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VHINESE DIIRSIONS.

e, W. Molaney,

My Dear Bronws,—The moments ond
! jiowes of puothor yoar musb bo revkoned
Lyt o past, nad T observe thoy witneased
! grast changes in thu far west, many of
! which will be for the sdvancomont of the
| cause of Jesus in st lends. Tt is onconrag-
! ing to notico that not o few have takon
! place in Conada.  he erreotion of collego
fuildings—the appointment of Professors,
aud tho consolidation of the work genorally
i under the bleasing of Johovah will doubt
los¢ assist in promgting His glory through-
out the earth, Hore, in northron Formosa,

i

! fav removed from fellow laborers, nothing
[ has impressed my mind more than the

Jaithfulness of the Lord. The enemy has
been arousod.and as of old ling been active
night and Juy in endeavoring o ceush tho
Tord's work in its beginning. To accom-
plisk this, Mandavins, Literati and soldiors
especially hove combived their efforts.
Tn-the numerous villages which dot the
country inlaud, men and women have beent
Denton fnd shametully abused on account
of attending servico on the Lord's day. A
copvert who lives about a mile from hero
was nsked o fow months ago to asaist in
purchasing articles for idol worship. Ho
replied that lie con'd nob consistently do so,
asho no longer bowed boforo things made
by men's har 13, An ovening or two after-
wards tho same party followed by 80 armed
men went to his dweling—broke the door
—beab hiy wife, mother and gistor——drag-
ged himself about the room and finally
Joft him for dead.  Tho house of another
worshipper at Chinnnil was entered by 40
soldiers who rangacked tho whole placo—
snatohed an infaut from its mothor's arms
and trampled it to doath. At Go-ko-klin,
one of the first who cast away tablets and
sdols was orderod by the ownor of the house
in witich he lives to cease going to the chap-
ol or elso ho would drivo him out of the
house. The couvert roplied, “You can do
that and much more, but to drive me from
the true God you and all your host can
never, accomplish.” It iz traly a matier tor
thankfuluess that these men. “Liook joy-
fully on tha spoiling-of there goods.” It
is uunecessary to multiply cases as Ihavere
ferred to one in connection wilh aach chapol
1s this mode of procedare on the part of thd
sn¢my new or strange? DBy no moans.
Have they succeoded in their attompts to
overthrow $he kingdom of Jesus? They
have not, sud can 1ot because they do not
poseess the powor Al power iz given
unto mo in leaven and in onrth.”  “Go yo
gherefore.” It1s trae many who attended
at first aro afrnid to do so now, bab thoy
hed not the root of the matter in thom.
The attondance is good every Sabbath de-
spite these efforls and a fow have shown a
stoadfastness whish, (as far as man can
judge) point them out-as the followers of
the Tord of Hosts. 'The enemy issued a
placerd in which they represonted me tak-
ing out the eyes aud hoarts of the people
and sending them to England to manufac-
furs opium out of them, Iam convineed
they have been exerting themsgelves to in”
duco mb to ebandon this ficld, but by the
help of Jehovah, Mandarins, Literati,
soldiers and al the Devils ;from the in-
fornal pit cannot sccomplish that ohjeot. |
No. “If God be for us who.can be against
s Is this the time to relax our efforts
and give vantagegroundto the foo ? Surely
not. It is just tho timo whon wo should
stand firm without scceeding one step, It

