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THE UNION QUESTION—DELAY
CONDEMNED.

Fditor Bremisn AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

Dear Sis,— Since the meeting of the
Assembly of C. P, Church there has
been, as was naturally expected, & lull
in the diseussion upon thoe terms of the
proposed union between that church
and the Prosbyterian Church of Canada
in conneetion with the Church of Scot-
land, or more simply the Kirk.

It is not intended to open up again
the discussion of the terms of union;
but the time contemplated before it ean
tako cffect is swrely o matter of such
importance ag todeserve the most earn-
est considerntion, For this reason T
would ask the faveur your columns to
bring this matter more fully before the
notice of both churches.

I cannot but feel thet, tho longer the
decision of the Assembly is looked at,
the less will it staud the test of calin
reflection and carsful examination. Just
notice the position of our Chiurch in this
matter, First, the doctrinal mticles of
the basis of union, generally by far the
most dificult to settle, have been agreed
upon. Next we wish, nay, the detor-
mination of our Church to unite with
the Xirk lhas been unmistakeably ex-
pressed in the Assembly by voting down
every motion andamondment that threat-
ened or way intended to postpone nnion
indefinitely. Lastly, it has beenagreed
to adopt Morrin and Queen's Golleges,
the greatest difficulties m the way of
union, in the relation they now stand to
the Church, and all the Theological
Schools at present connected with both
bodics. Why then delay threo years?
The all controlling reason is, to raise a
certain amount of money. All other
reasons fre unimportant compared with
this- I admit that the motion of Dr,
Pioudfoot does necessarily require v dé-
lay of threo yenrs. But itahnost cer-

have their passions and prejudices like
other men, and they are not generally
slowor to act npon them

Third—Suppose the amount of money
be not raised.  Suppose the opponents
of union trythis plan to put it off
What then 2 Shall we be asked to de-
lay one yoar more, for o final effort, or
two, or perhups three? Op shall we
onter into 1* at last withont the money,
confessing failuve, with a loss of pres-
tige, and, to o certain exient, of self-
respect 2 Tho Kirk liaw indeed a large
funded ecapital. We lave not. But
hiwve we not hitherto maintained all the
Schemes of onr Chureh in as vigorous a
state of ‘efliciency, to sny the least, ag
theirs, and can we not coutiuue to do
s0? It is that andnot the mere amonnt
of money that cither we ov the Kirk ma
have in our possession that should en-
title either party to enter into union
upon an equal footing pecuniarily.
y Could the Kizk puint tu any of the fmi-
portant Sclicmes of our Charel lanznish
ing and dying out for want of sufficient
support, then we might for deconcy's
sake wish to wipe oat that reproach,
and they might fairly ask us to do so.
But happily we are not in that position,
It ought to be distinetly kept in view
by all, which wag very little noticed in
the discussions in the Assembly, that
this is not & partuership for earryiug on
business merely in which capital iz of
the last importance, but a union of
Christian forces professedly advancing
tho cause of Christ., If this is really
the high and single object tor which
union is desired, money diflicultics ought
ot to be difficult to surmount.

Fourth—There aro a multitade of
woak congregations and bhalf-starved
ministers all over the country in both
bodies, the consequence of nur disunited
state. With respect to such congregu-
tions now vacant, or which may become
80, low are we to do? DBoth parties
feel it exceedingiy undesirable to con-
tinue this stato of imatters, and could
anion be brought about speedily, it
would come to an end in many places
‘et once. DBut if delayed three years
neither party con ask congregations to
wait 50 long for a union that after all

tainly does. I feel certain that thefeel-
ing in the minds of n great majority of | may not take place. And so we must
the members of thenegotinting churches | go on crushing the spirit out of weak
b this decision, is oncof regret, surpriso ; congregutions and out of poorly paid
and disappointinent. Thero ought to | ministers.

be very grave reasons indecd to warrant {  Fifth—~Delay is equelly injurious to
it. Inorder to justfy such a step it
should be shown that the money wo

strong feeling of the Chureh upon this
subject, sinco the basis of wnion has
never been submitted to the Chareh ut
large, that all Presheterios and $Ses.
sions in favor of wnton will make thewr
voico heard, and thewr deteriniuntion for
& more speedy nunion felt in tawe consti-
tution of next Assembly.

Trusling, sir, that your knnwn mter-
est in this matter will excuse mo for
askiug so much of your valnable wpce,

! I remain, yours truly,

W. D. B.
Whitby, January, 1872,

THE UNION.

