»

g father, Peter Thornlon, of Muirmains, wng

s

=cae

.
x N

TO

RONTO, CANADA, FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 1875.

[Whole No. 198

Vol. 4—No. 4]

@ontributovs aud Govyespontents

BIOGRAPHICAY, NOTIOE OF THE
LATE REV. DR. THORNTOJ OF
CSHAWA.

—

The subject of this notice died of pnou-
faonia, after a fow days illness, at
Oshawn on Thursday morving tho 1ith
Tobrnary, in tho 69th year of his age, and
49nd of his ministry. Thus avother of the
poincers and standard beavors of Guspol
- fruth in Canedn, undor tho regimontal
bannerof Presbyterianism,has beon sudden-
y called from the field by * the Captain of
¥ dalvation” whom'he sorved so long and so
devotedly., Tho worth and work of the
‘decensed merit o much more oxtended
¥ notico than tho columns of your paper can
‘woll afford, It is hoped that the following
jottings by one who had tho privilege of
Shis.ecquaintanca and friendship for forty
vo-years, will not bo without interest to
his brethren who kuow him, and to the
S thousands who have moro or less frequent-
Iy. listened o the gospel messago fruw his
lipg.

I*’I'Qobort, I1. Thornton was born in April,
1806, in the Parish of West Cilder, near
b: Edinburgh. His parents wore-cinently
) éodly. They volonged to the Yeomaunvy of

B tho land, » olass to which Secotland hos
¥ Leen largely indebted for men of general

intelligence, stalworth principle and decided
K pioty, and who havo done much to **make
F hev loved at home, rovered abroad.” Iis

av.eldor in th, secession chuch of Cam.
fmspcthnn. The piety of his partuer, tho
mother of Dr. Thornton, was:motablo and
hereditary. In o foot noto of a painphlet
published in 1848 in councetion with the
contennry of Cambusnothan church, the
Cvritcr, the Rev. Mr. Scoit, says. * when I
remaember this young minister’s motlio.
(Dr. Thornton's), Agnos Smith, abd grand-
mother Elizabeth Dalziel, who wera women
of singular picly,—Lois, Eunico, nud
Timothy, mie tho mvariable associations.
Such n pious parentage was a -high privi-
logd's - fof their iv impliod-a priceléss hori.
tago, catailed by divino promise, {o the
sthird aud fourth generation” in being
the * seed of tho righteous.” From a child
he know tie Ioly Seriptures, and daily
witnessed in the Wiomo of his youth the
blossed feuits of faith in tho Lord Jesus.
His early and life-long pioty testified to the
jmportancoof having a Christian home-circlo
ifi youth. The instructions and godly con
veesation of believing parents ace potent
monns of grace to their children. This is
moro especinlly.the caso as regards believ-
ing mothors. Their winning and continu-
ous counsels, heir holy walk, their loving
voproofs, aud thoir earnest prayors, aro to
their offepring what dews, aud zenial rains,
sud sunshine are to the tendrrplant. When
vital religion consccrates & mothor's love
"~ }ho warmest love that can grow cold”
—how beuign tho effect on lhor family!
B Wore all mothers real Christiars, tho world
would s00a be converted to God: The bles-

B -scd: results of pareutal piety wore seen in

b tho Thointon fawily. All of thows, wo
. boliove, served *God, in their respeetive
®: gpleres, and all save one have ‘“fallon

1

BB asloop” nud are no domtbt inheriting the

P, promises. TRobert, the third son, sud of
g whom wo write, early sot his heart on the
B8 ministry of the gospel. The more olemen-
E tary parts of an oxcellont education he
B rcceivad in hig nativo parish.  When about
®-fourteen yeoars of age, Lo removed tn
B Talkirk, whore his eldest brotler kept a
B flourisbing educatianal sermunnry, and thero
B Li¢ acted as assistant to him, ai the same
timo prosocuting with commsndable zeal
his classienl studies proparatory to entering
Bcolloge.  Not only at Falkirk, butin the
Rocalities where ho resided during his stu-
BB3out lifo, o enjoyed no ordinary advantago
Bin sitting undor the ministry, and being
avoured with the friendship aad fatherly
bounsel of superior men, -euch as the Rov,
Br, Septt of Cambusnethan, whoso oxcos-
ivo modesty ourtained from tho outor
orld great talonts and worth, and that
Baintly man, the Rev. John DBrown of
Y bitburn, father of the botter known Pro-
g§or John Brown, D.D. of Elinburgh,
BRnd  grandfather of John Brown, M.D,,
futhior of * Rab and his Friends,” s man of

