohurches in the Do-
minion the corperation of this University,
formerly limited to members of tha Kirk
in the Provineces of Ontario and Quebeo,
bas boen extended so a8 to embruco every
Presbyterian in Osnadn, whether s homo
nestles amid the Highland scenery of Caps
Broton or lies exposed on the bleak piains
of the Saskatchewan. As a fruit of recont
legislation, the alumni of the Institution
have been acoorded a voico inits affairs.
Through & Council, half of, whose mem-
bors they henceforward elect from their
number, thoy have the privilege of sug-
gesting measures which they deem fittod
to adranoe the welfare of their Alna Ma-
ter. This privilege they exercise, uctapart
from, but in presence of the governing
authorities, who form the othor half of the
Counoil, and take part in its proceedinge.
The Trustees and Professors, who ulti-
mately decide on all proposals, thus not
only learn the results of the deliberations
of the University Council, but also note the
process of dobate through wh ch these re-
anlts aro reached, hear the argaments ad.
vanced in support of the proposed mess-
ures, and becowe influenced by the thought
and enthusiasm of thiso who advocate
them. DBoth these events are caleulated to
oxert a powerful and baneficinl ¢flest on
tho future of thie University. That we
may reap the fall benefit likely to sccrue
from the extended interest twwhich the ono
aud the deeponed forveur of sttachmont
which the other is fitted to produce, lot
us in the first placo take slock of tho ad-
vantages which wo possess, and in the next
det%il some of the iraprovoments which we
need.

This is & denominational Iustitulion.
Wo frankly avow it, as wo esteem this fan-
ture, How mnch does thig circumstanco
involve ? It implies that a particular de.
nomination, while it owns the properly and
therefore wields the control, is responsible
for the management of the University and
Oollege. It is & guarautee fo the publio
that those who ocoupy its Professorial
cheirs, and thus powerfally infiuence im-
pressible youth both by teaching and ex.
ample, by their life as well as light, aro
Christians at least in profession—are men,
who fix one eye on Nature and the other
on Nature's God—men, who sanotion not
the divores of seience from revelation—
men, who practioally prove that the de.
vout temper and inquiring apiril arenot in.
compatible, that he who laminounly ex-

unds é)bilooophy or phlloloﬁy on Mondsy

a8 on Sabbath been & humble worshipper
in the sanetuary. Though denominational,
it need not be—in the pressnt instanee it
is not, seotarian in ite character. We foar-
losaly ohallenge investigation on this point.
The worst festures of sectarianism are s

likely to be found in connestion with a
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non.denuminational as a denominational
Institntion, Theso show thomselves in a
covort rivalry to cbtein controlling influ-
enod 1n the Beard of Direction, and thus
regure the pstronage ai its command
Therois a oonatant though unavowed strug-
gle for pre-ominence, all tho more ob-
noxious besause §¢ works in seorot auous,
ocondnots ite operations behiud tha sgenes,
and pulls the wires in chambers not open
to the light, ‘Phe prooeedings of Bchool
Boards and Cominmitters for the manago-
maent of genoeral benevolent enterprises af-
ford numsrous illustrations of this fact,
Wherens a governiug Board, composted of
the mawmbers of one denotnination is homo-
goneond, is not dustracted by these peity
rivalrios, i3 from colf-intorest, if from no
higher motivo, catholio inits aims. What-
over stigma is involved in tho ohavge of
seotarianisi, the offensive menuing which
it conveys lios in tho fmplioation that its
toachiog is narrow-—its tone intolerant.
Has your obgorvation not warranted the
conclusion thot the alawmui of a non de-
nomnational Institution may in many iu-
stances boe oxelusive aud illiberal, while
those trained at & donominational one may
be obaracterized by brond view, wide rang-
ing culture aud comprehensivoe ocharity,
Queen’s Oollege has a history axtending
ovor ons-third of a contury—a long porio
in the anuals of a young country, Aud it
oan point with prido to its record in proof
of the ontholicity of the spirit which reigus
hore, Not once have wo hisard impated to
its anthorities a dewire to proselytize. It
exacis no tests from—it presoribes no shib-
boleth to the atndious youth who enter its
halls, If queshons aro asked by the
Registrar ag to their croed, it is for the pur.
ose not of wonning them from their al-
&ginnco but of urgirg regular attendance
on the religious ordinances of the Ohurch
with whish they profess oconmeotion. A
glauce ol our Roli of Graduates in Aris
sufflces fo establish our olaim to a non.
eectarian character.  On it we find ropro.
sontatives of almost every faith in Ohris-
tendom. "Wa obeorve with ploasure on our
benches Roman Oatholia ne woll as Protes-
tant. We now couut among our Students
mombers of the Iipiecopal and Methodist,
Presbyterian and Cougregantional com-
munions,  All alike are welcome to the
educational advautages which we afford.
Our Class Honours—our University dis-
tinctions are open without reference to
oreed or clags or colour. Amnother proof of
our catholiity is found in the benefactions
received from time to time from those who
belong not to the Presbytorian ranke. A
marked instance of this has ocourred sinco
we last met in Convocation, Yourthoughts,
I am suro, anticipate me in the mention of
the honoured name of Mr. Watkins—an
attached membey of the Church of England.
Daring his lifo ho contributed freoly to the
revenues of the College—he provided an-
nually for a long series of years a valuable
Boholarship. By his will, fragrant with the
aroma of benevolenos, e bequoathed =
handsome legacy to the University, sad
founded in perpetuity the Scholarship that
bears his name. May the momory of John
Watkios over be revered by the Under.
graduates who frequent these hslls!