Llditey Bririsit Amenicax Presnyteriay,

Dear B1r,—1 seo from the Prospectus
of your Journal (the appearance of which
I heidl wish muaen satisfaction, and from
which I hope our church will reccive
great beneht) that you ave fully com.
nutted to the ¢ movement for Presby-
terian union, alrerdy so auspiciously in-
augurated.” Although I may differ in
my estimate of the auspices of the in-
auguration, I am very happy to find
you prepared to take a decided and clearly
defined position.  Yon also pledge your-
seif * to use all proper means likely to
disarm prejudices, reconcile differeuces,
and removo obstacles to the emly con-
sununation of so ldesirable an object.” T
presume you regard free discussion one
of those proper means, and I amn confi-
dent, that so long as you give a place in
your columns to opinions on both sides
of public questions, no right hearted or
liberal minded man will refuse you his
continuance and support, beecause your
opinions are decidedly or strongly op-
posed to his. Allow me then tosuggest
one or two difficulties which must be
fauly looked at, and what perhaps you
may call prejudices which should be kind-
ly and generously dealt with, if n har-
monious and happy union is to be ac-
cemplished.

1 would premise that no argument is
f needed to couvinee my that uniou 1s in
itself desieable, nay a duty; and that
great benelits would accrue to our com-
wmon Presbyterianism therefrom. Al
declumation on this pointis wasted breath

f holding opposite opintonsun these que-
- tions who nevertheloss agreoto preserve
, the colleges, &,y *-on terins il condi
tions liku tu thussunder wluck they nes
exist,” wnd also to wnderstaml +* that wll
vthar matters pertaining to the eollegos
be left for the adjustiuont of the United
Church,” Some interpret this asin
cluding amoung tho other wmatters, the
abolisling of faceultios, the changing of
the constitutions of the colleges and of
thewr velation to the church. This oth-
ers deny, yet both parties support the
resolation.  low do yuu auswer these
questions ?

2. Is the Uniou tobe delnyed until the
$250,00 for our Theological Colleges is
raised, and the endowment of Queen's
College 15 completed ? or may it be cun-
summated withw the * three years”
mentioned in the resolution?  Many
voted for the resolution because anpar-
ently, union was not by 1t delayed ;

1t gave three years for consuderation.
Winchinterprotatson Mr, Editor isrighit?

8. Simply noting that the sccond
clause of the resolution does not conmit
oither Church to raise a ceut for endow-
ments, but deals only with the eforts
and erpectations, Iaskdoestheelause “so
that neitlier it {Quen's Colleege) nor the
Theolngicnl Institutions referred to,
tnay be o burden to the United Church,”
mean, that the United Church shail not
be required to afford pecuniary support
to those mstitutions ? orts Queen's Col-
lege to be hercafter as much entitled to
support as our Thenlogical Institutions?
Those who hold both opinions support
the resolution, which opinion 18 right ?

4. The resolution infirms the negoti-
ating ,Churches that this church * still
adheres to its repeatedly expressed op-
pusition to Statr grants for Denomiua-
tional Colleges in these provinces ; and
further instructs their committees to
ascertnin whether there is a definito
prospect of harmonious action in the
Umted Church in this matter.” Is
this intended to be a practical issne. In
other words does the C.P. Church in-
tend to make the aceeptance of*this
position by the United Church a condi-
tion of union? or was tlus tacked on

wlile quite asmany supported 1t, because |

andom Beadings,

Hudaing u false note of alarm w une's
enr ovuly inecicasos the balality of lis
fulliug to real danger,

i We go through Lfe Like w man with o
i datk lantern, tHeowiug hght ouly onthe
i few steps Dbefore; bat wince, httle by
+hittle, all the miles ol 1nystenoas dark-
{ tess that stretedc buyond our sight will
o beeomo tho fuw steps befure s, the light,
| thank God! s envagh for the whole
i way.

¢ o called to Him whom Ho would."?
This put Bunyan into a great quirk;
for thought hie, * Thou caust not like
me, Lord ; but eall e and cure me, X
peay Thee.”