ea] genius, and of singular goniality.
‘In duo time, and botter qualified than
ooy, Mr. Thornton becams an-alumuus
E. the umvorsity of Edinburgh, -then.as
pw distingnished ns o seat of loarning,
nwbering nwong its  profossors John
Rilson, bettor known as * Cuaistophor
orsh,” and- Sir John Lealie, 8 Priuoo in
9. department of Mathematies aud- Na-

Jotecising maiked intelleotual neuteness
. .a"_nﬁOmnilaMg determination to acquire

Prai Philosophy, Oar young studeai,

Wilson, in hia cortifiento says hie was not

moroly *a rogular and attentive,” but a

‘ot able studnt,” Ils ardent thurst

for knowledno 18 appavent from the fact

that he studied sovaeral othor branches, in

additionto those included in tho curriculum

imporative on those preparing for the

m'nistry. His acquiremonts 1n  soveral

depurtmonts of Natural Sownco enabled

him in aftor lifo to do good servico nsa

lecturer, on nuinerons oceasions, to Me-

chanics’ Institutes &o. Attractod, wo pro.

sumo,. by the fame of Dr. Chalmers, ho pro-

ceodod to St. Andrews, and there prosscuted

his studios for & time. In August of the

year 1822 he entered the Divimty Iadl of
tlie Socossion Charoh at Glascow, then

presided over by Drs. Dick and -Mitchel,

aud for four years devotad lLugsell assidu-

ously to.the study of theology that lie tght

bo ** a workman needing not to bo ashamed

rightly dividing tho word of truth.’ His

high character and quailicat:ons were 4
attested by tho fact that at tho closs of his

fourth scssion at the Theological Hall (one

sosion less than usual) the synod of the

church saw fit to license and ordain hin as
a misgionary to Canada. Before setting out

for hisdistant sphero of labour,he wasunited

inmarringe to Margacet, daughier of Joseph

Tuompson, of Matenny Grove, near Edm-

‘burgh, a lady who in evory cospect proved
a helpmate indeed. Oa the 8 h of May,

1833, they sniled fromn Greenock, aud: after

o tediwus voyage of more than seven

‘weeks, landeu at Now York, and reached

,Cobourg in Canadn, carly in July. Trom

‘thence om young missionary wont forth on
‘us first ovangolhistic tonr i tihus, thon
rough and sparsely peopled vountry. Ho
directed his courso westward, aloug the
lake frontier, whicl was then in courso of
sutitloment.  Did spaco allow, we would’
liko to give in his own graphic style, an
account of this tour wiluch we find m a.
.series of interesting articles contributed: by
him to the United Presbyterian Magazine,
entitled ** Tho Rise anld progross of the

‘Cuited Presbyterian: Claich i Couada.’

The following extract must suflico :—

s VVith the oxcéption of a narrow strip, far.
from contipuous, along. the Southorn.fron-
tier, Cannda was then n vast wilderncss.
Enterprising settiers had, wdeod, 1a many
cases, pushed thoir way wmany aniles in-
tand : but their ¢ clearings " wove so small,
8o * fow and far Letween,” as searcely to
intersupt the wildorness monotony. A fow
localities were hero and there, oven then
siving promise of tho future, in tho widen-
ing graiiv fiolds, auld incicasiug dwolling
places, but such localitios were soparated
commoniy, by many miles of devso and
dreary forest. And as for roads, with a
fow exceptions, thoy wore yet tn the future.
Tho emugrant and the Missionary too, were
at first cheered by hearing of cortain lines
of ronds, in & dircolion thoy wished to
move ; but judge of the sarprise fult, when
tho road was found as Nature's hand had
framed 12, and was * made," meroly by the