These remarks in defonce of the demo-.
minational character of our Alma Mater
wo offer, becauss refloctions have oft been
oast on it., In making them, we diselaim
any intention of aspersing those who
thivk differently from uws—who prefer to
sond their eons to a seat of learning whose
boast is freedom from denominational con.
trol.  We acknowledge an equal right on
their part to give offect to this preference.
‘We admit their claim to be in this matter
as consoientious—as Olristian aswa. Their
beaw ideal of a Univeraity is that the State
should possess the supreme control of its
soveral Faculties. They have perfect con-
fidonos in the health of its moral atmos-
phere. This being tho case, we hold that
every facility should ke accorded them for
possessing such a Univorsity. On the
other hand, if ourmodel of a University or
Oollegs differs from theirs, why shonld we
bo debarred from the onjoymeni of our
choice? Wo olaim_reciprocity of treat.
ment., To shut up all who desire a know-
lodge of the liberal arts and seienoces, to
atterd a particnlar Collegs, or College
founded on a particular basis, is a repro-
duction of the old intolorance, now happily
obgolste, which sought to constrain all to
conform to an Established Ohnreh. Some
years ago, when the Government grants
were withdrawn, many thought that the
offeot of this mensure would be to sweep
from the Proviuce tho clase of Universities
that had thus been aided. But the attompt
proved an utter failure, as might have boen
foreseen by any one who studied the histor
of denominational enterprises. The resuit
was, not to abolish them, as was fond}
hoped by many of thoss who engineoreg
the movement, bnt to place them on amors
seeuro basis, to give thom renewed lifs and
quickoned vigour. The principle which
should regulate this question of granting
facilitios for acquiring a Superior Educa.
tion, we conceiveto be ag follows: whona
considerable geotion of acommunity desirs
» Oollege formed on a apecial model, and
aro able to found suoh un Institution, no
ohstacles should be placed in the way.
The spirit of a fres conntry demands this.
A comprehonsiva toleration prezoribes this
a8 tue path of true atatesmanship, If they
will acoept Qolleglato instruchion, only
when conveyed through a certain medium,
tho interests of the nation require that
these convictiong—ecall thom whims or pre-
Jjudices if you will—ghonld be satisfied.
Better far that they should have this edu.
eation in the way which meets their views,
than not have it at all.  Take an exiremes
oaso—one rot applicable to ns, as Preshy-
terians kave siways demanded  libera
education for their miniatry. A body of!
professing Ohristians, not boasting numeri.
eal strength, ocontent with a low standard
of learning on the part of its relizious
teachers, resolves to establish and maintain
s Oollege of its own,  The snterprise, we
bold, should not be frowned upon. Dang
them their wish and a small per
of thelr youth mnx{uﬂnd their way to ome
of the exisling Institutions. at allow
them facilities for resliving their projest,
and ihe result is that you multiply mani.
fold the number of those who will seek ad.
vanoed attalnmonts. In q:o roas of time
s healthy smulation eompels them to raise
their siandard fo be more In accocdance

with that of slstor Universities. The num.
her of onltured mou thronghout the land
18 fuerensed. By elovating tho edueatioual
qualifioatlen of “their mifnistry, the whole
communion is gradnally litted o a highor
lavel. Thus bonefit nooraes to the country
at large,