Here are both the anna, and a
golden pot to keep it 1n,—truth lnid up
n a pure conscience.—trurnull,

The Lnglish Wesleyans found it ex-
pulicnd sutne time stuee to adopt the
pulicy advoented lately in our own
Chuarely, of organizing move distinetly
their home mission work. 'The London
Wuatclonan says

“The aspect of affairs beeamo very
| serious to ull trose who wi-lied to seo
Mothodism still vigorons wnd useful ni
the land. At ngth after much careful
consideration, it wa: resolved by ther
Conferenco to modify its arrungements
50 that wt least o few ministers wight
be seb apart specially aud exclusively
, fur home miissionary work.  This resol-
| ution rendered necessary certain changes
in financial arrangements, and the Fund
was thenceforward denominated the
Home Mission and Coutingent Fund.

I observe that God has chosen the
vine, o low plant that creeps wpon the
helpless wall; of all beasis, the soft
and patient lamb ; of all birds, the mild
-and guileless dove.  Christ is the rose
of the ficld and tho hly of the valley.
When God appeared to Moses it was
not in the lofty cedar, nor the sturdy
oak, nor the spreading palm; butina
bush—an humble, slender, abject bush.
IAs if He would, by these selectione,
check the conceited arrogance of man.
~Feltham,

What is the most characteristic in

simply to neutralise opposition by making | tue religion—what is the most wonder-
o show of Lolding to the pusition of the | ful is the fact that it wells wp right
C. P Church i the past, while it i- | against n man's desives, Liis inclinations,
quietly 1nsinuated that that pesition s preconceptions. Tt shatters his old,
wil bo sbandoned rather than that | invaldy erust of habits; it changes the
i Cnion should fail. Both opinions agaiu ,current of hiz thoughts; it makes the

| the mission work of the two Churches. |

are held Ly sume who support the resol

Juml, stapefied conscienee talk right

1t is constantly coming into rivalry or | But it must be admitted by you on the
tcollision in all our new settleuents. | othor haud,thut there ave practical mat- !
t Does our Church think for & moment of | ters which requires eareful adjustment,
t theso hus over been attemnted to Lo suspending its activity in this work, in | aud feelings ou botli sides which require
ot thoso hus eyer veen atiempled o U6 4ho smallest degree, for the next threc y teuder wud delicate handling,  Now it
show “'_“"d L venture to sny could not | years, that in new settlenients we uay | is just becauso I tnink these practicnl
be she“.x} to tho satisfaction of any large | 310y mterfore with the Kk ? Wil we ; matters ure being adjusted without suf-
n}lxnbcx n f"'“.l“"' d“‘r"lf‘ On the S | give up a sngle mission station, or | ficient cure, aud these feclings, at least
Arary, 1 l“’h‘f“’ that there wry l“““lf'“‘la | withdraw a smgle missionary? - I hope | on vue side, ure not being tenderly dealt
 both churches who are "“‘",‘31{ de- | not.  Can we expect the Rivk will doit ? | with, thatIwishinolto sce the union by
sirous of univn, whose hearts will be so i And so both parties must go ou for the | ried on over the Leads of w suall, but

ution. Which is right ? out, and speak to the prupose ; it taans-
Thus you sce that on these four points | figires him, it regenerates him. If it
{ the Church i3 commtted to notliug. | cannnt make a small power large, it
116 1s doubtful what the Church aiter | makes it good.
| unton cvuld do, or wight in honour do | With the prayer, “ Lead me not into
p with  Queen’s College ; whetlier  thc ; temptation ™ on your lip, chonse for the
j Umon is tu go on quam grawum, ot right and Gad, though the elivice mako
t bo delayed for three years; whether'vuu confront a solid reek.  Gnd shall
j after umon Queen s Collego would be | render the rock aceessille, nnl cover it
| entatled to the suine support as vur The- | wills beigliter greennesz, anl make it

proposo to raise, is ecither an indispen-
sable prerequisite to union, or thatit
-cannot boraised afterwards, Bul neither

filled with gratitudeatits speedy consum-
mation, that they would both give more

willingly if univn ould be seon accum-
plished than they will dv if is to behept
pending three years, Why uot take n
lesson from the Aincrican churclies in
this natter and folluw their example ?
I have nodoabtit would beattended with
equally good results. TE ruuy be said,
how could our winisters whe arc upposed
to nceepting Queoti’s College vn ita pre-
sent fuuting, aslk money from the peo-
ple for itscudowmentaspartof & general
scheme. But ticiajority of the ministers
of our Asscaubly whether from necessity
or choice, are in favour of taking the
college, and these at least conld ask aid
1o onduw it.  All wonld feel at liberty
to ask ail forthe Theological Halls, Let
it be remombered also, that the Kirk
will form pavt of the united body, and
they could surely as easily contribute
money to complete the endowment of
the ecllege after union as they can now.
Tt is noi at all indispensable, therefore,
I conceive, tiv pond three years in rais-
ing money before we can unite.