» ig the timo we should double our effortsand

Iabor on in streagth of thellord Immanuel.
Tharefore your last letter is the sourco of
-exceeding great joy. Al your communica-
tions cheer my heaxt and I have been wait-
ing to boar nbout another labourer for
some time past. 31 could not beliove that
Canada’s sons would stand indifforent and I
am delighted to hoar fror one of thom who
is ready to leave all bohind for the sake of
our Lord and Redeamer. Dr. Frasor's lot-
ter breathes of the trus spirit, and hestates
that Mrs. F. is a3 willing ag himsolf to oboy
* our Master's voice. May tho Lord comfort
their hearts, bleys their souls, kecp them
naar Biwself, and in his own time bring
them safely acre:a lands and seas to these
ends of the anrth for His namo sake.  Dr.
Maxwell hins not been on the islond since
my srrival, and is ab present in England,
and on that account I have despatohed a
sourier overlund to Tai-wan-foo and Tasko
10 get the information about modical and
domestic outfit wlueh Dr. Frasor desives
from Dr. Dickson and Mr. Ricchie. 'There
is abundance of work waiting him if it is
God's will that he slhonld enter this field.
- You mre awars tlat sinoe WMay, Iast yeoar,
we have boen snrrying on lwepital work,
aavk tnt tho Tereign ecmmuniiy-seatributed

hospital Mav 5ith, and from that time until
the close of the year, 593 now, aud 485 old
patieats rseeived modieal attendnnce,  In
addition Lo this T hove attended upwiads
of 800 in tho interior and suceeeded in cur-
ing und relieving scores of them. This
gived ue o total of 1428 who rveeved e
toudance and hoard the gospel.  All things
conmdered I think the lospiial work has
beon quito suceessful.  The D unfortu-
natoly, hag beon unwell since he arrived,
and far threv, four, and five woeks at o timo
hes beon confined to his bod, so that the
burden of the work fell on my hands.  He
is unable to speak to the patients so that
ovory day T am in Tamsni, 1 attend tho
hospital. The truthis the Lord has beon
very graciou, otherwise nothing could be
dono.  Op the whole I think the chwroh
was guided aright in sonding those two de-
votod Mission Ladios to India. *“The field
is tho world.”  Doubtless shey will bo fol-
lowed by tho prayers of God's people. L
rejoico to know that you remembor North-
vor Forrosa. May thio Lord in heaven
bless nbundantly your labors in Knox Col-
lege, and muy mauy como forth from its
halls filled with love to the Lord Jesus and
ready to go into all the world and preach
His ovorlastng gospel. Remember me
kindly to Mrs. MeLaren and family, and to
all associated with you in the College.
Tver yonrs, sincovely, -
G. L. MacKar.
China, Formosa, Tansui, Jon. 20th 1874,

TOME MISSION WORK.

Edilor BRITIsit AMPRIOAN PRESBITERIAN

1t is gratifying to find that in tho midst
of the apparently endless discussion on
that Basis of Union you offer space in your
columns £ missionary inteiligence. On
tho strength of tlus invitation I purpose
giving o few facts in relation to Home
Mission Work in the Peninsula, betweon
Georgian Bay and Loke Huron, comprig:ag
the north paxt of the counties of Grey and
Bruce. This penmsula wae partinly ceded
to tho Government by the Indians about
the close of 1850, Seftloment was com-
menced the following year. ‘The congre.
gations of Big-bay and Lamark, the only
Prosbyterian congrogations intho Peninsuln
parth of Owen Sound, the result of the
labor of Students, but after they were
placed on tho probationers list of vacancies,
thoy wero brought so near their
dissolution that when they were in-
duced, last June, to proceed to call
a minister, Rev. C. C. Stewart of Owen
Sound, gave it as lis opinion that if therr
call wero declined these congrogations
would bo lost to the Church. I was indug-
tod into the charge of those congregations
on Aug. 28th, 1878. Though the pastoral
duties have discharged in the most ordinary
way, the regular attendanco on Sabbath
worship has been more than quadrupled,
and thero are four places of worship in pro-
coss of erection, Thero is n prospect that
at no remote date this field of labor will
form two self-sustaining charges. North
of Brooke, an Indian villiage adjoming
Owen Sound, there is only onc piace of
worship, viz., an English Church at Wier-
ton, in tho peninsula. I have succoaded in
uniting and making myself acquan-
ted with the condition of the grenter
part of the peninsula. Though the Wes-
loyan Methodists, Bible Christian and
Episcopalians, have done & good work in
supplying those dostitutoe sottlements with
the means of grace. As in many places the
great majority of the poople are of Presby-
terian proclivities and aro waiting  for
ministers of their own demominations to
come among them, hona of thoss denomin-
ations have succceded to any great extent
in establishing thewselves. If the C. P.
Chureh could only send in 2 sufficient
pumber oy missionaries, there is no donot
but it would take the lead of all denomin-
ations in these regions.

