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The CONTRACT RECORD is desirous af
publishing, as far as possible, advance
information regarding projected wvorks af
construction in ail parts of Canada' such
as sewerage and wvaterworks systems,
railways, street pavements, public and
private buildings, etc. Municipal oFiccrb
would confer a favar upon the publîsher
by placing at aur disposai particulars of
such undertakings which are likely ta be
carried out in their vicinity, giving the
naine of tbe promoter, character af the
work, and probable cost. Any informa-
tion thus furnislied wvill be greatly ap-
preciated.___________

LEGAL DECISIONS AFFECTING
MUNICIPALITIES.

EWING V. TIIE CORPORATION OF TIIE
Cirv OF~ ToRoNro.-The plaintiff sued ta
recover damages for injuries sustaîned
through alleged negligence of the de-
fendants in allowving a !sîdewvalk to be s0
oui of repair as bo be unsafe for the use af
pedestrians. The case is of speciat im-
portance ta merchants and manufacturers,
in that the camplaint was that the hin>ges
oftan iran trap over eight feet in length
were sa affixed as ta risc front an inch ta
an ir.ch aod one-sxteentb above the level
of the stdewalk. The door was a double
ane and used foi tbe purpose ai access ta
the cellar of abutting premises. The
plaintiffi who %vas ivcll aware of :he exist-
ence ai the hinges, stumbled agairst them
and injured hîmself. It %vas bielà th.tt the
factF -lîd not render the corporation hiable
for ý. nages.

ATKINSON VIS. CITY OF CHATHANLM-ln
December, 1897, a team af borses, dîiveo
by a son of N. H. S-evens, who was ac-
companied by Miss Aikinson, ran away
in the city af Chatham. The sleigh was
upset, Miss Atkinson'b leg hroken, and the
!torses anîd sleigh injurcd. Action %vas
brought by three plaintifis a>gaînst the
towvn ta recover expenses and danmages.
Mfr.. Stevens, NMiss Atkinson, and ber
father, Mr. Gea. R. Atkînsan, were plain-
tiffs, and their plea %vas negligence ar
defrndants in not keeping King street in
proper repair. Mr. justice Fer,uýon ba"s
decided against the ciuy. H-e finds that
the street was out of repair by reason of
a certain pale or pnist planted in il, and
that the corporation had notice aod knaw-
ledge af it, and that it wvas thie cause ai
upsetting the sleigli. The municipality
claimed relief over against the Bell Tele-
phone Company, wvho had placed the pale
where il was, but the learned judge beld
thiat tbey were flot entitled ta stîwh in-
demnity, because the pale was planted
under the superintendence and witb the
sanction ai the corporation. Tie defend-
ants are ta pay tbe plaintioe, George R.
Atkinson, $120, danmages, the plaintiff

Nathan H-. Stevens $125 dlainages, and
the plaintiff Mary Louisa Atkinson $750
damages. Tbey re also ta pay tbc costs
af the plaintiffs and ai the Bell Telephone
Company. The decîsian is a warning to
corporations tit they are responsible for
the roadway and for the priles on il, and
that they sbauld secure bonds of indem.
nity froni the comp.inics using the strects.

TESTS 0F CALCIUM CARBIDE.
Inspector iNcDeviti, af ibe Philadel-

phia Pire Underwrîîters' Association, who
bas been carefully investigating bath
calcium carbide aod its praduct, acetylene
gas, bas submitted a report ta members
of the association as ta the danger of tbat
chemical wvhen stored in warehouses or if
accidcntally brou&,bî mbt contact witb
wvater %vhen in transit. He says :

Tbat higb temperatures are attained ta
the generatian ai acetylene gas front cal-
cium carbide is already wcll known, es-
pecially in generators where the carbide
is eithcr inmmersedl in or sprayed with
water; several hundred Jegrees Falir. be.
îng santetimes produced uinder certain
conditions by the action of tbe water on
the lime, %vhich is one ai the compontent
parts ai calcium carbide, in the samne
manner as fire bas been knawn ta bave
been produced by the slaking af ardinary
lime. To canvince saie parties interested
in the sale oi the rarbide, wbo doubted
tbe possibilities ai generating suchbihgh
iemperatures except when confined in an
air tîght vessel, 1 made the iallowing
test in the presence ai the interested par-
tics on june 18, 1898, vi z: Fiity pounds
of carbide'werc bought in the open mar-
ket, and ane-half ai saine placed in a
half.barrel, open at anc end, and at 8 a.m.
ibese twcnty-five pounds were soaked
wiîh water and the gas allowed ta escape,
ilien the balance ai the carbide (cwcoîy-
five pounds) %vas placet] on top ai the first
and pressed doivn-ibe intention being ta
produce conditions which would prabably
be met witb sbould carbide an starage or
under shipment become wvet froin the
bottoni, but the whale quantity not wvater
soaked. Six bours later, at 2 pai., snioke
ironi burnîog waod wvas found ta be îssuîng
iromn betwveen the slaves ai the barre>, and
at 3 P. m- tbe barrel staves werc in fl.ames
at the bottoni. Aiter smothering thte fire,
il wvas discovered that the bottoni af the
barrel bad been entirely cansumned. Inas-
niuch as the carbîde was also found ta be

red bat, il is evident diat the sanie resuits
would have occîîrred hiad the carbide been
contained in a metallic case surrounded
wilh woaden auter jacket (as is commanly
used in shipp'ng same) or resting on floors
or waodwvork, if through any break in the
case it had been subjected ta attack by
water. As such conditions are possible in
wvarehouses and vessels, or whlerevcr a
gencratar is used, it is evident that the
laws for the handling ai this miterial arc
ait tbe present lime entirely inadequate.

NEW ROAD MATERIAL
Raads almost as smooth as asphaît,

capable ai carrying any kînd ai country
traffic excepi traction engines, at an
annudl cost ai about 15 cents per square
yard, is tbe proposition miade ta road
building engineers by Mr. A. H. Camp.
bell, city surveyor ofiCanterbuty, England.

According ta the Albany journal, Mr.
Campbell bas been experinlenting with
whaî he calîs tarred m~acadam, for a nom-
ber ai years, and bis experience has been
most satisfactory.

The maîcrials used are broken scorne
and tar, and when properly prepared and
laid, they make a roadbed as bard as
stane, practically weatherproai and very
smooth. The cost is $1.08 per square
yard, and tbe lue ai the road about sevt n
years, wvbich wauld make the annuai cast
15.4 cents.

In describing the building af such a
raad, Mr. Campbell says that the tern-
perature of the stane wheo tbe tar is
applied should be sucb that the palm ai
the hand cao bear it wvith comfort. If il
is too hot the tar will be destroyed as a
binder, and if too coid il wvill be used s0
thick as ta soiten in very warm weather.
The hot stone, when ready for mixing, is
screencd inta niaterial ai tbree sizes, anc
ta îwo inches for the body, anc-hall to anc
incb for the intermediate coat, and one.
quarter ta anc-bahf inch for the top dress-
iog. The coarsest material is used in a
layer tbree ta four ioches thick; the inter-
otediate size ins a coat o! about thrcee
iourths ai an incl., and the top dressing is
used in the :ionest layer possible, with a
viev ta filliog ai interstices. Aiterwards
a dressing ai quarîer-inch and smaller
granite screenings is scattered braadcasî,
and the traffic at once allowed on the
rond ta waork tbis top dressing ino the
taried maîerial. Each of thc layers is
rolled separatcly witb a ten ton ralter.

The building of tarred macadam raads
ini the resident partions ai cities might
prove mare satistactory than anything
but asphaît, and wvould be far cheaper
than that pavement.
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