Further, this {a an independent institu-
tion. Thie foatare is of nestimnble valas
in n country whore thers provails eo atran,
a tendency to contralization. Tho contre
of our eohonls and academies is becoming
Hmited to fowor and atiil fowor minda.
Ouar edneational establishmenta aro being
swathed in red taps, gradually extending
and tightoning its bondg—Inevitably re-
strioting individual freodom of action.
Thoro {e abroad & morbid oraving for nal.
formity, A bureancraoy is formed of two
or thyeo aen who from a centrs dlotate
not meroly the outlines, but even the
minutost dedails of manmyernent. The ten.
donoy of such & system {8 $0 reduoco the
teachers throughout the longth and broadth
of tho Provinoce fo be mere maochines,
[Tonco wa fdeem it vital to tho intoreats of
Buperior Education, and thus to tho ad-
vanoement of this  Canada of onrs” that
the Univeraities should nat bo drawn into
this machinery, which would bring ail
under cast iron regulations, whioch would
reducoe all into conformity wi'h one typo.
If we follow nature ag our modol, take wo
history as our guide, wo shall find life
ageooiated with variely, The apirit of true
eduoa’ion, which ia not cramming a mind
full, bat brioging out into intelligent ao-
tivity what is in the man, ev.r seeks de.
volopment by a diversity of operations,
Equality of lovel begets stagnation and
death. A dotermination to onsurs nforcod
uniformity becomes the parent of despot-
ism. This principle is specielly true with
respeot to scats devoted to higher learning.
While one aud all must fulfil the funstions
of a Séudium Genorale, each should be
allowed to pursue its dietinetive peculiari-
ties, to dovelop its own spociality, One
may ba formed after the model of the Eng.
lish, another of tho Scottish Universitiea,
An Oxford may be renownoed for i« olagsi-
oal, & Cambridge for its mathomathical
studies. One age may find 8 Glasgow
undor & Sandford and Ramsay, disetingaish-
od for its success in kindling enthusiasm
for the ancient tonguer, another may see it
under & Thomson, crowning itself with
laurels in the departmont of physies. A
Yale may during one generation owe ita
fame to a Silliman, and thus orowd its
scicnco class-room-—daring aunother it may
undor the attractions of a Whilnoy trane.
for its love to Philology. One University
may give the prodomiuauce to Honour, an-
other to Pass subjeots, This may cultivate
a fixad course~that grant speoial favour
fo options. These considerations constrain
us to hoast «f our liberty—to rejoios that
wo opjoy uunrasirioted freodom of action,
Whatover improvements our experisnoo
suggests we oan at oues sdopt, withou!
being tramimelled with Stats interforence—
without waiting perhaps for years for the
sanction of & Juuto geographically remots,
intollectually perhaps still more remots,
joalous of snggsstion from without, and un-
sonnocted by any bond of aympathy.
‘When, for example, deliberation ripened
into conviction that the recent changes in
the course of studies would be & deoided
gain to the student, they were promptly
oarried into effest. And how desirable &
reform there have already proved, ihe
experience of you, gontlemen undergradu-
ates, cau attest. I can speak the more
weightily on this subjest as, owing to my
lengthened absence, I had no part in de-
vising this improvement. The o=rriculum
in tho Faoulty of Arts is now composed of
sloven compulsory, together with two out
of five optional sabjects. These, with the
oxception of & foew which natarally precede
and propare for certain others, may be
taken in any order nocording to the fanoy
or maturity of the student. Two, three or
more of these subjeots may be overiaken in
one year. Usnnlly, and without any un.
duo exertion, all may be auccessfully passed,
and the goal of B.A. reachod in four sos.
sions, If the student's health he not
robust, and #imo be not of the essence, he
may spread tho course over five years.
Or, if gifted with great physical as well as
mental powors—if he possess au iron ocon-
stitution and sbrink not from the risk of
utterly ruining it, he may, by compassing
five subjects in ono session, consummate
an undergraduato’s ambition in three years.
It would take pages, instead of lines, io
anfold the superior advautages of this over
the old system, when subjects were group-
edin years and fatlure {0 pass in ons de-
partmont entailed the loss of a whole Ses-
sion. Now the acoomplishment of this
reform could not have been so fully or
speedily effected, had we formed part of a
system, the whole of whioh must move ere
any part progressed. We possess all the
funetions of a Universily, scoured by
Royal Charter. We teach, we oxamins,
we confer the degres. Ths right to ex-
smine one’s students in their trials for a
degrea is worthy of vindioation. A Pro-
fossor is and ought fo be the best judge
of the atisinments of $hose who have at-
tended his praleotions, The proposal has
f:squently been mooled 4o have one Board
for examining the undergradnates of all
our Universities—thess examiners to b in
overy oase distino! from those who have
~eon their teachers. A uniform sories of
questions would thus be employed to test
the qualifications ot those who have been
trained under different systems, What.
ever may be the case with somo depart.
ments of stady, there are undoubredly
others where gross injustice wounld be
doce by the proposed arrangement. Take,
for instance, Meotaphysies, The laciures
in all the colleges, s0 far as the
history of philosophy is  conoern.
ed, may be similar; but here the
rotomblance cesses. One Professor may
adopt the Hamiltonian system—another
may inouloate viows which greatly modify
it. Ortake Classios. One lioguist may
rival & Bontley or Porson in hyper.oritic.
ism of the text. A second may diap
slegant soholarship in the fasile somponi-
tion of Gresk Inmbios. A third, following
the footateps of Key or Farrar~Orosasn or