It 16 not meant that we should in any
woy seck to interfero with the oporations
of our brotiwen of other dex minations, but
sumply that wo should seck to do our shar®
of the work, and when o majority of s com-
munity are members and adherents of the
Prosbytorinn Church and desito Prosby-
torian preaching, thie should Lo considered
a Gospel call, and as urgent ag if made out
in the most approved form and wnintained
by all the Presbytories in tho Church.
When I visitod the Upper Ottawa some
time ago, I conversed with o number of
‘umbermen, and I was frequontly asked
why it was thet the Presbytarian Church
seut 80 fow mia sionaciesinto those regions.
I was told of many pinces in which tho
majority of the lumbermen weore adhierents
of the Presbyterian Church yet were de-
pendent on the Methodists and other de-
neminations for preaching~-now the mew-
perw of the O, ¥, Churck are neither less

We-openail the

wealthy nor libeval than thoze of other

churelies nor ara the ministors lecs zenlous
and offieient, Al that 1. waprted s an
cfficiont Fomo Miwicn schemo and the
cladms of the Chureh proporly laid before
the people. Thongh the pesent IL M,
Seherae poscesses wany oveellences, it ap-
pears to require considerable modifiention
to adopt it to tho presont wants of the
Chureh in the changed condiioe of the
country. Iuherto the principal past of the
nuisaion work of the Chureh appenss to have
been done by Students during cellege vaea-
tionc, Tho zeal of those young men i3
certainly worthy of all praise, they have
dons thoe Church muoh valuable services,
but much of their labor has been lost for
want of being followed up. To bring n
Chureh through its transition stafe from a
wonk Mission Station to a self-sustairing
ongrogation requives & move permunent
mode of supply than ean bo furnished by
students. A congregation can at the best be
supplied only lolf the time, and the
students are goneraily changed yearly. It
is scarcoly nocessary to say that the pro-
bationers schems, the only system of supply
1n the Church, bemdes the setilod minsters
and studonts utterly fails to anawer this
end. The stated supply systom is employed
m the American Prosbyterian Church to
accowplish this work. This system was ox-
tonsively employed by both the old and
new eohiool branches bofore the Union. Tt
is oqually proposed in the United Church.
The most conservativo ministers I lhave
over mot with of the old school braneh con-
tonded that it was indispensible, indecl its
utility has long ceased to bo a debatable
question. It isdue to this rystem that the
Prosbyterian Chureh hias mado much rapid
progress in the West. At tho eloso of 1864
there was in tho State of Kansagonly 24
nuniaters and 87 churches. Thers waslast
January 110 mimsters and 168 churches,
of that namber thero are only 11 self-
sustaining, and these weve like all the
others the work of ordained missionaries
employed under the stated supply system,
and were for a timo dependent ov the
Home Mission Fund, The congrogational
Church though strong in the New England
States, the United Presbyterian Church
and the Duteh reformed Church though
strong in tho middle States have all failed
to firmly establish themselves in the West,
neither for want of means, nor of mission-
ary zezl in their ministers, but beenuse they
failed to adopt their system to the circum-
stancos which surrounded them in the
‘Weat. Tho opinion which I have formed,
from o little over four yenars e perience 888
mussionary in the West, and nearly two
yedrs panful experionce in connection with
the probationers schome of the C. P. Church
is, that if the American Presbyterian.
Church, liko the above named shurches and
the C. P. Church had failed to sdapt theix
system to their circumstances, thoro would
not have been one fourth the number of
churches west of tho Mississippi that there
13 to-day. Sinco the confederatio n of theso
Provinces the C. P. Church finds itself
placed in the same cirenxastances 1 relr tion
to Home Mission work as the American.
Though the labor of the students lias been
highly successful and satisfactory, it is
utterly impossiblo that they can overiake
the missionary work of the Church. What