cutting and partial clearing of trees which
hiad covered its surface.  T'u keep these fetv
hightoays, such as thoy were, was iucum-
patible with tho objects of the Missionary,
and tho nature of the work. We had tu
wend ur auy throuzh forest paths, aud
from clearing to oclearing, where the only
mode of locomotion was on foot. Wo had
then, nos only ** no certuin dwelling-place,”
but not euvrtain field befure us. Aad ono of
the greatest peculiaritics of vur conditiun
was, that we had to “go forth™ lke
Abrahinm, ¢ not knowing whithor we wont."
Avoiding everything like inroads upon the
fow loealities whero tho Gospel nad ob-
tained a footing, by the fuation of small
clinrches, we procoeded in quest of Drosby

terian ecttlvs, without the loast diveet in

formation asio where they woré to be fouad,
or whother we shonld be desired. Com-
miting ourselves to Gud, we just advauced
where ho droke up ouwr way. Tho first
members of our Chureh in Caunada wore
thus mbnst emphatically *“a pnople sought
out ;" long may sho bo distingwished as o
“ city not forsaken.”

At tho earnest solicitation of & numbus of
Presbyterians in the Township of Whitly,
Mr. Thoruton mado that locality the contro
of his minjsterial Iabours, but huis dioceso
oxtonded far to tho east aud to the west;
aud as far north as svttlers of Prosbytunian
proclivitios wera to ‘bo found. No bishop.
could more assiduously seek out dand tend
s widely soatterod flock. In a lotter of
instructious from tho mussion committeo
seotland, wo'find thoe following amons a
numbor of most julicious consels : ** Wher
ever you settle, your labors are not fo be.
confined to the audisnce assembling -in
your stated place of worship, but you are
o préach and exhort as often as posseble at
‘stations tn 1Er wicinity ™ With this os.
witli alf pnrtious of their instructions, ho
yiolded what may bo -termed an oxcessive
complinnce. Mo grudged no cost of time
and toil ju fulfilling his sacred . comumissivn.
Ho aid not cmifino his labors do tho
« viojnity" of his home, bul  went overys
wherd proaching tho gospel,” in the soveral
conntics bordoning on Ontarte. It .may.

ruthfully bo said, that he was the futherof, Jogieal, and farthfu? prescutution of divine,

‘trutll, o vests ferom his 14Vours, und

all'tlio -now - florishing Presbytorian con-
‘progatisng fu that wholo:distiiat of country..

Hore wo gladly avai oursolvés:-of-a lettor,.

Aowledge, tnok.a- most rnsprotable place juat rocetved from Joha Watolitf, Exgy @
wll tlie-clagees Lo attended. Piofessor much o'ate_e_mofl

‘other swngle- mdividasl

assoctated  with our departed friend 1.
Christian work.  Dr. Thoroton's character
and abnndent labors are so well anl cor
dinily grven, that we ocannnt rvefyram from
insorting it, oven without asking tho con.
rant of the weiter, but we foel coufllent
that both he ard the readersof the PresBy-
TERIAY will forgiveo us.

Columbus, IFeb. 15th, 1876.

Rrv. anp Dear Sir.—You ask me to give
you some items conneotord with the lifo and
fabors of our dear departed [riend and re.
vered father, the late R. H. Thoruton,
D.D. Hawving been wmtimately nequated,
and in:an humble measure associated with
hun in sowe efforts, for the benefit of tha
comnumty, for more than forty years, I
have gront pleasure 1n complying with your
request,

Dr. Thornton settlad in Wlhitby Town-
ship in the Fall of 1833, (uot 1834 as stated
itt tho Globe), and from the fivst, he tvok
a livoly intorest in all that partained to the
advanocmeont of the commumty, m moral-
1y, i antelhigence, 1 totporance, aud 1n
vohigiun, At that timo tno Sabbath was
far frem beg well vbserved by the settlers.
But by his conatant aud cavuest appeals to
the conscience, he did more than any other
man i the locality to stop the desecration of
the duy sacred to rost and spiritual enjoy-
anent.