Look now at suiue of the disadvan-
tages of delay. While the Leunefits of it
are for the most part doubtful and alto-
gother problematical, the disadvantages

: ! ~and for what ?
hl.)crully, wid five what thoy ean mutct e ok W

next three years wasting their resources

pose of raising & sam of money whicl it

y has not first been shown it is absolute-

y ly necessary to raise before we can
i nnite, which there is every reason to be-
) ieve could as well, o better, Le rudoed
i after univn thau before it.  The Kirk
lias not asked us to raise a single cent.
| It comes forward ready to enter into
; tnion, trusting to our ability and will-
| ngness to do vur purt.  Why not theu
go furwaed, wppeal to our peoyle;
trust them, avoid the certain risks of
three years' dcluy, and sccure within a
j few months all the manifest and un-
{ questionable advantages of w coufiding
y nud friendly union.
| Tlus has been decried as unseewmly
i haste.  Unscemly haste, indeed, to
unite when the subject Las been talled
of more or less and contemplated for
fyears as a thing which the logie of
events was making every day more cer
tain,  This is not the first union of
i Presbyterians that has ever taken place.
i 1t is not & new and untried experiuent,
| We have been working side by side in
| this country for vver a quarter of a cen-
i tury; our modes of worship are idewnti-
i cn); we hold the same suburdinate stuu-
| dards; all our winisters sign the vory

Sinply for the pur |

-arq both serivus and unquestionable. { g0 h < "Confession of TFaith; and yet when
There is first the obvious danger of | union seems near_ it is deeried as un-

unforeseen diflicultiesand complications y scemly haste. It is longer separation |

that may ariso by heeping wnion dasg- | that looks unscemly and unwarrant:

olugical lustitutions, supposing expecta-
| (] A 1Y b €}
RN ’ . twns to bo realised, which may uttuly
| A ‘U‘l"l‘?t“dlhs “1’013 %]\w lBusxs of IL'“I- yful; and whether harmony regarding

:3:’: ‘rlllx::v‘ui:f?l:'lnutl,.l‘x::nbl‘lx:m{;“:u;;m“ il btuic gmutsr:y om:f Colleges thugl be
| ute ure CLresbtenies, Dess upde a couditiva of union. ot moe
» stons and (l;t{xugl"ngzttonAs, will make my , then ash, What dous the resolation
¢ leang plain. wean? I hnow full well that the
' ‘Lue Basismeets iny own view because : majority of the Asserably was in fav-
i Iconeeive that the Confesswn of fath iv , vur of univn, and that s soon a<
r suftietently explius on the Headship ui | pussible; and that to obtain it they
1 Christ over lus chureh.  Nevertheless 1| sould accede to uny terms regarding
rthnk that the other churches maghi , Queen’s College that might Le proposed.
¢ have had regard to the feehng of many | Bat there 1s a wminority, not numerons
| among us of the Cunada Presbytenan | perlinps, 2ind not disposed to enuse un-
i Church, who feel strongly on this point, | necessury strife, who wishi 9 know what
| and shonld have lnen willing tw allow » | they are golug to do befire they are
t formal recogmition oi o prnciple which | committed.  Swely, Mr. Editor, their
j they all profess to hold, and which , opinions nud feelings should be regarded
| events yet recent »how us, may at any | by the majority ; surely they shonld not
j tme _come into practical prominence | be provoked to say things which may
j even in America.  But evenif tho other | wound others as well as injure them-
; churchies should reiuse this. the niajority ' selves, nor Le forced into an attitnde of
j of our own Assembly inight have al , hostility which will meke anion impos

lowed thoe propusal to be made that a1 sible, except at the cost of bitter feeling
, fifth article to this effect Lo added tuthe  and unbrotherly enmity.

} Basis. It dovsnot promote uuion thua | Ay to the disposal of the Temporali-
to prevent discussivns butweun f‘ho , tics” Tund, while I quite agree with the
; negotiuting churclies ou points of vital  decision of the Assanbly, £ do uat see
 importunee, Ly siply vefusing to pro- | why this Chureh should be asked to
| pose an article which has ¢ver been vory LApress an upiniul as to the disposal of
f dear v both braculies of this churels, | funds sath which they liave not mean
i vy ulneeessary offense by dseegard- i wlule wuytling to do, and may never
g prepadices which have desvrvedly o hone, Lt the Kirk Jo what they will
s;rougi1 hold oun many mewbers of the | with tholr own.
church.