, saay explore the mysteries of Cora-
parative Philology to throw light on the
tongues of Roms aud Greece. This lec-
turer may make a lf::hmy of the litera.
fure~that of the langusges of these an-
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oleut nations. Henoe {t would be unras.
sonable to applhy the samo standards to the
sfudents who Dave beon instructed after
thoso varyiug mothods, Moveover, ig g4
hot tho oase that examiners, not (ngageq
in teaching, are apt to becows hu pre.
paration of thelr quesbions fancitui and
speculative. And avery your, a4 it rg.
moves them farther from tho 1 vatieq]
work of eduoation, inorense - this tond ya
—rondors them more amd mors thearat].
eal,  Catoh questions aanualiz asrume
more prominence. The result is: (o give
oarreney to somo short method of solutioy
coinod in his own brain, he mey frams
sach an impraocticable papor, sy in mathe.
matios, &s shall Fluek nineteon out of
evary twonty eaudidates, or ip nlgebra, ag
may rolegate to thoir studios eight7-five per
cont. of those who assayed to pass. Tise pro.
position {o assosiate another rxiuniner
with the Professor wa deem  roasunabla,
This may by advantageous on muy
greunda. Bat that the Profesror ol i
be wholly dissaciated fesm the work of
slamping the cofn whick ho ha« woalded,
wo hold to bo nn educationu! heresy of
musohievous tendonoy, It haa gnined eone
verts during the past generatin theeagh
the csinblishment of the Lacdon Univer.
sity. Tho founding of thet Institution
was based on tho exporimental theory
that a Univorsity was merely an Exam.
tniog Board, established for no othar pur-
pose than to stamp nitainmonts, however
or whoraver roquired, What wo coneoivs
to be n soundor view begins again to pre-
vail.  Profecsor Audrews, in tho masterly
addrogs which as Prosident of the British
Association of Scionce ho recontly deliver-
ed in Glasgow, boldly enunciated the pro.
pasition that the inheront funstions of a
University ia to toaoh as well as vxamima,
This voico of the eminent savant found
echioes amony some of the rost distin-
guiehed educationisis in that Lwillinnt ss-
somblage. In verifioation of this time.
lionoured view ho could point to Ox-
ford, Oambridge, the Soottish, Gorman,
Ttallan, and Atierioan Universities. What
would be thought of tho/practical wisd > of
kim who propored o submit the same
papor on Phulosophy to the Stulents of
Aberdeon, Ediuburgh, Glasgow, and 8t
Audrow's—lo thvse who have imbibed
their kuowlodge of this abatruss subjocs
feom the lips of Blain, Fraser, Caird, or
Flint, and who undertook to appenise the
valuo of the several answers with a view
to rank tho candidates from Graduation ?
Suappose you had in one college & AfcCash,
in & second a Jowott, in & third & Spencer,
and the same examiners should b» appoint.
ed to asoortain throngh the oue paper the
Bhi{osophical learning of the youth, who