The {rec and easy dduinking Labus so
common then in yew sotlluimsules, fvuud 1
him & constant atld cousisteul oppuueut,
and the causo of tetoperauce & tnosy zeal-
ous and powerful advocate, Inovery form,
and by evory logitimate tneaus, lio suugut
to abulish the driukusg custows of thie day.
The idoa of a public opeu air Jewunstration

Wo nawed a coumttes, obtawed the use
thio tausion of the Hun. L. M. Gibb'a now

us ovortasked tiio capacity of the thoa small
village of Oshawa, to allay thew. huager,

thewr thurst , and aithough s-hieavy thunder
storin apoiled tho closiag pracession to
Wintby, such an.ampetus was given to the
cause of temperauco, that it was felt for
many a day.

Tho.cause of education enyly engaged tho
attention, and called forth,the effuits of sur
departed friend, Lo g.before any dflicial
dogal eunctmient hiad put in operctirn the

tiuned thuit prosent high standiug, he, by
persunal itgtruction of thoge vhie sought to
“bo uraful, by lécturad ‘and by, visits, and
also by publishing n series of progressivo
schoal-books, thd much to lay the foundation
of our gplendud msttution of to-day.

that he wus moust honouced to do sorvice
for the Mster.
w-nt, there wns no Ureshyterian minister
betweon Port Hope and Toronto, and when
wo take into account the state of the roads,
aud tho hadslup of tavelling i those cacly.
dag 3, we con ouly wonded thatune who was
not over robust, shuuld Lave been able to
accompligh g5 much,  Indced, it was re-
macked by some that the long Tough rdes
over ahinost impassable roads, seomed to -
vigorate bLis then slender frame, and to
toughen hiscoastitution. Nostateof weath-
or or roads never doterred him from keop.
ing aa appointwont if horse or man could
push thiough.  Fvoa whea the roads were
nently bottomless, ho was hardly ever bo-

ouly embraced the township of Whitby
whore there are now five Presbyterian
Cintiches, bui extended wuto thoe towuships
of Pickoriug and Dacl.nglon, where thedo
are now numervis flounshing congrega-
tiona, Indecd, without auy fixure ofspeech,
he mazy tivly bo called tho father of Pros
vy tetiumsia w thus region,  Ofton 1 the
ne v sottlor s lug house, by the open wood-
fire in wanter, or in the rule barn in sum-
wer id he proclaim with great faithtaluess
the unsearchabio richies of the grace of God.
He vijen choorfully shared tho swngle-
ruvised cubin of the hardy soitlor.  Oune
word wul reference to the socia charae-
ter and manners of the Rev. Ductor, aut I
musé cluse this meayro sketch. No man
was over 1wore msuuderstinl by those who
Al not open thar heamts to hun, Ly suen
hio was estvemed proad, distant, awd cold
in manaer, wlen 1t was only a tsataral diffi-
donce wineltlie both felt and deplored, but
whiclt he lound wopussible to shake ot
Bat to these who upderstood Liun, who
oponed their hearts and affections to him,
ho was the most .cherished of fumonds, and
has wisits 1o them were seasons of rich antd
variol engjoyment. Ilis gomat naturo at.
tached nm to olil-and young, aud his stores.
of all kinds ot knowladge furnsshod an 10-
tellertual feast that thoso who had once
tasted longed to have repeated. In tha
Lomo veintions of husvand and father. lie
was mwosg.exemplary,  Tho sywpatuy ot
fucling Lotween hum and his beloved part.
ner was vary closo and tonder, and the filial
roverenco of hia children was-inspired by
s ente.any freely and fully 1nto all thewr
Jogs-aud surrows, and giving them the - fulis
tido of lua great affection.

The community at largo have lost ia
one who has done mnure to mould habats of
thought and springs of .action, than auv
A thorough
schoar, with a strong will and  fiem prin-
aples, conld not fal to influenco vory
strongly thoso wnoso epportimties had: not
beon oqual to his, and whose timo to attend
to-1telidatual sulturo was luncted by the
pressing engagements of eccular fite,  dMany
‘haive been stimulnted’ to intelleotunl exer--
tinn through his:mcans, and many led ‘o
‘ombrace.tho Saviour -through his cleaf,

older of the churoht-at

‘his wurks do follow hun.”