over the fizerds of the probationers schrme
may claim for 1t in effecting the settlement
of 1ninisters, T think few will claim for it,
that 1t is adapted to missionary work.
When employed m wesk churches not fully
prepared to call nunisters, its tendency
appears to bo to scattar, rather than gather
togother and prepsre them for pastorates.
What 1 wanted i tko C. P. Church 18 o
judictous stated supply system, it is not in-
tondpd that this system should in euy way
take the place of regular pastorates, but
gimply to carry on the work so wuobly
begun by tho students ; to do what iz vul*
gaxly called the makms up, wnd proparing
raissionaxy stations, and weak churches for
rogular pastorates which should be the
objectn ail our Charch schomes. Tlus is
the intentin of thus scheme in the Ameri-
can Church, and if somo cungregations
are so well sutisfied with it that they ad-
here to it too long, it 18 not the fault of the
schomo but simply one of the abuses to
which ¢ -ery systom is liable,

It is not neceasary to ymport an Ameri.
ean schieme, for thera 1s in the C. . Chureh
at present tho elemonts of a belter rystem.
Lts proviricus aroto bo found inthe Goneral
Assembly, anent Ordained Missicnarics,
Presbyterics are authorized, by this pro-
vision, to employ ordained missionaries by
the yoar or half yenr to Iabor in any
mission stations or weak copgregations
within their bounds, This has ‘been tried

Prestiytory, aud Dr. MoVienr President of
the Montreal College, has declared ite
. rasuibs $0-be highly satisfactory. Ii€ nd.

vantage over the Amorican-system is that

l 1t s more dwestly under control of Preby-
teaics, fon eqacatly were otrietly Predbr
terian.  its advantages to tho Chuveh
would be the following—~weak congregs-
tion+ and mizsion stations would bo under
regular pastoral cavo i fully prepaved to
cnll ministers. When so propoased their
stated supply would most likely becomo
their Pastor. The oxpericuco of the Awmeri
can Presbyterian Church is that seitlo-
monts brought about in this way are gener-
plly the most huppy as the parties have
had an opportunity of becoming nequainted
with each other. If licentiates wore xe-
quired to labor » yenr as wissionaries with
the permission, if desired, to proach rbout
four Sabbaths as candidates in bona fide
vneancies, instead of travelling six menths
in connection with the probationers selieme,
much valuable missionary work would be
donoe which cannot be done under tho
present system. The advantage {o mmis-
tors and probationoers would be the foliow-
1ng. & ministor could apply tho §400.00 por
annum which is allowed to Missionares,
for his owu benefit instoad of having tho
greater part consumed in travelling ex-
ponses. Some ministers have told me that
their ontire pay was thus consumed, and
they could save nothing. For my own part
by striet economy I succeedod m rasing
nearly one half after paying my travolling
oxponses, I would much prefor taking
chargo of a Mission Station at $200, per
annum, and Inbouring with my hands as
Paul did, to make up the deficiency thau to
travel thoso wenry rounds sgain. There
would be tho satisfaction of having an
opportunity of doing some good, and it is
one of the most painful features of the pro-

2

this way.

‘Pine should net be.  Bvery micwaber of
any, aud svery chacelt, should Juosw svures
thing of ™0 chigrely is dolag hoth ab
hotat auw o -4l But what do wo 1iHd?
They do not know, neither scem to care or
try (I would not say wish, yet it looks like
it) to know. They do not even read the
woeeassonsl scraps,” as Nemo ealls them,
in the Record. Simply leeawsa so fow of
thom, toko it. Look at the number of
fanlies (80,306}, and comunicanis (51,
812) cuncented with our church, and the
gmall ciroulation (8,000 of the Recard com-
paved with theso. Very little over oune
fourth of the families to whom it goes. And
if wo tukts from that soveral ministora, who
are, no doubt, acquamnted with these things,
and wluch go to make up that 8,000, it will
bo legs than that. Now, nlthough the
Record may not be oxactly what wo would
wish to see 1t, a5 a church intelligencor, 0o
give us notling moro than “geraps” of
pews, yet it 18 such os the church (henco
ourselves who composo iho church) has

provided for us. _And let ug all know wha

1t docs contain, By thug giving it & better
sq{»gort, and wider cwcculation, it no doubd
will improve, and wo will not be ontively
ignorant of what the church is déing.