ad sat at the feot of thoso—roprosenta-
tives of diverse scliools of thought, and to
estimate the percentage due to each paper,
think you this would be a eatisfactory
mode of testing results ? The plan of hay.
ing one Board {0 preseribe Eramination
papers to the alumni of & number of ool
legos woatlared over an empirs nary be
suitable for these colloges while 1 a atate
of pupilage—ore they have a‘tainad their
majority. But time will prove that these,
80 soon a3 they are able to assert their ine
dependenos—when thoy can hoast a Pro.
fessorial staff sufficiently nunoroas and
distingnishod, will at onee clum U.iver.
sity powers. Wo havo at ths procent mo.
ment o notable instance of t'ns 1 thy suse
of Owene Colloge, Manchoestar, The au.
thoritios of that usetal and risin: college
have recently prepared & statomnns, ably
sotting forth tho grouuds on which they
regard themsalves eniitled to full autono-
my. This they deuirs in the int rests not
only of that largo mart which 1a its seat,
and the populous districts o: TLncaster
and York whioh ouviren it, bat + f highor
education gonorally. Public rtt ntion has
boeu drawn to the foroible rrgnwments with
which that elaim has been rupported, and
widospread expression bas bien given to
the opinion that thoir prayer should be
granted.

It has boen urgel ns a s‘rong plea in
favour of a Central Doatd of Exnminers
that such a step, 1f sdopted, wm'l have
tho effeot of raixing the valae ot o Caudiun
Dogros, especinlly when the Graduate wens
abroad into the literary markets of the
world, Wo admit that at the fivat blus thus
secms & well-laid argument ; but examine
it closoly aud it proves illusive. What taa
Degroo in Arts? Itis a stamyp placed
after oxamination upon & student, indica'
ing the oharactoer, and in gome weasury the
oxiont, of his attainments. It ought also
to bo a sign and seal, aliesting that for
sevoral yoars he has altended a College
class-rooms, pursning au extonsive and
varied ourrioulum, and thus, by healthy
discipline, developins hig intellectual pow-
ers. Now, of all variable qualities, sucha
Degreo is most variable. Aun approximate
estimate of its worth might be formed, if it
were aunivorsal oustom to append tothelet.
ers of the Degreo tho name of the University
from which it has boen recoived, Eventhen,
it would not bo s0 capablo of appraisement
ag that you could infer tho preose amount
of learning of which it was sn index.
What a wide range may thore be in the
value of the eame Degroe from tho same
Unlversity{ I may be won trinmphautly
with first-class honours, or barely grasped
by anotlier who, after & desporate struggle,
has reached the minimum in Pass.
may rapresent any grade of roholarship
from 99 down to 34, or, in some Institulions,
25 por cent, of the maximam, Take the
aase of an Oxford Degres. From the cabs-
listio lotters, B.A., Ozxon, sfiixed to his
name yon learn that au individual hag the
imprimatur ordthe ant;fenlt a’nd noble‘l ,gm'
versity stamped upon his literary qualifica:
tions. ~ Bat ?l‘:a exact importance atinched
to this symbol oannot bs defined unless we
are in possession of many details. To ap-
praise it fully we must know whether he
achisved Honours in seversl schools or
merely soraped over tha bar as a simple
Pass man. The former would indioals
brilliant {alents and rips scholarship—the
Intter very humble powers and ordinary
sttainments. One , howover,
would enable scholars all the world over {o
recoguize,—it would show that for some
yoars he had breathed a sohiolastis atmos-
phou—‘th:g his xnglsl’m &om were .:i!‘::
cised at & tho o gymn
—that he was mgjm {0 inflnenoces produoct.
ive of intellectual oulture and litarary grace.
The only ocountry whers the system of