"Boliove me'te bo, roverond:nid deay sir,
youré faithifully, Joity Rarcuiry,,
v e A e b N

_— {
C lumbns, who was long and iutinate.

beang mooted, two ur three mee with him ;,
uf McGregu's Growva, abuat tho place whoeio

stands, aad called foith stich an agsembly,

though thero was plonty of water to quench,

‘machinery wligreby ovir schools have at..

Buat it was as & mumster of tho gospel

At the tuno of lus suitle--

hind tho appointed time. Ris Iaboms not.

did.well ia donferiing i

Tho desorvedly hugl estimation m whioh
Dr. Tho'nton was held by the people of
lua ehinige, » 11 by the commumity tn which
ha hived, and for whosa weal Lo laboured
'n virious ways, was manifested sery inark-
edly un soveral ocensions,  In 1855, lus
health becamo jmpaliod by excessivo and
and continuous labours, His gungregation
nud other friends generously, handed him
§620. that ho and his partner might visit
tho land of their birth. Again, when he
liad completed the twenty-filtth year of his
ministry 1u 1868, Lis mach attached peopie,
at a soiren given on the ncension, proscntod
-him with e congratnlate. vy and grateful aid
dress, and also with $200. The moeting
was Iargo, and tho proceedings were of a
vory deltghtful clhiaractor, as tho writer can
woell remember. A number of brethren wore.
present to rejica with him and his penplo,
and wish them a long and happy union.

From the timo of: his settloment he took
o deep mterest and fetive part in the pro.
motion of education. 'There are fow, if any
m Canada, with the oxception of the Rov.
Dr. Ryorsou, who have done mors for the
solinfastic intere ts of tho people than Dr.
Thornton.  For many years, and without
romunoration, he was a4 painstaking sunor.
intendont of a largo distviet of country, He
was ever ready to teach as woll as tu counsol
tenchors. Many youug inen, uow occupy
ing prominent positions in the church and
in secular looatious, were indebted to him
for introduction, encouragemont, and coun.
sol.  Tho teuchiers un soveral oceastons
showed their approciaton ot hus services,
and of his solf-.\unying faboucs on thotr be
hnlf,  In 1858, the teacherspl the southern
part of tho cuunty, heul a largo pubiie meet-
sng u s honour, at which wany of tho
leading eduoativualisis of tie countey wero
present, nud ou that vecasiou thoy present.
& him with « vory flattoring addross, and'n
pursa coutainiug sevoral huadred. duligrs.

Ho was forward in every good wrk, Ho
was the apastle of temporance in that quar
ter front the day of hus arrival, and was ono.
of the,most chlightened and ¢ffvcuvo lec-
turers on that.subjeot so-vital tu the weal
of tho individual and. the cummunity. He
was an instructivo and accoeptable lectuver,.
whetlier ou roliglous, moral, lterary, or
scientific subjucts. Houco h.s services woro
often held in.requisition as sucl. Hus :n-.
formation was extonsive aud accurate, and.
his stylo logical, clear, and terse. Lucidity
aud point characterized whatever ho wroto
or spuko.  Iu b the wutetlectual taculties
prepouderatod over the smotional , and yet
ha was. possessed of keen aud tendar feol
10gs, but in bis discourses ar 1 conversation
whitly thought abounded, feeling was sup-
prasicl or kept in abeyanes asia tho enso
with many of s countrymen, Hus preacis-
ing,was emguiarly instructive, and heuco
was highly appreciatod by the more thouht-
ful and meelligent. Asmight bo expected,
hiy eungregativns ¢ ntamed a largo propor-
tion of well instructed Clivisttan men and
womon. The young of his fluck, aud thoso
far beyond its bounds, veceived his spocial
attention, Fow excolled him as a Bible
class teuchor. Inforwner yoars, whon min-
istora were fow aud buvks cumpuranvely-
seaice, he got together bauds of yuung mou,
far from hig home, and aided them in study-
08 the scripiures, and i waproving thew
minds by the acquisitivn of gouoral kaow-
ledse. He would travol lar to iccluie te
them periodically, to advise them jnregy ~d
to theiwr roading, and aid them in orvigina
tng o hbrary mn the locaity.  There ave
heads of fawilies residing iu tho newghbor
hood of the writer, who gratefully ackuow-
ledgo.that the generous effurts of Dr. Lhorn-
ton, nearly forty years ago, first stitnulated
them to seek mental and sprisual improve.
meut. Notwithstanding lus abundaut out-
duur labours, ke was a great ivader and &
hard student, not only prescrving in much
froshnoss his classical knowledgo, but keep-
ing abreast of tho age especially 1n the de-
partoents ol theolugy asud natwal scwence.
A more diligent sud unuring labuiwer an
tie o1 d's vinogard, fiowm his first outermg
tho m wistry, uatil lus departure to be for-
ever wibh his beloved Master, 1t would .be
Qifiicalt to find, o was chieored dutiug
tlio past wiuter, by thio ioereased iutorust
iu spiriural concerns, maaifested by lus
cougregatton. He conducted mghily inevt-
mgs fur prayor durivg suvveral weeks before
Chuistiuas, dtum wlhieu hio had every roasun
W Lupe Jat Llewsud dosultd would fodow.
Ho dil not cuufine Lis labuurs to Jus owa
cougregation. Mo cordially nuited with lus
broturen of other denoummuations in the
twwa and neighburhwod, 1 all Chustian
work. .