1 say with Nemo, “lef onr committeo
write, let mueonaries write, be always
writing, " but, on the_other hand, T would
say to the people, read, be nlways reading.
Let all who can, write. Let all who can,
road. Thore is no use for us to write if
people don’t read, and seck for auch infor-
mation ss 18 to be got, however little. Thoy
must geok if they ave to find. Kunowledgo
is to to bs gained only by seeking it. Lot
the {neople cry out, * Who will showusany
good ?" and, I have no doubt, they will
nnd plenty—* O gend out thy light and thy
trutl,” and I don't think they will have to
ery long in datkness. * Darkness” willno.
longor “cover the eaxth, and.gross darkness.
tho people,” respecting such important
matters.

It is really too bad that our good peoplo
should take so littlo interest, and bo con-

bationers scliemo that no such opportunily
is given. The chances of sottlement would
be much botter, besides tho chance of
working up his own Mission Stationt and
becoming ils pastor, building on his own
foundation instend of arother man's, tho
four Sabbaths to bona fide vacancies s sug-
gested above, is & much greator number of
opportunities, than can be oxpectod undor
the probationoxs scheme if my own experi-
ence is my oriterion, I travelled over one
and a half years without being sent to &
bona fide excopt when Gaelic was indispen-
sible, ministers received from other coun-
trios and othor churches could be immedi-
atoly and profitably smployed, many more
ministers would be likely fo unito with the
Chureh if there was any ready way of heinyg
emploged. I know of some myself who
havo beon detorred by our mode of employ-

ing ministers, and others who have left the

Church snd the country for this same
cause. As all these ordained missionsaries

would e members of Presbyteries, the
causo of missions would be brought more
prominently before Presbyterics, and the
whole Chureh would become more mission-

ary in its aspeet.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

Editor Brazrsn AMERICAN PRESIYTERIAN,
«My peoplo dothnot ider.”

Dear Siz,—Noemo's letter on *Our
Chinese AMission,” in yourissue of April 10th,
is very good so far as it goes. I only regret
it stops se short. More remaing to be told
He complains, and justly too, of the little
knowledge our people have of the nmssion
work in our charch, and scoms to give as
the reason, the little amount of enrnartness
manifested by our commaittooe and mission-
arzes, and want of information winch cught
to be furnished by them. He points out
well tho reasons that remain with ther,
but says nothing about those that rest with
tho poople themselves—thew duty, but
not tho peopla’s. Now, while there is the
duty of the one, there is also Jhe duty of
the othor. As in o congregation, thoro 18
the duty of the people agwell as of the pas-
tor. Itis the partefthe ministerto preach
the word, bus it is also the part of the peo-
plo to hear that word. All the duty, any
mora than the faunit, does not lic on tho one
gide. I do not wish to vindicate the con-
duct of the une by that of the other.

Whet you express in your editorial re-
garding it, I am soiry to admit, 18 too true,
viz 7 “ That the vass mnjority of the pco-
ple know next to nothing about what 8
boing dono or attemptod.” This is true,
not only in repard to tne mission wWork, but
also in respect to thesshemes and workings
of our church generally.