The next point, on which prebally

i certaiuly not contoiaptible, wiinority.

y Court 1y committed, (so far as a non-

TFurther, My. Editor, our Supremo‘

ling in nucertainty for three yenrs,
Second—Tho dangers that inay arise
-aro almost certain to do so, from the fact
‘that thero is o small minority in both
Churches totally opposed to union on
different but conscientious grounds. If
theso men are thoroughly conscientions
and in earnest in their opposition to
union a3 fraught with-evil to the respec-
tive Churchies, will they not, are they
not bound to, make the most of every
difficulty thait mtt:ﬁ arise, if possibly they
~may defer it gtill longer? Ministers

-
[

y able. I confuss, sir, T am never asked
by plain people why it is, but T am
ashomed of the paltry, insufficicat vea-
sons, rather pretexts, that still keep us
apart. I think it is aothing less than a
stunding soandal upon Christian charity.

1 hops, sir, the Synod of the Kirk
will indicate its desive, and set us the
examplo of moving in the way of more
s{)qedy_and prompt action. Andl hopo,
also, that as tho last Assembly was a
most inadequite representation of our
whole Church, and especially of- the

; tue greatest differance of opinion exists,
i> the resolutionn adopted by the As.
i sembly regarding Collegiate Ldneation.
My objection to it is in e word, #t real'y
gives us authing practical. It decides
nothing. Itis a a motion altered, add-
ed to, and so constructed as to meet
every budy' sview, and commts the chureh
a8 o whole to nothing..-Please, Mr.
Editor, answer me a few questions.

1. Afterunion would the united chmreh
have power, to do away with Quuen's
Collego ? would it bé i1 hosiorr commut-
ed not to ise that power? Ifind men

| committal resolution can coniuit it) to
a certaan coarse of wetion, viz. to union
on certain tenns.  Surely if commou
z sense 1s to guide us, we should wait be-
fure taking another step and know what
tho other Supreme Courts are to- say.
Surely there is no such laste as would
require the Church to adopt o Basis and
resolutions which have nnt been consid-
cred by the other Churches.
Looking for, an answer &f your con-
vonience, I am, dear sir, yours,

CUNCTATOR.

; more radiant with flowers,  Rer Way-
'| land Ioyt.

¢ Wheu gricf sits dowu, folly 15 hands,
; and wowenfully feeds upunits s loars,
y weaving the din shaduws that a littlo
; exertiont migich swecp away iut o funeral
i pall, the strong sparit i shorn of its
; suight, and surrow beeuiaes our master.
} We should look upun covutunt as tho
{ greatest good.  Not thal it is requisite
| that we showld have ouly a litile to live
{ upon, but when we huve ouly o little
| we should be satisfied , fur this reasonm,
| that thusu best cujoy abundance who
p are contented witir the least, wid so that
i the puns of poverty e romonad, sim-
y ple fure can give o relish eyual to the
| most expensive luxuries,

i 'The secret of being nghily guided—
i gmded of God——is to hiave vur uwn will
i thoroughly subdued. ** The meek will
i Ho gmde m judgnent; wnd the meek
| wii He teach s way.”

It was a saying of the first Napoleon
that every man should make Ins oppor-
tuuities—his chances. I3nt as & general

t thing, while ten men watch for chances,

| only one makes chances; while ten men
" wait for somethmyg to turn up, only one
! turns something up ; so winle ten men
I fml, one succeeds and s called & wman
lof luck and the favonte of furtune.
t ‘There is no luck bke pluck, aud fortune
most favors those why are most indiff-
| erent to fortune.

t Do vou thuuk, ashed Mr. 1‘01)1)0!‘,
{ * that a little tempur 1s & bad thing ina
{woman 2 Certainly not, maam,”
{ replied & gallant philosupher ; - itis a
| goodthing, and she vught nuier toloseit.™

Any one can drift. But it takes

{ prayer, rehgious principle, carnestness
| of purpose, constant watching, to resist
the cvil of this world, tostruggloe ngainst
the tide.

A wise man looks upon men as he
does on Morses; all their capnrisons of
title, wealth and place hié considers but
a3 harness.—Cecils