For many years, ho was olork of Presby-
tery. It may be said with littlo exagmera-
tion, that the “caro of all the churclios ™
in the Proshytery, devole.d in & groat
measnre upoa him  Por the last 24 yearg,
the wntar does not romember that ho-aver
dec'ined or plondva off from a singlo ap-
pointment of Presbylery, ro mattor huw
great the distancs, or however Dbal the
vonls. TIe took a promiuvent, but rat an
obtrusive part in tho business of our chuich
courts, ‘Thero ho was o workor rather
than a talker.

Oa o 2ath of Decoraber, 1844, eight ot
the uo oussionartes of the- Cuited Asso-
oinic Synod met in Torouto, as the first
Presbytery of that Church, and.ou that oo
oaston Mr. Thovaton preached- from thexo
words (Psalm 3x. &) “ We wdl rojorce i
thy salvation, aud ia tho name of our Gud.
‘wo will eet up our banners,” X few yoars
.ago ho.presided as last Modorator of tho
same chareh, on tho oceasion: of it umion’
with tite I'roe Cleeh. It may thus ve said
that Lo.watohed ovor its cradle aud presid-
od at-its miptials,

Z1.1869 the hor orary degres of Ddctor o
.Divinity was coufevred on him-by the Col-
lego of Princitont, Now Jersey. And -cer-
‘tainly, Gf largd theplogical aud-soliolnily:
attanmerts, -snd  exemplary muaisterzal |
Rdelity, erit kish lignﬁ}lr, Privcoton,
‘him,

-

It i bat justics to the departed, and
may prove uscful as an example, to stato
that Dr. Thornton and his kind hearted:
helpuacet wero notcd for hosprtality, and,
hind amplo opportunmty, especially in tormor
yoars, for the oxerciso of that Christian
geaco.  For thiry-erght yoars they resided
close by the Kiwsgston Road, tha loading |
highway of thie Provisco, and as the dootor
was widely known and highly respeated,
foww days olapsed without haviny a eall
from some friend or friends passing that
way; and they never failed to receivo o .
kiudiy welcomo aud bospitablo entertain-
mont. It was & wonder to many Yow he;
with 80 limited an incowe, enuld bring up
a largo family, giving thom a good eduoa-
‘tion, and exerciso stch largo hosmiality.
But thore s still wonderful outcame in the
handful of meal w the ba.rel and the little
nil in the cruise, to thoso who fear and
servo tho Lord ; aud this blessing usually
comes, a3 1t dul in this case, thronglr tha
mediam of that - favor from the Loxd,”
viz., a good wifo.