1 am often grieved, I might say pained,
as wall ns ashamed to meot with many peo-
ple 1w our own beloved Presbytarian Church
who know no more about what ia being
done in 1t than if they did not.belong to it
at all, or had no need of knowmg anything
about it. What ia worse, * 0wl it not
Gathl’ many of them can hardly teil yow
whatis going on in the congregation of
which they are n momber. I do not oxng-

to a considerable extent in the 'Monf\'ea\: gerate.  Did I not know it {sad knowledgo

indaed ) to be the casoe I would ba loathe
1t beliove, much lona publiah it. It i oniy

with the h?o of ‘ineiting our pacple tn
inquiry, sed to acquaintancs with

tont with knowing little or nothing aboub
what shouid 1nterest them most, aud is of
the groatest moment to them-—the salvas
tion of souls. This is the ohurel’s work.
This is what shoe desires to accomplish.
Shinll wo then, her members, be rogardless
and romain m Dlissful ignorance of what
ghe ia doing to nccomplish it, simply be-
cangs wo will not {ake the troublo to soek
and find it out from the information afford-
ed? Burely not, if wo be tho true disciples
of Ohrist. _* Lurael doth not know" because
« my people doth not consider.”

With the hopo that many may be stirred
up to know what God_is doing in our be-
loved Zion, and that I sball thus become
+ 4 wise-reprover upon an obedient oar.”

~ L am, yours truly,

AX OBSERVER.
April 28th, 1874,

Rev.Duncan Morrison's Reply t_; “Elder.

Editor BRITISH AMERICAN PRESIYTERIAN,
81n,~On my arrival last woel. my at-
tontion was called to an article iv & recont
1ssue of your paper,—March 18--animad-
verting on certain statoments reported as
mine, made before the Prosbytory of Bdin-
burgl,on the 31st December-,
In that anticle, signed “Elder,” by some
one who lacks tho courngo of puiting his
own proper name to what ho says, L am,
charged with the sin of ignoring the C. P,
Church, and spenking of my own Church
agif there were no other in existence.
Now, any one may sce, evon from the
inaccurate report of my speech, very much
abraviated, that I mneversaid or meunt
anything of the kind, What I said was
that until I came to Owen Sound (1866)
our poeple wero destitute of religious ordi-
nances—that they wore far away from
Guelph, tho seat of the Presbytery within
whose bounds they wero situated,—snd
from the nature of things could sucure but
hittle supply. I was spoaking of my own
people tormy own brethrenia the Presbylery
of Edinburgh, and in so speaking X did not
feol that I was ignoring the C. P. Church,
or the Baptist Chureh, or tho Dfothodist
Charef, or any man's Churoh, and Iam
sure that no ono that heard me on the oc.
casion reforred to, felt that X was exposing
myealf to such an ingonuous attack ns that
witich has been mnde upon mo, inmy ap-
sance, and under @ false wname, in the
cvlumus of your guper; and X am sure also
that thoss that know me best, and my
mauner of lifo for many year's-will beslow
to acouse me of any such spirit as that m-
nted to me, or believe that I would wil-
ngly utter one word of misvepresontation.
Your gpace will not pernat me to comment
upon the insinuations, aud correct ahorges
of that lotter, and the miserabla spirit which
it voveals; but you will-allow mo to say thab
1t Lias oceasionod me much surprise,and mob
a fow wonder that you should have given
it & place in your columvs,  In these days
whon gaod mon of evary Chareh are sank-
ing the things whiolk make for peace, snd
aro drawing mora and more closely togeth-
or, we are hardly prepared for such an ar-
ticle, fitted ns it is to fan tho Sames of big-
otry and strife.  Let mo remind yeur cor
responsdont that the true Elder ddoos nob
greodily geize Gpon an inadvertonce, or
rush {o the nowspapors with the view o
injurivy o brother. e does not backbite
with lns fongue, or yeadily taho up & ve-
proach against kis neighbor.  And let meo
romind Jum furtaer that there aresix thinga
what tha Lord dotlt hiate yea sevan sra-an
abomination to Him:—a proad look, &
Jying tongue, and hauds that shed innocent
Dlovd,—ilinnds that wonld stab & mon in
the darks an heavk that doviseth wicked
npaginationy, feet that be swilk o ma into
misohief, & fulse wituess, nud fio thal sew-
otl dizcord among brothren,
Yum, yours &e.,
Duncax Moanisoy,
Wuister Knox's Charvoh,

these things that I spesk of It now, orin

Owen Sound; 18th Aprd; 1874