Dr. Thornton was greatly blessed in hig
tamily. His was vorly a Lappy Chustian
home. True the King wf tarrurd ontored it
repeatodly, aod bure away near and dear
oues. His eldest son was removed whon
versing on manhood, and tull of such pro-
mise ag gladdens the uamts f Chestian
parepts. A sweet ‘ittle danghter was sud-
denly snatchied from thom by o puinful
acordent. Not many years aygo another
daughter, “ woman grown,’ gitted by nas
tur. but 1uore by grace, was ealled nway,
All these Lwwever, they could {ovk npon, nob
as lost, but ¢ gono bofore.” His bLoloved
partuer, though long an wvaldd, was gracis
vugly spared to him el withun Just a year
awld voe day of lus owa rengval -1 their
Fathoc’s housoin hoaven, His eld: ot sur-
viving son the Rov. Robert M, Thrnton,
is-amzaged n s Divina Mastor’s work in
Glasgow, Scotland. May he aad the ovlior
1embers of the family continne to-duorn
tho doctrino of Clirist, and foel 6vor grateful
to 'God for thoir ionoarod Chiristinu parént-
dige.

Wo have heard wilh pleasure that the
congrogation of Oshawa is noting most con-
sideratoly and gonorousiy townills.these
membars of Dr. Thornton's family who,
were yot under their fathe:'s roof when ho
died. The year's salary of their fathor is
fo b pad to them, and thay.aro to occup
the maagso till ansthor pustor is obirined,
This is overy way wurtliy of tuo.Chustian
people who enjosod iad apprecinted the
muistrations of De, Thoruton. i

s

Hin end: was peacoeful. Owing to the
vaturo of-.the disanso; s prostration was
# “preat thabt: ho could epeal only -id
innosyilables, and that with great difGi-
eulty, but towards the close, that
tougue which had so often told of Christ's’
love becamo powerless, but thero need.
ed not a doxth bod declaration ‘that
o -had feit tho power of that love. One
thiat was presont on tho sovlemn occasion
* thavked God for tho testimony of « long
consistent, and zealons Christiarn life.”
Wiho thaet kaows aught of his lifo and
invors mill not teol prompted to oxelaivy
+ Svuldier of Cinist wetl done.” :

A Conservativo Cpinion.

Editor BRITISI AMERICAN PRESHTTRRIAN.

Sie,—I am reading with gome intorost
tho disoussion earried on m your paper on'
tho question, ¢ Paalms versus Hymns," and’
I have boen led thereby to thunk that th'o,
ogical consoqaonces of tho controversy wiil,
evontualiy take & much wulor raungs than
that 1 which it at prosont appears to bo
confined.

I{ it bo right, in ovder to meot tho wants:
and requivoments of this progrossive and:
enlightened.age, to intradnen into tho pub-
Vie worshipy of G sd’s hodss wainspived songs,
it will bo argued that 1t would be equally,
‘tight and proper to dispense with tho: ox-
clusive uso of the prose portions of the
sacred  Seriptures ot church services.,
Thire cannot certainly bs any more havm:
oeeaswuaily ronding, m place of -the usaal
chapter tram tho in-pired Book, one of Ad-
hson’s beautifal prose ossays, than there is
in sing’'ng one of kLis mgufizeat pootio
cfTusivns, instead of one of David's mspired:’
psalms. In this ago of cultaro: and so-
called liberati.y, the tondeucy is to. dispat-
ago inspiratioh, and.in faot'te dony the
‘Duvino anthentioity ot she Sertptures alto-.
| gethor; and whon we hoar theso grand ol
neaalms, around whichi du¢ most olterishod
recollictions eluster, spokea of by tho hyma-
iunvvatora as **dogrorel,” anl othorwise:
trreverently and shzhtingly altuded to, we.
aro dispofod to tako the alarm, aud
cling moro tenacionsly-than ever, to the.
“ ' paths,” belivway it is berter to orr-
wah our forefashors taan ek tho nev-
fangledums of tho innovators of the present
day. I wonder if nuy ono would say that.
~he 9221 hiymm in the Ea sl.sh Probyierian-
eolls eion, pueporting to ba a.version of thia.
180th Psalm, is‘in any songso equal to the
Se tush vorsion. I fully beliove with Sir
Waller ‘Scott—hno msan judge ~t.at- ibe,
version- of tho Paaluas sung in Scotush.
churches caunot vasily bo umyrovad.

Yours, CoNSBRYATIVE.

- Al
DisPisi- ng: enemy -eorsly bocanso o
“steths.weak 3 the 7 and locart haveo,done
! wioro hitti.4iicn bea




